JOE NAMATH 


New York Jets 


RAIDER RADAR 


The Oakland Raiders will be seeking to 
get off winging in the NFL regular season 
just as the Oakland A's did in the 
American League baseball season. The 
Raiders will again be counting on two 
of the offensive threats pictured here, 
veteran placekicker George Blanda and 
receiver Fred Biletnikoff. 

Blanda booted 16 field goals in 1970, 
including a number that gave the 
Raiders victories late in the game. 
Above, he’s shown doing his thing against 
the Kansas City Chiefs. Biletnikoff hauls 
in a pass against San Diego (left), one 
of the 45 aerials he snared last season. 


THE BEST FOOTBALL GAME 
CANNOT BE PURCHASED 
IN A RETAIL STORE! 
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WMSeason after season, STRAT-O-MATIC PRO FOOT- 
BALL has been sold to thousands of football fans 
exclusively through the mail. But why you ask? Each 
year our football game is totally revised to reflect 
precisely the most up-to-date pro football statistics. 

STRAT-O-MATIC offers such a current authentic 
reproduction of pro-football and such a wide 
selection of games and individual team combina- 
tions, that it is impossible for a retail store to 
supply our fans. 

In business since 1961, the quality and relia- 
bility of STRAT-O-MATIC PRO FOOTBALL speaks for 
itself in the fact that we have continued to sell 
out all our previous editions. 

In our 1971-1972 edition, STRAT-O-MATIC pre- 
sents you once again with the finest in pro football 
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realism. The passing, running, kicking and defen- 
sive play of 1,000 pro football players is astonish- 
ingly reproduced from the stadium into your home. 

Only individual player cards truely reflect each 
offensive player's real-life characteristics . . . and 
STRAT-O-MATIC HAS IT! Other games use a team 
rating system in lieu of individual player cards, but 
this method fails to capture the excitement and 
talents of the players. In Strat-O-Matic, both the 
stars and the second stringers will perform ac- 
cording to their true abilities. 

Each player's strengths and weaknesses are 
measured in STRAT-O-MATIC. For example, a quarter- 
back who has a high pass completion record but 
does not throw a good long pass will function ex- 
actly the same way in STRAT-O-MATIC. A halfback 
who has a good yard per carry average but fails to 
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Avenue, Port Washington, N.Y., 11050. 


@ Strat-O-Matic Game Co., Inc., Dept. 423 


DEFENSE * COACHI 


82A South Bayles Avenue, Port Washington, N.Y., 11050 
Send exciting FREE STRAT-O-MATIC Football Game offer and samples. | enclose 10 cents in 
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pick up the “tough yardage” will perform similarly 
in STRAT-O-MATIC. 

STRAT-O-MATIC is actually two games in one... 
an elementary game for 11 to 16 year olds and 
an advanced game for adults. The elementary ver- 
sion is EASY and EXCITING to play. The advanced 
version includes a never-before visual dimension 
found in no other statistically oriented foothall 
game. You set up and manuever your defenses on 
a colorful playing board, enabling both coaches to 
see the strengths and weaknesses of their de- 
fenses. This dimension allows you to not only call 
a blitz but to see it in action! More strategy moves 
are possible with Strat-O-Matic than any other 
football game. Without hesitation, we recommend 
STRAT-O-MATIC PRO FOOTBALL'S 1971-1972 edition 
to be without equal. 
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The above are just some of STRAT-0-MATIC’S highlights. For the entire story, mail coupon for 
a colorful FREE BROCHURE containing full detailed information and free STRAT-0-MATIC 
samples. Don't delay. Write today! Strat-O-Matic Game Co. Inc., Dept. 423 82A Soith Bayles 
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THIS IS A TRUE STORY* 


All details in our file #3789. Only the name 
of the Universal graduate has been changed 
to respect his desire for privacy .. . Ed. 


HOW TED VERNON AVERAGES 
$20,000 WORKING 


6 MONTHS AYEA 


hen Ted Vernon* walked to a mailbox that day in his 

small home town, the things he wanted seemed far beyond 

his reach. Like lots more money, freedom from his dead-end 
job, independence and security, a new future. 

Chances looked dim. Ted had no college. His only experience 
was his old job. And he was already past 40. 

Yet, when Ted Vernon mailed his envelope, everything he 
dreamed of suddenly became possible. /t was the single most 
profitable act of his life. Yet all he did was mail a coupon like 
the one at the bottom of this page. 


Free book put Ted on road to big income 


The coupon brought Ted the same fascinating Free Book 
you can have in just a few days. It’s an eye opener! Jt tells the 
story of a world of opportunity all around you in the booming 
Accident Investigation field. 

It was all new to Ted. He'd hardly even heard of Accident 
Investigation. Yet Ted Vernon felt he had found his perfect 
opportunity. 

And he had! Soon Ted was forging ahead fast in his new 
exciting career. His first full year he made $14,768.72. Since 
then he’s averaging $20,000 working about six months a year. 
The rest of the time he relaxes and takes it easy. 


He learned secrets of success in 30 minutes 


Ted skimmed through Universal’s Free Book in 30 minutes 
and changed his life. He learned many money-making facts! 
But the three big points that headed Ted to his success are: 


@ Accident Investigation is a $19 billion dollar industry boom- 
ing to new heights every year. It’s safe from layoff, recessions 
and automation—accidents continue no matter what. 


@ More men are urgently needed to investigate some 22 
million accidents each year. 


@ For more than 20 years, Universal’s training-by-mail has 
been the path to succéss for thousands of men in this high-pay 
field. 


So there it was—the opportunity of a lifetime. Ted grabbed 
it—fast. He enrolled for Universal’s by-mail training at the 
mere cost of cigarette money. 

It was surprisingly easy. Ted simply studied his brief, inter- 
esting lessons at home in his spare time, at his own pace. He 
didn’t risk a single paycheck because he kept right on with his 
old job until he could start making money quickly in Accident 
Investigation. 

Ted Vernon’s income is unusually high and not typical of the 
industry. He’s a busy specialist in storm loss adjusting. But it 
does show the big potential in this great field even for men 
with no college and no experience. Read these reports from 
recent Universal students: 


“(My income has more than doubled.’’ 
—J. T. Woodruff of Louisiana. 


«Thanks to you, I was contacted by 17 top companies.”” 
—Donald Doris of Illinois. 


NO COLLEGE! NO SELLING! 


NO EXPERIENCE! 


‘*My income averages $1,200 to $2,000 a month.” , 
—Ed Crouch of California. 
**A raise every three months for the next two years, plus new car 
and expense account.’’ 
—Oscar Singletary of Georgia. 
‘*My salary has increased by 63%.” 
— Marcel Roy, Canada. 


Send for your free opportunity book today 


Mail coupon below to get your Free Book that started Ted 
Vernon to big-money success. Read about the exciting full time 
or part time opportunities. Stories of successful Universal 
students with names and locations; about Universal’s Free 
Placement Service which places more men in the field than any 
other school. How to start your own full or part time business. 

But act quickly. Take the first step to the big money field. 
Mail your coupon today, 


| MAIL NOW FOR YOUR BIG, FREE BOOK | 
I Universal Schools, Dept. A-5 tate ] 1 
| 6801 Hillcrest, Dallas, Texas 75205 es | f 
: Please rush my Free Book on earnings and oppor- Fo : 
1 tunities in Accident Investigation. No obligation. << i 
i No salesman will call. H 
I Name Age - 
} Address i 
i Zip i 
I Cit State Code I 
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Joe Namath’s 
Comeback te i WE 
Challenge: 


GOT 10 PROVE 
1M THE BEST” 


Broadway Joe is calling signals 
again for the Jets and he’s put 
the rest of the NFL on notice that 
he has a very special mission. 


By Mike Rathet 


oe Namath, the star pro football player 

and movie personality, isn’t leaving his 
followers in the dark as to his goals while 
preparing to step center stage for the New 
York Jets in the regular 1971 season. 

Namath is seeking to play the most prom- 
inent role because he is determined to prove 
he’s pro football’s No. 1 quarterback. 

That challenge in a comeback year in 
which he will have to shake off both the 
physical hurt and the mental anguish caused 
by a broken wrist is evident in Namath’s own 
words. 

“| want to play again,” he says, “because | 
realize how much football means to me. 
And when you think you’re the best at your 
position, you want to prove it.” 

He adds in offering just a littlke more in- 
sight while trying to explain why he couldn’t 
give up football despite the call from Holly- 
wood that he answered prior to the 1970 
season: 

“1 really didn’t want to play football. | felt 
| wanted to accomplish something else. But 
| love the game. Basically, it’s my whole life. 
So | ended up playing again.” 

Love of the game, however, simple an 
answer it seems to be, undoubtedly is in 
large part the underlying motive for Na- 
math’s return again this year. At the same 
time there obviously has to be more 
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involved when his talk of love of the game 
dissolves into a determination to prove 
he’s the best. 

What then is driving Namath to that 
challenge? 

There are those who suggest the reasons 
are all wrapped up in last year, and that 
last year wrought a change. One of the 
Jets who believes that is Gerry Philbin, 

“Everyone on our club saw an attitude 
change in Joe,” Philbin explains. “After 
Joe hurt his wrist, we thought maybe he 
just wouldn’t come around anymore. But 
four or five days a week he was there at 
Shea Stadium and he took part in coach- 
ing on game days. 

“I have to think his attitude changed. 
And I have to think it’s because he missed 
the game.” 

Namath seemed on the verge of quitting 
the game altogether when he kicked around 
the idea of retiring before finally reporting 
to training camp last year, citing as his 
reason “personal problems.” That pro- 
voked Al Atkinson’s now-famous speech 
on Namath and his life style. 

Atkinson’s verbal outburst, the broken 
wrist that forced the Jets to play without 
him and the fate of some of Namath’s en- 
terprises all seem to have contributed to 
his changed attitude, reflected in his set- 
ting himself a challenge. 
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Namath’s gimpy knees get an unwanted workout against Buffalo. Joe rarely takes off like this unless the pressure is too much. 


Atkinson may have started to turn 
things around when he blistered Namath 
with a torrent of criticism after learning 
that the shaggy-haired quarterback was 
not reporting to camp. 

“What really digusts me,” said Atkin- 
son, “is this quarterback not thinking for 
a minute about the married guys on the 
club, the average little guys who have fam- 
ilies to worry about. Right now they’re 
wondering where their leader is. 

“That extra money in January means 
something to them, not to him. That 
quarterback hasn’t even told his team 
what he intends to do. Most of our guys 
are a great bunch. It’s just one or two. 
Camp opens and they don’t show because 
they have other commitments. 

“It reaches the point where it is detri- 
mental to the team,” Atkinson continued. 
“Some guys demand outrageous bonuses, 
then get ridiculous salaries, then want a 
fantastic bonus when they retire and in 
between they don’t give it all they have. 

“It used to kill me to see this guy sit 
back on TY and think everything he does 
and stands for is justified as long as he 
comes right out and says it. He thinks it 
makes an indiscretion correct if you admit 
It. 

“There are more and more guys like 
that quarterback and the way they think 


...the carefree life. They don’t give a 
damn about anything else.” 

Namath, surprisingly, was apologetic 
when he digested what Atkinson had said. 

“Al must feel he’s right and I’d have to 
consider what I do is right,” Namath said. 
“But when someone of Al’s character ques- 
tions my character, I have to question my- 
self. | don’t try to hurt anybody in any 
way. And if I have I’m sorry.” 

That had to be lesson No. 1. 

And when the season began, Namath 
was at quarterback. But the Jets got off 
wrong, fell out of contention almost im- 
mediately and had a 1-4 record after bow- 
ing to the Baltimore Colts 29-22. 

During the game, Namath was lost for 
the season with his broken wrist, the result 
of being thrown hard to the ground by Colt 
defensive tackle Billy Ray Smith. Namath 
didn’t know it then but he had thrown his 
last pass of 1970. 

That left the Jets with untried and un- 
tested Al Woodall at quarterback. And no 
one could forget what assistant coach 
Buddy Ryan had said would happen to 
the Jets when Namath was talking about 
retiring. 

“If Joe doesn’t play,” Ryan said, “we'll 
just have to play great defense, run the ball 
a lot and quick-kick on third down.” 

Not one member of the Jets has ever put 
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.»- When you train at home with us for a 


Coast-to-Coast Shortage of Trained Draftsmen 
Opens Thousands Big Salary Jobs for Beginners! 
Now you can take your pick of thousands of big 
salary jobs open to Draftsmen (see “‘help 
wanted” sections of metropolitan newspapers). 
Huge nationwide demand... U.S. Dept. of Labor 
reports “42% more Draftsmen needed in next 10 
years—not enough applicants to fill drafting jobs 
available now!” Our easy “Quick-Learn” Meth- 
od has helped hundreds toward good income, se- 
curity and prestige as Draftsmen. Why not you? 


YOU NEED NO DRAWING SKILL...NO TECHNICAL ABILITY 


Our staff of Professional Draftsmen guide you step-by-step. 
With our spare time home-study plan you work on actual proj- 
ects. Makes learning fun—easy to remember, too. Many grad- 
uates have succeeded with only grade school training Others 
report good earnings drafting part time while still learning! 


% Precision Drawing Instrument Set, 
Professional Drafting Board Outfit & 
Fingertip Tilting Drafting Table are 
given to you with your complete North 
American Course in Drafting. 


Big Promotion! 

“18 months ago | was a la- 
borer. Now | am foreman of 22 
people in the Drafting Room. ‘wy 
hanks for making this pos- 7 
sible,” S. D., Mass. ; 
2 Raises and $300 Bonus! 
“I've had 2 boosts in salary and a 
$300 bonus in 11 months. Wish | 
could shake hands with your staff in 
person.” A, C., Calif. 3 
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into words what he personally felt follow- 
ing Namath’s injury. But there are those 


who suspect that the Jets, without a word’ 


passing among them, became resolute en 
mass—determined to prove they could 
win without Namath . 

It is only circumstantial evidence, but 
Bud Grant, the Minnesota coach, taking 
a look in the pre-season at the Namath 
situation and the Joe Kapp situation he 
was involved in, did say: 

“Players come and players go. You can’t 
call off the season if your quarterback 
goes down,” 

Namath had gone down. And the Jets 
did go on without him. Until it actually 
happened—and it had never occurred be- 
fore while Namath was with the club— 
maybe Namath couldn't quite envision 
that happening. But it did. 

The Jets seemed to relish their new role 
—possibly saying, without verbalizing it, 
“We'll show you, Joe.” And they did, once 
Woodall had steadied at the helm, win- 
ning three of their last six, including stun- 
ning upsets of Minnesota and Los Angeles. 

That could have been lesson No. 2. 

And while Namath prowled the side- 
lines watching the Jets without him for 
the first time in his career, his wrist in a 
cast, his business enterprises took it on 
the nose. 


The Broadway Joe's chain of fast-food 
stands proved nothing but a financial 
headache and there were reports that his 
involvement in other enterprises had left 
him financially overextended, the reason 
for the “personal problems” that originally 
had kept him from joining the Jets in 
camp. 

Indications were at that time that Na- 
math was looking fora loan from the Jets. 
There also were indications that Namath 
decided that his only certain avenue to 
revenue was to continue playing at his re- 
ported $100,000 a year salary—and that 
was the reason he finally decided to report 
to camp. 

It also had to be evident to Namath that 
while he received and accepted two movie 
offers following the 1969 season, none 
were forthcoming following 1970—a year 
in which he no longer was a headline-mak- 
ing football player able to trade on his 
name. 

Jimmy Walsh, the attorney who-handles 
many of Namath’s business ventures, said 
as much even when Namath was talking 
retirement. 

“He realizes everything he has stems 
from football,” Walsh said. “He realizes 
he’s in demand for movies and other 
things because of his football fame. And 
he wants to play.” 


That had to be lesson No. 3. 

Lessons learned, love rekindled, it was 
only natural that Namath set himself a 
target—being No. 1. And when Namath 
talks about being No. | he isn’t talking 
about statistics, but winning. 

Winning is what the Jets did in 1968 
when they were Super Bowl champions— 
and Namath was No, I, the crowned prince 
of the sports: world. Namath knows that. 

“You can break every record in the 
book and you can have a good year in- 
dividually,” Namath says, “but if you don’t 
win, it’s not worth a thing.” 

That the Jets can go all the way this 
season is also the hope of Coach Weeb 
Ewbank, who will be 65 when the 1972 
seasons rolls around and obviously is eye- 
ing retirement. 

“I'd like to go out a winner,” Ewbank 
says. “If we could win the Super Bowl, and 
we will if we stay healthy, that would be 
the way to do it.” 

Ewbank, Namath, Atkinson, et al, are 
fully cognizant of one fact—Woodall is 
no Namath, and Namath is the guy that 
can get them that big bubble of a cham- 
pionship ring. 

The respect for Namath as a quarter- 
back by his Jet teammates has never 
diminished, despite feelings about his 
life-style such as those revealed by esa 


Namath has had his share of bumps and 
bruises since joining the Jets. But 
Broadway Joe usually bounces back, one 
way or another. He gets a helping hand 
from center John Schmitt, right, after 
being belted in one game, above. On the 
sidelines, he examines taped fingers, 

one of the hazards a quarterback must face. 
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son. The Jets have learned to accept one 
to get the other. 

“There is a double standard on the Jets,” 
says Philbin, “one for Joe Namath and one 
for the rest of the team. Indirectly or 
directly he’s doing the team a favor by 


‘playing. But we know whenever he comes, 


he’s going to work hard and try to win. 
That’s why there’s no resentment. 

“We have to take him the way he is. 
He makes us a 50 per cent better team.” 

Further evidence of that acceptance of 
and reverence for Namath can be taken 
from the little vignette that occurred when 
Namath finally turned up at camp prior 
to the 1970 season. Guard Dave Herman 
watched as Namath reported, then said: 

“I felt like throwing a bouquet of roses 
to him.” 

Herman then was asked why he didn’t 
resent the fact that he had been working 


in camp for three weeks while Namath 
lounged around deciding whether to re- 
port. Herman’s answer was: 

“When you see him throw those deep 
sideline passes, my God...” 

And that was all the answer anyone 
needed. 

“What you think of Joe depends on how 
you look at him,” explains offensive back- 
field coach Ken Meyer. “When he’s in 
training camp, you don’t have any trouble 
with Joe Namath. He takes advice, he 
listens to what you say and he works hard. 

“From my point of view, Joe’s a beau- 
tiful guy.” 

Joe thinks so too. And he can prove it 
to any skeptics by trying to be No. 1. 
Which also shows you how much last 
season changed Joe Namath. 

There was a time he would have guar- 
anteed he could do it. A 
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PRO 


by Ed Stone 


Combine Butkus’ inner drive for 
excellence with enormous natural ability, 
toughness, strength and almost 
uncanny football instincts, and you have 
yourself a remarkable athlete 


ale Sayers smiled like a little 
G kid who had just been awed 
by some feat of the neighborhood 
tough guy. All he was doing was 
talking about Dick Butkus. Like all 
Chicago Bear players, coaches 
and opponents, and other peo- 
ple throughout the pro football 
world, Sayers has a special re- 
spect and admiration for the 
way Dick Butkus plays the game. 

‘Nobody has ever hit me hard- 
er than Dick in camp  scrim- 
mages,” he says. 

Now how could a teammate 
do that to the most valuable 
runner in pro football? The an- 
swer to that question explains 
why, in a poll of National Foot- 
ball League coaches last year, 
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Butkus blows past would-be Green Bay blockers and launches himself at Packer signal-caller Don Horn, d 


rm ome: . 4 — 
uring a 1969 GB-Chicago contest. 


One of the deadliest open-field tacklers in the pro game, Dick draws a bead on speedy halfback Travis Williams of the Packers last year. 
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Butkus was voted pro football’s “Most 
Wanted Man” . .. the player each coach 
wanted on his side above all others. 

Whether he’s involved in a league or 
exhibition contest or even a_ practice 
scrimmage, whether he’s attacking a ball- 
carrier or red-dogging a quarterback as 
the game’s premier middle linebacker, or 
blocking on a kick return . . . no matter 
what he’s doing on a football field or 
when, Dick Butkus does it all with the 
same violent, utterly fearless intensity. 

As one of his newer teammates, ex- 
Packer Bob Hyland, put it: “Dick knows 
no other way.” 

Combine that inner drive for excel- 
lence with enormous natural ability, 
toughness and strength and almost un- 
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It looks like the Minnesota Vikings’ Clint Jones is off and running, but the powerful Butkus reached over several blockers to stop him cold. 


canny football instincts, and you have 
an extraordinary athlete. The~ greatest 
shame of the Bears’ 1-13 collapse in 
1969 was that, as a team, they couldn't 
do more to reward the efforts of Butkus 
and Sayers. 

That season ate at Dick’s pride. He 
was embarrassed. That’s a word Dick 
Butkus often uses. He can’t stand to be 
embarrassed, but that’s what losing does 
to him. He decided it would not happen 
again this season. 

With the whole-hearted approval of 
coach Jim Dooley and his staff, the four 
Chicago co-captains (Jim Cadile, Bennie 
McRae, Sayers and Butkus) decided to 
undertake a more active role as team 
leaders. But the real enforcer was But- 
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kus, off the field one of the most quiet 
and reserved members of the Bears. He 
made it clear to the other players that if 
they were dogging it on the job, or not 
abiding by team rules, they'd have to 
answer to him. 

“T told em... ‘we’re not going through 
another season like last year. If it takes 
being a bad guy to accomplish it, that’s 
the way it’s going to be,’” he said. 

Only Butkus could pull it off. Said 
veteran guard Howard Mudd: 

“Dick has the same impact on this 
team that John Unitas has on the Colts, 
He realizes that the even smallest thing 
he says can have a positive or negative 
effect; that people are going to react to 
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Jim Dooley glum. Will 1971 be different? 


In the mercurial Gale Sayers, Chicago has 
one of pro football’s acknowledged greats. 


“But Dick doesn’t actually have to say 
anything. He’s that kind of leader. Some 
people have to say what they can’t do. 
Dick doesn’t have to say it because he 
can do it all. 

“What people may not realize is that 
he’s on every one of our special teams, 
and he’s the best guy on each of them. 
He punishes himself in order to punish 
other people.” 

Mostly, he punishes other people. 

“He has a certain way of hitting,” ex- 
plains Sayers. “His initial blow is force- 
ful enough, and then it seems like there’s 
a pause and his whole body rakes across 
you. He creates fumbles by tackling with 
his head toward the ball.” 

“Dick reminds me of a boxer throwing: 
his whole body into a left hook,’ ob- 
serves Cadile. “He hits you like you’re 
not there, like he’s going right through 
you, You can always tell when he hits a 
back or receiver . . . the guy’s neck 
snaps. It’s that extra blow he gets in.” 

The technique may have improved, but 
the ferocity was always there. 

“That’s the way I’ve played ever since 
I can remember,” admits Butkus. “I was 
made to play -football, just like other 
guys were made for other things. 

“When I was a fullback in high school, 
I found out what irritates runners. They 
tell you to tackle low, but you don’t 
really punish a guy that way. You've got 
to hit him high and knock him flat.” 

It’s not just the way Butkus punishes 
people, however, that sets him apart from 
other middle linebackers. Hyland and 
ex-49er Mudd have experienced the frus- 
tration of trying to block him. 


“He has a sense of knowing where 
the ball is,” says Mudd. “And he doesn’t 
fool with blockers, he’s after the ball- 
carrier. Others will take you on and 
put it to you. Dick just disregards you. 
He may simply hit you on the helmet 
and go in. 

“He’s not tougher to block than any- 
body else if you can get to him. But he 
reacts to a play immediately, and it’s 
harder to get a jump on him and com- 
pletely eradicate him than it is other 
linebackers. You may knock him off 
course, but ultimately he’s going to get 
to the ball. He won’t be denied.” 

“Butkus does a few things no other 
linebacker is capable of doing,” says Hy- 
land. “He has the ability to go inside or 
around a block. It’s a completely un- 
orthodox way of working. He takes routes 
to the ball-carrier that no other line- 
backer takes. 

“T don’t think they have the reactions 
or the confidence to maneuyer the way 
he does, It looks like he’s playing in a 
frenzy, but he’s under control at all 
times. He achieves violence just through 


habit. He has the feeling he’s going to 
kill people on every play.” 

In seyeral games last year, Dick’s effec- 
tiveness was impaired by injuries and 


the fact that the Bears’ defensive front 
four was leaving him vulnerable to 
opposition blockers. 

“Tf the linemen protect their gaps, I 
won’t get hit,” he said. “You can’t have 
guys take the attitude, ‘I don’t have to do 
anything, Butkus will make the tackle.’ 
This is a team defense. When you’ve 
got an active middle linebacker, you 
should try to free him as much as you 
possibly can. 

“On every play, I take the attitude 
that [ve got to make the tackle no mat- 
ter where the ball is. Our defense is de- 
signed for me to make the tackle. The 
rush men are supposed to push eyery- 
thing toward me.” 

One wonders if that “most wanted” 
tag applies in another sense . . . that rival 
players might be out to get him. Butkus 
soft-pedals the idea, but says: 

“Maybe they’d like to embarrass me, 
make me look bad. The best way to get 
recognition is to shoot for the best 
people. I’ve got a reputation to maintain. 
I can’t get complacent. 

“As a rookie, I intercepted a pass 
against St. Louis and Ken Gray tackled 
me. I fell forward and he started rolling 
over me, twisting my leg, so I threw the 
ball at him. I wasn’t going to be intimi- 
dated by anyone.” 

In a pre-season game this year against 
Houston, a Bear player was roughed up 
on a punt and Dick was the first man 
to the rescue. He claimed he “only 
pushed” the culprit, but the guy went 
reeling like he’d been slugged. 

“T got that from watching hockey,” 
Butkus said. “If you walk away from a 


fight, it implies you’re a bunch of chick- 
ens, It’s not so much the idea of fighting, 
it’s the unity of the team that’s import- 
ant. If one of our men is hit when he’s 
down, I can’t accept that. It’s like ac- 
cepting defeat. 

“There are guys on our club who com- 
plain when someone holds ’em and the 
officials don’t call it. I tell ’em, -‘don’t 
bitch to the officials, give the guy a rap 
right there. Tell him you won’t take it.’ 

“They say I act like an animal. Well, 
if a block is clean, that’s okay. But 
when they pull that other stuff, it’s got 
to stop.” 

At the same time, Dick loves a chal- 
lenge. He refers to “a bluffing game” be- 
tween himself and the ball-carrier: 

“The harder you hit him, the harder 
he’s going to come back , . . or else 
he’s not going to be as tough the next 
time. You try to bluff him out. There 
are a lot of guys in this game who can 
be harassed. It’s human nature to take 
the easy way out. 

“Some guys will accept a challenge. 
Guys like Jim Taylor and Jim Brown 
and Paul Hornung would take you on. 
You don’t see backs like Taylor any 
more, guys who will get up and throw 


the ball at you.” 
continued on page 79 
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WHY 
49er FANS 
BOO 
IVLV.P. JOHN BRODIE 


San Francisco's veteran quarterback enjoyed 
his finest NFL season ever, but when his team 
failed in the playoffs, the party was over. 


By Ray Didinger 


T’: cab driver pointed to the gold football- 
shaped sticker he had pasted to the dash- 
board. “I’ve Got 49er Fever,” it read. 

“These things are all over town,” he said. 
“You can’t find a car that doesn’t have one 
somewhere. They're on store windows and 
restaurants, all over the place.” 

It was Friday night in San Francisco, the 
weekend the 49ers were to play Dallas for the 
National Football Conference title. It was 
going to be the weekend the 49ers were sup- 
posed to win their first pro football champion- 
ship. It would be the end of a 25-year wait. 
The City was ready for the big celebration. 

“T think everybody’s going to the game Sun- 
day,” the cabbie said. “You can’t get a ticket 
anywhere. People keep asking me where to get 
one and I don’t know. All the scalpers I know 
are cleaned out. They were selling them for $100 
apiece. I tell ya, this town is football crazy.” 

The cab made a sweeping turn through a 
street in Chinatown and in a nearby window 
was a huge picture of John Brodie surrounded 
by Chinese lettering. 

“Even this section of town is getting excited 


about this game,” the driver said. “These pic- 
tures of Brodie are hanging in a lot of windows. 
It says something about ‘Player of the Year’ I 
think. I'm not sure, though. I only know that’s 
what people are telling me.” 

“I'm glad to see Brodie getting some credit 
for a change,” a visiting writer said. “He’s had 
some rough treatment from the fans in the 
past.” 

“Yeah,” the cabbie admitted, “but no more. 
Brodie’s the king in this town right now.- They’re 
naming drinks after him and everything. He’s 
had his share of booing but that’s forgotten. 
He could have anything he wanted in this 
town now.” 

The clock at Kezar Stadium had run down to 
zero and then there was the muffled sound of _ 
the referee’s pistol. The game was over and in 
numbers that glowed through the cloudy after- 
noon, the scoreboard wrote its own story. 
Cowboys 17—49ers 10. The dreams and ex- 
citement that flooded the old stadium earlier 
were gone. Those emotions were now replaced 
by a peculiar sense of rage, almost as if the fans 
themselves had been deceived. 
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They began to gather at the top of the 
exit ramp leading from the field. This had 
become a legendary ramp through the 
years. Players who made their living throw- 
ing their bodies at 270-pound tackles were 
terrified of walking through that tunnel. 
All the fans near that ramp acted like peo- 
ple who were supposed to go to Alcatraz 
but took a wrong turn at the Bay. 

Several years ago after the mobs had 
pelted hundreds of NFL players with 
their garbage, officials covered the tunnel 
with fence and wire. That helped ease the 
danger. Then the 49ers began winning 
this year and that helped even more. Most 
Sundays this season, the tunnel was even 
echoing with cheers. Most of those cheers 
were for John Brodie. 

But this was a day of disappointment 
and all the old bitterness came back to the 
tunnel. The 25-year wait wasn’t over at all. 


This glory year was ending in defeat just 


like the others. The Kezar Stadium fans 
were grabbing the fence and shaking it 
angrily, screaming down at the players. 

Brodie was one of the last off the field. 
He wore a shocked expression. He had 
never even considered losing this game. 
Brodie truly believed this would be his 
season. He was voted the NFC Player of 
the Year, so winning the NFC title seemed 
the logical next step. 

But Brodie had not only lost the game 
and the title but he had lost The City, too. 
There was one very big man in a tan 
sweater with an “I’ve Got 49er Fever” tag 
on the front leaning over the edge of the 
stands, shaking his fist at Brodie. The 
man’s face was flushed red from scream- 
ing and as he shouted, his face was 
twisted with rage. 

“Drop dead, Brodie, you bum,” he 
shouted, “drop dead, you choke-up...No 
good lousy choke-up, Brodie...” 

The others screamed from all sides. 
Brodie ducked into the fenced-in tunnel 
and the disturbance increased. The wire 
covering rattled ominously everywhere. 

“You stink, Brodie, you creep”... 
“You're a bum, you’ve always been a 
bum, you bum”...“Quit, Brodie, quit 
will ya so we can get a quarterback”... 
“Nice going, you lose another one, Brodie, 
you bleep-bleep”...“Goodbye, Brodie, 
you choker.” 

Brodie never looked up at these people. 
He kept his head down and edged his 
way along with the rest of the players. 
The Dallas Cowboys were laughing and 
whooping, slapping each other on the 
back. The 49ers moved slowly, putting one 
foot in front of the other with a great deal 
of deliberation. 

As the players moved through, the bot- 
tles started flying from the stands. Some 
were whiskey bottles and some were wine 
bottles. Some were fifths and some were 
pints. One thing they all had in common, 
though, they were empty. They came 
crashing down on the top of the tunnel, 
spraying broken glass on the players, 
coaches and writers who started running, 
covering their faces. 

Full cans of beer also slammed down 
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Brodie completed 21 of 28 attempted passes against Chicago, gaining 317 yards as the 
49ers won. He went over 2,000 completions for his career in this game and fans cheered. 


on the wiring, splashing in every direction. 
Nearby a brawl broke out among the 
crowd, injuring some people and leading 
to several arrests. This final game in Kezar 
Stadium was ending like an ugly, unreal 
nightmare. 

The game was over and for another year, 
so was the dream. The City’s wait, how- 
ever, would continue and John Brodie 
would be one of those waiting. He had 
fled from his greatest season through a 
shower of insults, broken glass and splash- 
ing beer. The cab driver said Brodie could 


have anything he wanted in San Francisco 
Friday night, but now when he asked only 
for respect, he got empty whiskey bottles. 

Behind the dressing room doors, the 
crowd noise was shut out. There was sil- 
ence among the 49ers. They sat in front of 
their lockers, many not even beginning 
to remove their uniforms. In the back- 
ground, the shower was hissing and for 
awhile it was the only sound. A year’s work 
had come to an end. It was a better year 
than expected but when it ended, it ended 
glumly. 


ae 


Lae 


Brodie has iipait pitching passes for San 
Francisco since 1957. He's used to boos. 


“We met a good team,” coach Dick No- 
lan said, “but we are a good team, too. I 
feel this way, we'll be back.” 

Nolan tried to console some of the 
younger players. The 49ers are a remark- 
ably young team with 13 players under 
25. It is a team with a great future but 
few people were looking ahead that 
afternoon. Only John Brodie found it less 
painful to look ahead than to look back. 
He had played 14 frequently difficult 
years in San Francisco and he thought 
this would be his year to win the title. The 
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disappointment hurt more deeply than he 
wanted to admit. 

“I guess LeRoy Jordan’s interception 
did it,” he said, recalling the steal the 
Cowboy middle linebacker made to set 
up Duane Thomas’ go-ahead touchdown. 
“l was trying to throw the ball away 
but he made a great play. In a tight game 
like this, a turnover that deep in your 
own end (49er 13-yard line) will kill you 
every time.” 


More writers surrounded Brodie, who 
answered the questions with a quiet dig- 
nity. He was sitting in his 49er tee-shirt, a 
cigarette in his right hand. Brodie did not 
look up very often, his eyes kept searching 
the floor as if the answer to the afternoon 
was down there somewhere like a key, 
waiting to be found. 

“I’m very proud of our squad,” Brodie 
said, “and when I say that, it may indicate 
how much older I am than the rest of 
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them. We were the youngest team in the 
playoffs so what I’m trying to say, I guess, 
is that we’re going up—we'll be there.” 

Brodie may also be there. He is 35 but 
is in perfect physical condition. His right 
arm which has thrown over 4,000 pro 
passes is still strong and so is his desire 
to win that first championship. Nolan 
put his arm around Brodie’s shoulders. 

“Good game, John,” Nolan said. “It’s 
not anybody’s fault.” 

Brodie nodded. “They (the Cowboys) 
played good defense.” That was no sur- 
prise. Dallas’ famed Doomsday Defense 
had a streak of 23 consecutive shutout 
quarters before Brodie finally zipped a 
26-yard touchdown pass to Dick Witcher. 

By now, the players were filing numbly 
into the showers. No one said much, they 
seemed to be doing everything by reflex. 
Brodie stayed behind to reflect on the 
afternoon. 

“We'll be back,” he said to the few 


writers who remained. The others had 


already feld to the joyous Dallas dress- 


ing room down the hall. “This one after- 
noon isn’t the end of everything. Maybe 
we learned something coming thise close 
and not quite making it. Maybe it will 
help us next year if we get this far again.” 

Next year...if...These were words 
the 49ers had repeated for 25 years. Like 
Dallas, San Francisco had the reputation 
as a team that could not win the truly big 
games. One team had to shed that rap 
today and it was the Cowboys who finally 
escaped. 

But what all those people in Kezar Stad- 
ium forgot was that Brodie had his great- 
est season in 1970. He was the best passer 
and top player in the conference and he 
emerged as the giant leadership person- 
ality on a youthful team, still groping for 
identity. 

“He’s the man we all look to,” said hard- 
rock fullback Ken Willard. “When we’re 
in trouble, we go to John and he seems to 
pull it all together, Everybody is saying 
that this was his greatest year. Heck, he’s 
had nothing but great years but he finally 
got some guys who could play with him 
a little bit. But I don’t know if we could 
have done it if he wasn’t here.” 

When the 49ers came out of the chute in 
Minnesota’s brutal eight-degree cold for 
the previous Sunday’s division playoff, 
it was Brodie who led. Everyone expected 
the 49ers to fold up in the frigid, hostile 
stadium. People thought the Vikings 
would hit the San Francisco players once 
and they'd snap right in half like eleven 
icicles. But Brodie showed the Vikings 
what he thought of their fearsome reputa- 
tion and their artic weather. Brodie played 
the entire game in a go-to-hell short-sleeve 
shirt which was his way of telling all those 
Minnesota super-snowmen where they 
could stick their frozen thermometers. 

“It wasn’t cold out there,” he said after 
the upset win. “You only get cold if you 
think about getting cold.” All the 49ers 
agreed with Brodie, they weren’t cold ei- 
ther. It takes an unique sort of person to 
make Minnesota stop being cold in De- 
cember. Brodie is that breed. 

But now there was nothing to do but 
pack up the equipment and rip all the 
months off the calendar until July when 
training camp opens again. John Brodie 
dressed and slowly pulled on his coat. 
Without a word, he pushed open the 
locker room door and walked away from 
his greatest year. 

The cab driver flipped on the meter 
and his mouth automatically started run- 
ning at the same time. 

“You at the game yesterday?” he asked 
the visiting writer. “Damn shame, wasn't 
it? Ah, I always said Brodie never could 
win the big game.” 

Through The City, the gold stickers 
and color portraits were already gone. 
The weekend was over and another Mon- 
day morning was shining across the bay. 
There never was a big celebration after all. 
Like John Brodie said, maybe next 
year. A 
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RICKY WAYNE 


“MR, EUROPE’ 
“MR. UNIVERSE” 


Winner—Ricky is 5' 8”, weighs 198 Ibs. of 
Herculean muscle. His arms measure a full 
1914", and he is considered the best-built man 
in Europe today. He weighed a pityfull 123 Ibs. 
parole Sending the coupon! And It Can Happen 
0 You! 


“MR. AMERICA” 
“MR. UNIVERSE” 


Winner—Chuck stands 6°, weighs 225 Ibs., and 
has a pair of 20” arms—-among the strongest 
in the world! He was a 141-Ib. weakling before 
sending in the free coupon! Now How About 
You? 


DAVE DRAPER 


Worers = movie-TV star—Dave stands 6’ 2”, 
we 
the world—21" upper-arm, 17” lower-arm! Yet. 


he was fat and flab 
coupon! But Why Wait? Rush! 


FREE! MUSCLE COURSE THAT CAN ADD 


CHUCK SIPES 


Welder-Pupll 


“MR. AMERICA” 
“MR. UNIVERSE” 


‘35 Ibs. and owns the largest arms In 
before mailing the 


3 INCHES TO YOUR ARMS FAST! 


.-e AND MAKE YOU INTO AN ATHLETIC VIRILE HE-MAN!! 


In half the time, with twice the ease, in the 
privacy of your own room, in just a few minutes 
a day, | will, through my “TRIPLE-PROGRES- 
SION COURSE” that | want to send you FREE, 
guarantee that virtually overnight, you will ex- 
perience a muscle-building miracle! Before your 
eyes you'll slap on inches of steel-hard muscles 
to your pipe-stem arms, pack your chest with 
power and size, give yourself life-guard shoul- 
ders, dynamic, speedy, athletic legs. Add jet- 
charged strength to every muscle in’ your body. 
! don't care if, today, you own the scraggiest, 
flabbiest, skinniest or funniest-looking body, 
whether you're tall or short, young or not-so- 
young, skinny or fat, office-worker, laborer, 
school-boy or businessman, | must make a new, 


THIS GIANT 32 PAGE COURSE 


WRITE TO: JOE WEIDER 358-71c 


TRAINER OF CHAMPIONS SINCE 1936, 
25 Maple Street Norwood, N.J. 07648 
Dear Joe: Shoot the works! | am saying YES to becoming a 


New Man! Rush me your free Muscle-Building information 
which | can use right now at home to build a handsome and 


. useful body. 
; | enclose onl 
and mailing. 


ADDRESS 


25¢ to cover the cost of handling 
am under no further obligation. 


NAME 


virile he-man out of you—with handsome mus- 
cles bursting out all over! They will ripple with 
power, vibrate with energy! And for the fist time 
in your life, men will envy your body—women 
admire it, because at last you will own a body 
that brings you fame instead of shame! What | 
did for Dave Draper “Mr. Universe” winner, and 
for hundreds of other champions since 1936, | 
am ready to do for you! A-C-T-I-O-N is the key to 
strength! Fill out the coupon below NOW! Rush 
it to me—and in hours, with no charge to you— 
at my own expense, you too, like Dave Draper 
did, will start putting an end to your weakness! 
You have nothing to lose but your weakness! 
ACT NOW!—SUPPLY IS LIMITED! 


FREE! 


STATE 


CITY. 
ZIP CODE 


(Please print clearly) 


MAIL COUPON TODAY! NO OBLIGATION! NOTHING TO BUY! 


AGE 


| have V where | need more muscle: 
! Want: — Bigger Arms 
0 Trim Waist 
(0 Broader Shoulders 


( Larger Neck ( Deeper Chest 
( Athletic Legs ( Added Weight 
( More Endurance and Power 
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PRO 
FOOTBALL'S | 
HOTTEST 
FEUDS 


The NFL schedule has some 
dandy matchups set for 

this season and Commissioner 
Pete Rozelle will keep a 

close watch on all of them 


By Mike Rathet 


Tse are 10 games on the 
1971 National Footbal] Lea- 
gue schedule that stand out 
from the rest like heavyweight 
champ Joe Frazier would dur- 
ing an amateur boxing tourna- 
ment. 

The reason is that each game, 
involving a number of the lead- 
ing title contenders as well as 
such stars as Mike Curtis, Dick 
Butkus, Len Dawson and Ben 
Davidson, will be played against 
the backdrop of some of pro foot- 
ball’s most bitter feuds. 

The line-up includes: 

Baltimore vs. Cleveland—The 
long-awaited rematch between 
Mad Dog Mike Curtis of the Colts 
and the guy he has promised to 
get the next time they meet, 
Browns’ tight end Milt Morin. 
The first feud on the schedule, 
Sept. 26. 

Cleveland vs. Cincinnati— 
Rounds two and three of the vit- 
uperative verbal battle between 
the Browns’ owner, Art Modell, 
and his former employee, Ben- 
gals Coach Paul Brown. Sched- 
uled for Oct. 17 and Dec. 5. 

Detroit vs. Chicago—Second 
year of the running war of words 
between each team’s middle line- 
backer, the Lions’ Mike Lucci 
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Baltimore's Mike Curtis (below) has a long 
standing feud with Cleveland tight end Milt 
Morin (above). “He got me in the Adam's 
apple,” says Curtis, who's vowed to get even 
some day. Vengeance could come this sea- 
son when the Colts and Browns clash early. 


and the Bears’ Dick Butkus. Scheduled 
for Oct. 24 and Nov. 21. 

Kansas City vs. Oakland—Rounds two 
and three of the latest feud between the 
arch-rivals, dating back to the game in 
which the Raiders’ Ben Davidson pounc- 
ed on Chiefs’ quarterback Len Dawson 
after the whistle. Scheduled for Oct. 31 
and Dec. 12. 

Baltimore vs. Miami—Rounds three 
and four of the bristling battle stemming 
from the tampering case in which Don 
Shula left the Colts to coach the Dol- 
phins, a move denounced by Baltimore 
owner Carroll Rosenbloom. Scheduled 
for Nov. 21 and Dee. 11. y 

Washington vs. Los Angeles—Round 
one of pro football's newest feud, center- 
ing around George Allen, the controver- 
sial coach who signed on with the Red- 
skins after he was fired by the Rams. 
Closes out the feuds during the regular 
season on Dec. 13. 

While the NFL in no way officially ack- 
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‘ nowledges those feuds, there is little doubt 


that Commissioner Pete Rozelle and his 
staff at the league’s headquarters in New 
York are seriously concerned about pub- 
lic verbal blasts among owners and the 
prospect of pitched battles on the playing 
field during the 1971 season. 

At the NFL meetings in Palm Beach, 
Fla., last March Rozelle warned club 
owners they faced fines if they brawled 
verbally in public and announced that 
any player leaving the bench area to 
participate in a fight on the field would 
automatically be fined $200. 

Taking those two steps, of course, un- 
derscored the fact that Rozelle was fully 
aware of the situations involved in the 
feuds singled out above. 

Curtis, the Colts’ middle linebacker and 
a star of their Super Bowl victory over 
Dallas, has tangled with a number of 
tight ends in his short career but has sworn 
retribution against only two—Morin and 
Mike Ditka of the Cowboys. 


* 
rt a 
Cincinnati Coach Paul Brown enjoys a ride courtesy of his players after clinching 
Central Division crown. Beating Cleveland made it even more enjoyable for Brown. 
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Ditka will have to wait since the Colts 
and Cowboys do not meet during the reg- 
ular season, but Curtis will only have to 
wait until the second weekend to begin 
headhunting for Morin. And Curtis has 
been waiting impatiently since the 1968 
NFL title game when he found himself 
the victim of Morin’s educated elbows. 

“He got me in the Adam’s apple,” Cur- 
tis still remembers. “It really killed my 
throat and for two weeks I talked like I 
had laryngitis. I’m looking for a chance 
to get back at him. He’ll go up to catch 
a pass and I'll kill him. But I won't say 
anything to him when I do get him. I 
think he'll know what it’s for.” 

While the Curtis-Morin feud is of fairly 
recent origin, the Modell-Brown feud 
has simmered since the end of the 1962 
season when Brown was fired by Modell, 
remaining in retirement until he came 
back as coach and general manager of 
the expansion Bengals, 

All appeared serene on the scene until 


X% oe A 
Coach Don Shula wasn’t most popular guy 
in Baltimore after leaving for Miami job. 


Nene ~~ -_" RE. 
One of those who wasn’t sorry to see Shula 
leave Baltimore was Bubba Smith (78). 


last year when the two clubs began play- 
ing each other for the first time following 
the new alignment in which the Browns 
and Bengals wound up in the Central Di- 
vision of the American Conference. Until 
then Modell and Brown had maintained a 
discreet silence. 

But the barbs were thrown openly prior 
to their second meeting of 1970. The first 
to sound.off was Brown, who looked back 
at his old club and criticized the Browns 
for their handling of rookie quarterback 
Mike Phipps and the trade of running 
back Ron Johnson and defensive tackle 
Jim Kanicki to the New York Giants. 

Brown never mentioned Modell by 
name, but his reference to a “member of 
the front office who never wore a helmet” 
left no doubt the barbs were aimed at his 
former employer. Modell took it just that 
way in firing back with his own cannon- 
ade, saying: 

“Somebody must have been doing some- 
thing right with the Browns in the last 


8 MM MOTION PICTURE 
— g—— PROJECTOR 


ONLY 
$5%8 


Complete 


FREE: NEW THRILLING SENSATION 


Add 3-D Stereo effect with ‘‘Miracle Specs’’ 
which makes people look so full and real you 
can reach out and touch them. One pair 
comes with each projector. Additional pairs 
are $2.98 each. 


FEATURES: 


© Sturdy Construction * Speed Control for fast 
+ Complete with Screen or slow motion 
e Projects color or ¢ Guaranteed 

black and white 


HAVE ALL THE FUN OF PRIVATE MOVIES 
NOW AT THIS LOW PRICE 

Precision engineered and compact. 
portable in its own case. Needs no electric outlet 
since it is battery operated. So simple and safe 
to use even a child can operate it. Its double lens 
focusing is sure and easy for bright, clear pictures. 


10 DAY FREE TRIAL—Money back guarantee on 
10 day free trial. Don't delay—send $6.98 plus 
75c for postage and handling or send $1.00 good 
will deposit and pay postman balance on delivery 
plus C.0.D. and postage charges. Add $2.98 for 
each pair of additional ‘Miracle Specs." 


HONOR HOUSE PROD. CORP., DEPT. 474NP794) 
Lynbrook, New York 11563 
N. Y. State Residents add applicable Sales Tax. 


Completely 


COURSE HOME STUDY. 
PROGRAM «"¢ FREE 
NERVE CENTER CHART 


JU 
JITSU 


JUDO, BOXING, SAVATE 
Isometric Muscle Building, 
Endurance, Stunts, etc. 


Here is what you get! 
@ 20 best KARATE Blows and Chops 
® SAVATE French foot fighting 

@ Nerve center anatomy chart 

@ JUDO throws, Jiu Jitsu holds 

@ isometric muscle building course 
® Endurance Exercises and lots more 
This 20 course program is designed to develop 
your body into a tough, well muscled, machine 
that is trained in the ancient and modern 
skills of self defence against armed and un- 
armed attackers. 


You will feel new pride and confidence in the 
knowledge that you need no longer back down 
from a bully, or fear after dark attack. 


FEEL BETTER-LOOK BETTER—Start now by or- 
dering this buy of a lifetime. Only $1.00 plus 
25c for postage and handling. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or money back. 


10 DAY 
FREE TRIAL 
ee ee ee — << 


| GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS Dept. 474KR7 7A 
Lynbrook, New York 11563 


Rush me the 20 course program and the FREE 

Karate Nerve Center Chart. | may return it after 10 

days trial for a full purchase refund if | am not 
| 100% satisfied. 

| am enclosing $1.00 plus 25¢ for postage and 


| 
] handling. ] 
| 
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NAME, 


Notre Dame 


Practice Jersey 


Youth size practice jersey with Property 
of Notre Dame Athletic Dept. right on 
the front. Surprise all your pals with 
the fact that you've made the team. 
Specify sizes S, M, or L. Only $2.98 
+ 36¢ shipping charges. Full Money 
Back Guarantee. Send cash, check or 
money order or order C.0.D. ($1 
deposit). 

Royal Advertising Corp., Dept. PF Lynbrook, N.Y. 


PRO SPORTS Tote Bags 


A Now, you can ‘‘tote’’ all your ‘‘gear”’ in your 
very own tote bag imprinted with your favorite 
pro-football, baseball, basketball, or hockey 
# team. All NFL, NHL, NBA and major league 
teams available. Bags are white with red trim. 
Full size 11” x 18". Specify team. Only $2.98 
+ 36¢ shipping charges. Full Money Back 
Guarantee. Send cash, check or money order 
or order C.0.D. ($1 deposit). 

> Royal Advertising Corp., Dept. PF-1 Lynbrook, N.Y. 
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Coach George Allen (dark glasses) was fired by LA, then rehired when players squawked. 


seven years—we have won one world, 
three divisional] and four conference cham- 
pionships. My memory also tells me that 
in Mr. Brown’s last five seasons in Cleve- 
land, his team failed to win even one con- 
ference title.” 

And then Modell touched upon some 
of Brown’s moves with the Bengals: 

“Mr. Brown fails to mention that his 
first moves upon going to Cincinnati 
were to trade his first and second round 
draft choices for what he considered to be 
a top quarterback, John Stofa. Last 
time I looked, John Stofa was no longer 
on the Cincinnati roster. 

“I could also remind him of deals that 
sent Henry Jordan, Willie Davis and 
Bill Quinlan to Green Bay, Doug Atkins 
to the Bears and Jim Marshall to the 
Vikings. And a quarterback named Len 
Dawson was released on waivers with 
the Browns getting nothing for him.” 

That the feud plays its role on the field 
when the Browns and Bengals tangle is evi- 
dent from events that occurred after the 
two teams met last season. For Brown 
was in virtual ecstacy after his Bengals 
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posted a 14-10 victory en route to the 
Central Division title, racing off the field 
to the dressing room with a speed that 
startled observers. 

“I guess I was so high I sort of floated 
off the field,” Brown explained. “I really 
wasn’t aware of how fast I was going or 
what I was doing. I just wanted to get into 
the locker room as fast as I could and 
thank my guys for what they did for me.” 

Lucci and Butkus never worked together 
like Modell and Brown before pulling 
apart, but they did, according to Lucci, 


“bounce around a little together and have 


a few drinks” several years ago when both 
were player representatives. 

The split occurred last season when Luc- 
ci and Butkus became entangled in a dis- 
cussion through the newspapers of who 
was the best middle linebacker in the busi- 
ness. Before the smoke had settled, Lucci 
had been quoted, inaccurately according 
to him, as saying Butkus was overrated. 

“What I did say, kind of jokingly,” 
Lucci explains, “was that Butkus got his 
share of publicity, and they made a big 
deal out of it. I've watched Butkus closely 


Now with Redskins, he's aiming for Rams. 


and the man is a great football player. But 
on the other hand, I think I’ve done a hell 
of a job for a lot of years and haven't got- 
ten the publicity.” 

Lucci also feels Butkus gets away with 
things from the officials others are pena- 
lized for. ; 

“I think he gets less penalties because 
he’s Butkus,” Lucci said. “Why? Because 
I think the league is selling something. 
They’re selling stars, and he’s one. It’s not 
a conscious thing, but Butkus doesn’t get 
called the same way as others.” 

Butkus, of course, growled several times 
at what Lucci said, then grunted: 

“Why doesn’t he try to play his way into 
the Pro Bow! instead of talking his way in- 
to it.” 

If that wasn’t enough, he went one step 
further by snubbing Lucci the next time 
they met—which was before the Lions- 
Bears game last year. 

“We were friends, I thought,” Lucci 
said, despite the verbal clash. “When it 
was time for the coin flip before the game, 
I ran out to the officials and he ran out. 
But he didn’t say a word, not even hello.” 


But when they meet again this season 
there’s likely to be a lot more than hellos 
spoken between the two. 

The same situation exists for the Kansas 
City-Oakland games with Dawson, David- 
son and Kansas City receiver Otis Taylor 
the focal points of a feud that dates back to 
their first meeting last season. 

Late in the game, Dawson took off ona 
bootleg around right end and reached the 
Oakland 29 before he was stopped. As 
the Chiefs’ quarterback crouched on the 
ground, Davidson hurtled into him. Tay- 
lor quickly raced to Dawson’s defense by 
Jumping Davidson, starting a melee in 
which players from both teams raced on 
to the field. 

Davidson, the mustachioed master of 
mayhem, pleaded innocent afterwards. 

“Maybe it wasn’t a nice thing to do, but 
I honestly wasn’t sure if Dawson was 
down or not,” he said. “In my opinion, 
Dawson had not been touched down yet. 
I just wanted to make sure he was down. 
That's all, The whistle hadn’t blown when 
I hit him.” 

The officials disagreed. And so did 
Taylor, who left little doubt that any 
time the Raiders mess with Dawson the 
Chiefs will retaliate. 

“He piled on Len with a pretty hard 
blow,” Taylor pointed out. “When Oak- 
land takes a shot at him like that, it’s up 
to us to protect him.” 

While the Chiefs-Raiders feud is strict- 
ly on the player level, the Baltimore- 
Miami fuss traces from Shula’s decis- 
ion to leave the Colts for the Dolphins, 
thereby apparently gaining the everlast- 
ing emnity of Rosenbloom. 

Rosenbloom took particular enjoy- 
ment in twitting Shula after the Colts 
had drubbed the Dolphins 35-0 in their 
first 1970 meeting. When Rosenbloom 
was asked about the result, he said: 

“I couldn't believe my eyes. I thought 
they would be better coached. Former 
coach George Wilson and personnel direc- 
tor Joe Thomas put together a terrific 
team. There isn’t a coach in the league 
who wouldn’t like to have his material.” 

That had to hit Shula hard, but he 
maintained silence, obviously preferring 
to let what happens on the field be his 
answer. The Colts feel that’s the best 
answer too, and Baltimore’s Bubba Smith 
says that’s the way it’s going to be. 

“Sure, most of the rivalry has been be- 
tween the front office people,” Bubba 
points out. “But it’s filtered down to the 
players. To me, and quite a few of the 
other guys. I want to beat him (Shula). 
I want to beat him bad.” 

Shula’s troops have to feel the same 
emotion, and so do Allen's Redskins, who 
will get an opportunity to prove it 
when they take on his former Ram em- 
ployees in the final game of the nationally 
televised Monday night series. 

That Allen, whose contract was not 
extended by the Rams when it ran out 
last year, is bitter about having to leave 
Los Angeles is obvious from the state- 

continued on page 82 
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All NFL and AFL 
Teams Available 


e Full 12” x 30” 
@ All in Full Color 


¢ A Decoration and 
Conversation 
Piece 

— — Full Money Back Guarantee — — 


Royal Advtg. Corp. Dept, 1426 

Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 

Rush me the pennant(s) listed below at only 
$1.00 plus 25¢ shipping charge. Each addi- 
tional team only $1.00, Full Money Back Guar- 
antee if | am not delighted. 


A COLORFUL PENNANT TO DECORATE YOUR ROOM 
Here is a colorful, full color, full size 12” x 30° 
Pennant of your favorite pro-football team all ready 
for you to hang in your room. All NFL and AFL teams 
available. These team pennants make a popular gift 
and collectors item for your family room, den, or 
bedroom. Only $1.00 plus 25¢ shipping charge per 
team. Order more than one at only $1.00 each and 


— And You Can 
Use Them to 
“Muscularize” 
Your Own Body! 


OW did Larry Scott change his once thin, 

weak-looking body into one that is so 

uscular, so powerful and so well-propor- 
tioned that he has been called the ‘Most 
Perfectly Developed Man of All Time’’? 
How did he make the amazing transforma- 
tion that won him the biggest titles in the 
world: “Mr. America,” “Mr. Universe’ 
and “Mr. Olympia’’? And how did he do 
it so quickly? 
Now, for the first time Larry reveals his in- 
nermost training secrets in 7 ecasy-to-under- 
Stand, quick-reading courses. In them he 
tells of “secret” exercise methods that have 
never been made public before — methods 
so revolutionary, so astounding in the re- 
sults they bring that it’s almost hard to be- 
lieye — until you try them yourself. 
For instance, in one course Larry tells how 
you can quickly add 2" — 3” — 5” or even 
MORE to your “pipestem”’-thin upper arms. 
In another course he gives you his unique 
system that can pile up to 5 power-packed 
inches to your chest and improve your lung 
power for swimming, running and other 
sports. In still another he gives you a fool- 
proof method for adding 4” of strong, 
athletic muscle to your legs and pack them 
with spring and “‘piston-powered” speed. 
All this and much, much MORE he reveals 
in his 7 complete courses. Here’s the com- 
plete list: 
1, How to Develop a He-Man V-Shaped 

BACK 


2. How I built My W-I-D-E SHOULDERS 
3. Building a “Mr, America” CHEST 
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CHAMP ATHLETE REVEALS SHORT-CUTS FOR 
BUILDING STRENGTH AND MUSCLES QUICKLY 
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save the 25¢ shipping charge. Specify team or teams Addfees 
desired in handy coupon. Full Money Back Guarantee. City & State = 
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4, Herculean LEGS The “Mr, Universe” Way 
5, How I Built My 20-Inch BICEPS 


6. Molding the “Mr. America” BODY 
7. Album of Larry Scott’s Best Photos and 
How to Pose 
Each course is complete and filled with ac- 
tion photos that show how Larry performs 
his “secret” exercises. Thousands have been 
sold at $1.98 each — 
But now as a reader of this magazine you 
get all 7 for just $7.98 postpaid — a sayings 
of over 40%! 
Let Larry prove his system WORKS! 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


a total of almost $14. 


| WEIDER Dist. Inc. (West of the Rockies) | 
Dept. 358-71LS Weider Distributors, Inc. 

bas Maple Street Box 1667, Santa Monica, 

| Norwood, N.J. 07648 Calif. 90406 


| | want to know Larry Scott's secrets for build- 
ing a powerful, athletic body, Rush me all 7 
of his courses at the special price ‘of just | 
$7.98 — which I'm enclosing now. This saves | 
me 60% off the regular price, 


| 

| 

| | 
| NAME | 
; ADDRESS : See 
| CITY 3 . STATE TAL A oe | 
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pr football doesn’t exactly hit 
its employees, the players, over 
their heads with a sledgehammer to 
pound home the point, but it does 
the next best thing. 

It_ posts a sign in each team’s 
locker room, a sign which is so big 
and whose letters are so bold that 
they look as if they could jump off 
the wall and do the job just as effici- 
ently as a sledgehammer. 

That’s the intent of pro football’s 
ruling elite, and they hope the sign 


has the desired effect. It is posted 
where it can be readily seen by the 


players, as they go in and out of the 
locker room. 

At the top of the two-foot-square 
sign, printed in letters three inches 
high, is the word NOTICE, with an 
exclamation point after it. On the 
next line it says, “To Players of the 


National Football League.” Be- 


neath that, the nature of the sign is 
listed quite plainly: 


“Gambling, 


By Murray Chass 


The NFL has avoided an image-shattering 
scandal through its policy of 

Strict self-policing, and this policy 
centers around a 
constant warning to the 
players to beware 

of their associations 


Bribes and Detrimental Conduct.” 
Then it goes on to elaborate: 
“Under the Standard Player Con- 

tract, all players acknowledge the 

right and power of the Commis- 
sioner to fine and suspend for life, 
or indefinitely, and/or to cancel the 
contract of any player who accepts 

a bribe or agrees to throw or fix a 

game, or who bets on a game, or is 

guilty of conduct detrimental to 
either of the above Leagues or pro- 
fessional football 


NOTICE’ 


TO PLAYERS OF THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE & THE AMERICAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE 


Gambling, Bribes and Detrimental Conduct 
Under the Standard Player Contract, all players acknowledge the 
right and power of the Commissioner to fine and suspend for life 
or indefinitely, and/or to cancel the contract of ony player who 
occepts a bribe or agrees to throw or fix a gome or, having know!- 
edge of the same fails to report the bribe offer or any attempt 
to throw or fix a game or who bets on a game or is guilty of con- 
duct detrimental to either of the above Leagues of professional / 
football Ployer has released and discharged the Commissioner I 
the above Leagues ond all member clubs thereof and each Di- 
rector officer stockholder, owner partner, employee, agent. of- 
ficial or representative of any club or of either of said Leagues 
damoges suits actions 
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NFL Director of Security Jack Danahy, left, and special assistant Bernard Jackson sit before the sign that proclaims league policy. 
30 


The Joe Namath affair was the most famous “association” case in recent years. Joe’s bistro had become a hangout for unsavory elements. 
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Back in 1963, Commissioner Pete Rozelle conferred with treasurer-security chief Austin 


The message is clear. It warns the 
players to keep their noses clean. Next 
to making money, pro football is most 
concerned with being the epitome of 
honesty. Or perhaps the honesty comes 
first—because without it the money 
wouldn’t follow. 

No matter. The important point is the 
National Football League (which now 
includes the American Football League) 
has avoided an image-shattering scandal 
through its policy of strict self-policing, 
and this policy cénters around a constant 
warning to the players to beware. 

(Before the Karras-Hornung and Na- 
math affairs are brought up, it should be 
pointed out that Commissioner Pete Ro- 
zelle’s action in these cases further 
strengthened the league’s image.) 

At the center of the NFL’s self-policing 
policy is its security section headed by a 
former FBI man, Jack Danahy, and 
staffed by 26 investigators—one for each 
club in the loop. 

Contrary to any picture such a staff 
might conjure up—someone once called 
them pro football’s secret police—these 
men are not cut from the same mold as 
Mike Hammer or Sam Spade. They don’t 
slink around practice fields and bars, 
trying to gather information. Although 
they do rely on underworld connections, 
they operate openly. 

“They aren’t sneaking around to keep 


tabs on the players’ personal lives,” 
Danahy says, sitting behind his desk at 
the pro football offices on Park Avenue 
in New York. 

“In fact, we make a practice of get- 
ting our security representatives known 
to the players. We bring them to the 
training camps whenever possible and 
introduce them to the players. We tell 
the players where they can be reached, 
and we encourage them to feel free to 
call the security people whenever they 
decide they want to.” 

Of all the security people, Danahy is 
the only full-time employee. A 51-year-old 
father of seven, he became the NFL’s 
Director of Security on December 16, 
1968, three days after he retired from 
his job as supervisor of organized crime 
in the FBI’s New York City office. 

He was recommended for the football 
job by his predecessor, Bill Hundley. 
Hundley left to practice law in Wash- 
ington, D.C., where he had been head 
of the organized crime section in the 
Justice Department before joining the 
National Football League. 

In carrying out his duties. Danahy is 
aided by Bernard Jackson, a_ special 
assistant to Rozelle who had previously 
been the director of the Civilian Review 
Board -of the New York City Police 
Department. 

The staff of 26 field representatives 


Gunsel about the Hornung-Karras situation. 


consists of former FBI agents or ex- 
policemen who are now attorneys and 
private investigators. They are on yearly 
retainers, and are also paid hourly fees 
for any additional investigations Danahy 
might request. 

“All of them are well-trained criminal 
investigators and all have underworld 
sources,” Danahy explains. 

The task of the security division can 
be broken down into four categories: 
1) Gambling (betting and fixing); 2) 
Associations (player and otherwise) ; 3) 
investigation of prospective owners and 
officials; and 4) investigation of pro- 
spective friends and business associates 
for players and anyone else involved in 
the game. The latter assignment is the 
division’s newest one, having been started 
just last year. 

“If someone is contemplating going 
into business or going to work for an- 
other person,’ Danahy says, “we will 
investigate, free of charge, the people he 
would be involved with. We have done 
about 20 such investigations and, in 
maybe 50 per cent of them, we found 
information to warrant caution.” 

Danahy received a letter last October 
from his agent in a city with a team in 
the Western Division of the AFL. One of 
the defensive players on the club had 
asked the agent to check on a tavern 
owner who was soliciting his friendship. 


Danahy’s man investigated and found 
that the tavern owner had a record of 
19 arrests, and only a few months be- 
fore had pleaded guilty to a federal 


gambling charge. End of a budding 
friendship: 

A similar investigation ended the day- 
dreams of a group of people interested 
in buying an NFL team. 

“There was this one man at the head 
of it,” Danahy relates. “It turned out he 
was a little merchant and he got together 
about 30 or 40 people. They wanted to 
buy the club, but there was no way they 
would have been able to run it. They 
had no financial background at all. We 
washed them out right away. 

“Whenever a team is being sold, the 
proposed buyers are made known to me 


and I conduct an investigation prior to 


The principals in the ‘63 

betting “scandal” each received a 
one-year suspension. Paul 
Hornung, above, talks things over 
with his attorney after 

hearing of it, while Alex Karras, 
right, appears glum. Joe 

Namath, left got a TV program. 


their becoming the owners. In fact, they 
can become the owners only with the 
approval of the commissioner, and he 
bases his approval largely on our inves- 
tigation. We investigate the financial sta- 
bility of the intended buyers and ascer- 
tain whether they'll be able to operate 
the team financially. 

“When we investigate prospective offi- 
cials—referees—we make sure they’re of 
good character and reputation. We also 
make sure they're okay financially. We 
don’t want someone moonlighting as an 
official because he needs the money. We 
want men who are established in their 
own right, and who were living within 
their means before they came to us.” 

More vital to the security of the NFL, 
however, are the other two aspects of 
Danahy’s division—gambling and asso- 
ciations. In fact, the primary task of his 
staff every week is to check on and re- 
cord the betting line on each game in 
each league city. At least twice during 
the week, and frequently more often, 
Danahy receives telephone calls from his 
security representatives who have ob- 
tained, from the local bookies, the line 
on each game. 

In his office, he maintains an elaborate 
chart system. He has a sheet of paper 
for every game, and on each sheet he 
lists 26 point spreads—one from each 
league city. He records the opening line, 


the closing line and any changes that 
take place in between. 

“Our men follow the line day-to-day,” 
Danahy says, “and if there is any appre- 
ciable change in the point spread for 
any game, they notify me immediately 
and we start looking for the reason. It 
might be indicative of a betting coup or 
a fix. So far, thank goodness, any unusual 
change has been explainable. 

“Take, for example, a Dallas-New 
York game last October. The opening 
line on the game had Dallas by 14%. 
But then it went up to 16. When I heard 
about it, I figured 144 points is unusual. 
When we checked, we found there was 
a logical explanation. The Giants had 
some injuries, particularly to Spider 
Lockhart, and thus the change. 

continued on page 79 
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Don Klosterman stirs things up wherever he goes—Houston, 
Los Angeles, San Diego, Kansas City and now Baltimore. 
What's also nice is he turns football teams into champions. 


MIRACLE MAN 


OF THE 
CHAMPION 
BALTIMORE COLTS 


By Larry Fox 


on Klosterman likes to talk football, es- 

pecially with football players. So he was 
kind of pleased a couple of years ago when 
Charlie Lockhart came by to visit him one 
day in Houston. 

Lockhart's brother, Spider, is an out- 
standing safety man for the New York 
Giants, and the Oilers had signed Charlie 
the year before as a free agent out of North 
Texas State. However, he hurt his shoulder, 
underwent surgery and was released. 

That might have been the end of it, 
except Charlie Lockhart thought the Oilers 
owed him some back pay. He was calling 
on Klosterman to collect it. Their argument 
grew heated and Lockhart pulled a gun. 
Fortunately for all concerned, Houston scout 
Tom Williams was in the room and he man- 
aged to disarm the defensive halfback. 


“That's why you've got to hire good 
scouts,” Klosterman joked. 

Nobody has pulled any guns on the 
doughty little football executive since he 
moved last January to the Baltimore Colts as 
executive vice president and general man- 
ager. And they don’t figure to, either. One 
of the reasons Colt owner Carroll Rosen- 
bloom hired Klosterman is the little guy's 
perfect track record. Every place he’s been, 
the team has won a championship. 

“When I arrived in Baltimore it was as 
if they had just suffered through a catastro- 
phe. It was like doomsday. ‘What can you 
do to help us?’ the fans pleaded. It was a 
hard thing to remember that here was a 
team that had finished with an 8-5-1 record 
in 1969 and was second in its division.” 

Still, Klosterman and Rosenbloom were 
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aware that the Colts had been winning 
on momentum without real strong front- 
office direction. Capable Don Kellert had 
retired after the 1966 season and former 
player Joe Campanella was hired to re- 
place him. However, less than two 
months after- accepting the job, Campa- 
nella dropped dead of a heart attack 
while playing handball. Harry Hulmes, 
whose background had been in public re- 
lations, was rushed in as a replacement. 
Hulmes, who has since moved on to New 
Orleans, lasted two years before Klos- 
terman was hired the Monday before the 
Super Bowl to replace him. 

Klosterman’s hiring had a second sig- 
nificance as well. All of his executive 
experience has been in the American 
Football League. In 1970, Baltimore 
would be moving over to compete among 
the newer clubs under terms of the 
merger and realignment. Rosenbloom 
wanted a man who knew the opposition. 

The merger was a long way from even 
founder Lamar Hunt’s wildest dreams 
when the AFL went into business back 
in 1960. The Chargers at that time were 
based in Los Angeles and Frank Leahy, 
who had to bow out early because of ill 
health, was their general manager. The 
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first man he hired was former Loyola of 
Los Angeles quarterback Don Kloster- 
man. Don’s title was Director of Player 
Scouting as he joined the crackerjack 
staff being assembled by coach Sid Gill- 
man that also included Chuck Noll, Al 
Davis and Jack Faulkner. 

Among the players Klosterman helped 
enroll that first year were Jack Kemp, 
Paul Lowe, Dave Kocourek, Paul Ma- 
guire, Ernie Wright, Sam DeLuca and 
Ron Mix, whom he signed in head-to- 
head competition with the Colts. 

The Chargers won the Western Divi- 
sion title that year, then moved to San 
Diego and repeated as Klosterman added 
such as Earl Faison, Ernie Ladd, Keith 
Lincoln. Bob Searpitto. Reg Carolan, 
Glenn Bass and Chuck Allen. 

While the Chargers were going 12- 
and-2, however, the Dallas Texans were 
stumbling home second at 6-and-8. La- 
mar Hunt, their owner, hired Klosterman 
away from SD to be his Director of Play- 
er Personnel. That very season, the Tex- 
ans responded by winning the AFL 
championship in the famous double-over- 
time game against Houston. 

The next season they moved to Kansas 
City where, over four years and in bitter 
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Klosterman, left, looked on as Youngstown’s Larry Jordon and LA Chargers’ coach Jack Faulkner agreed on contract terms back in 1961. 


competition with the National Football 
League, Klosterman signed such as Bob- 
by Bell, Buck Buchanan and Ed Budde; 
Pete Beathard and Ed Lothamer; Otis 
Taylor, Frank Pitts and Gloster Richard- 
son; and Aaron Brown and Mike Gar- 
rett. When the Chiefs won the AFL title 
and played against Green Bay in the first 
Super Bowl, it was written that the team 
“was Don Klosterman’s monument on the 
playing field.” 

At this point, however, Don was al- 
ready on the move again. Houston, after 
an early success in the AFL’s formative 
years, had fallen behind. Flamboyant 
Bud Adams tapped Klosterman to lead 
the club back as executive vice presi- 
dent-general manager. By his second 
year, Klosterman had the Oilers in the 
AFL playoffs as Eastern Division cham- 
pions, and they finished second the next 
two seasons before Baltimore beckoned. 

“The Baltimore job was different 
because there was a fine nucleus 
and a winning tradition,” Don points out. 
“With the Chargers the first couple of 
years, the team was like putty and we 
were starting from scratch. We also had 
to fight the people who thought we were 
crazy. Kansas City won the first year I 


Signing Michigan State All-American Fred Arbanas for the then Dallas Texans was another of Don’s coups. Arbanas has been an AFI great. 


was there, but then we had to sell the 
team to fans in the new city. When they 
won the Super Bowl (with 15 Kloster- 
man signees still on the 40-man roster) 
and all those people greeted them at the 
airport, I couldn’t help remembering how 
only 6,300 people had showed up for our 
first game there. Houston had enjoyed 
early success, but hadn’t won for a while 
when I got there. The town was split in 
its support until we were able to move 
into the Astrodome.” 

In addition to success, controversy has 
followed Klosterman from city to city. 
One AFL rival points out: “He always 
takes a lot of the bows. He'll tell you he 
signed this guy and that guy, but people 
at that place don’t always agree. It al- 
ways seemed like a contest between him 
and Al Davis (another personal horn- 
tooter) as to who signed all those good 
guys for the Chargers.” 

Klosterman also departed Kansas City 
and Houston amidst little-publicized, but 
very real bitterness. Don is an enthusi- 
astic man. That is one reason for his 
success. However, as he continued tout- 
ing his fine rookies at Kansas City, some 
people felt it was, intentionally or not, a 
put-down of coach Hank Stram for not 
going undefeated every year. Klosterman 
was a particularly big booster of quarter- 


back Pete Beathard, who sat on the’ 


bench behind Len Dawson. 

It was no coincidence that Beathard 
followed Klosterman to Houston—and 
was traded away to St. Louis soon after 
his mentor left the Oilers. 


= 
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As general manager of the Houston Oilers in 1966, Klosterman inked veteran NFL halfback 
John Henry Johnson to a two-year pact. John Henry, a 12-year pro campaigner, was a find. 
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The big split in Kansas City came 
when Klosterman was quoted as saying 
the club should move to Los Angeles. 
Although he denied it, the damage was 
done. Hunt had staked his team’s future 
in Kansas City and could not tolerate 
any affront to his fans. 

There was also friction in Houston be- 
tween Klosterman and coach Wally 
Lemm. This is always the case when 
there are strong men as coach and gen- 
eral manager. When Klosterman left for 
Baltimore with the expiration of his con- 
tract, Lemm moved into a commanding 
position with more control over the make- 
up of his team. He quickly traded away 
Beathard and Miller Farr, another Klos- 
terman acquisition, for his old St. Louis 
quarterback, Charlie Johnson. 

Beathard’s fortunes and those of Klos- 
terman have been closely intertwined. 
Both are from the Los “Angeles area and 
Klosterman has known Pete since he was 
a junior in high school. In fact. Pete’s 
older brother, Bobby, played on the same 
Cal Poly team with Don’s younger broth- 
er, Tommy, 

Klosterman says his two best trades 
were the ones in which he got Beathard 
from Kansas City during the 1967 sea- 
son, and Farr from San Diego just be- 
fore that campaign. Farr was an All Star 
for two seasons and Beathard was the 
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catalyst who made Houston a champion 
within days of his arrival. IIness and in- 
jury hampered Pete the next two seasons, 
and many experts point out that the one 
season he got a chance to play, and was 
healthy, he won. 

Ironically, the Oilers dealt for Beath- 
ard, who led their late-season title charge 
past the Jets, be¢ause they. had been sty- 
mied in earlier efforts to land Joe Kapp 
from Canada. Kapp, who in 1969 paced 
the Vikings to the NFL title, had played 
out his option. Under NFL rules, he was 
a free agent on May 1—at which point 
the Oilers signed him. In Canada. how- 
ever, the contracts run through June 1. 
The Canadians complained and NFL 
Commissioner Pete Rozelle voided the 
deal, charging the Oilers with tampering. 

Klosterman’s finest moments, though, 
came not as a trader but as a competitor 
in pro football’s bitter signing war. 
That’s where his personality, salesman- 
ship and competitive zeal wete realized 
to the fullest. 

The first player he ever signed was 
Ron Mix, perhaps the best’ tackle ever to 
play in the AFL. Mix also was Balti- 
more’s No. 1 pick out of Southern Cal, 
but Klosterman and Mix both worked 
out in the same Los Angeles gym. It was 
easy. John Had! was another Klosterman 
prize with the Chargers. The Lions had 
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One of the last of the AFL-NFL wartime signees was USC halfback Mike Garrett. Klosterman enlisted him after his final college game. 


picked Hadl No. 1 out of Kansas and 
talked of making him a running back. 
Klosterman and Sid Gillman sold Hadl 
on his future as a quarterback. 

With the Chiefs, one of Don’s first 
prizes was Bobby Bell, an All-American 
out of Minnesota who had also been 
drafted by the Vikings. In this case, 
money talked. 

“IT remember I spent four days up 
there talking to Bobby. Then I explained 
our offer to him and to one of his ad- 
visors. The advisor then told Bobby, 
‘Yes, that’s a very fair offer. T think you 
should take it. By the way, Mr. Kloster- 
man, you're with the Vikings, aren’t 
you?’ The advisor was disappointed 
when I told him I was with the Chiefs, 
but he stuck with the decision.” Kloster- 
man recalls. 

Mike Garrett and Aaron Brown were 
the last of the wartime signees. Garrett 
was signed under the goal posts after 
his last college game. but the most dra- 
matic episode involving Kansas City in 
the war revolved around receiver Otis 
Taylor. NFL baby-sitters had secreted 
Taylor and several other top prospects 
in a Dallas motel so they could not be 
contacted by AFL scouts. One night, all 
the boys were given sleeping pills. How- 
ever, Taylor and his roommate (tackle 

continued on page 81 
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By Tom Saladino 


he New York Giants, without a title for 

seven years, will make it to the top of 
the heap in the East Division of the Na- 
tional Football Conference in 1971 with 
Fran Tarkenton and Ron Johnson leading 
the way. 

The Giants just missed in 1970, barely 
losing to Dallas, by dropping their final 
game of the regular season to Los Angeles 
but Alex Webster has the New Yorkers 
believing in themselves and the Giants 
will again be the class of the East. 

Dallas claims theyll be back in the 
Super Bowl after losing to Baltimore’s 
champions in the waning seconds, 16-13, 
but the passing of Craig Morton, off last 
season’s performance, doesn’t seem cap- 
able of leading the Cowboys to another 
Eastern title although the defense will 
again try to grab it from the Giants. 

It will be a four-team battle with the 
Washington Redskins and St. Louis Card- 
inals also in the thick of it but the Skins 
will edge out St. Louis. Again the differ- 
ence is at quarterback, Sonny Jurgensen 
being much superior to the Cards’ Jim 
Hart. 

Washington also has a new coach in 
George Allen and virtually a new defen- 
sive unit. 

The Cards have a new coach in Bob 
Hollway after their late season dive last 
year and it appears that St. Louis will 
go back a little, rather than forward. 

Philadelphia will again pull up the rear 
in the five-team East. The Eagles have a 
new quarterback and some promising 
youngsters, but their running is question- 
able with Tom Woodeshick coming off a 
broken leg and the defense is still porous. 

Detroit will be the best in the Central 
Division and will make the trip to the 
Super Bowl and bring back the trophy 
for the NFC. 

Greg Landry has taken over as the 
leader at quarterback and Joe Schmidt 
has all the horses he needs if injuries don’t 
hurt them as in the past two seasons. 

Minnesota will make the playoffs but 
fall just shy of the Lions, finishing second. 
Bud Grant will go along with Gary Cuozzo 
again at quarterback but picked up Norm 
Snead from the Eagles for insurance. 


Again it will be the league’s best defense 
that will take the Vikings to a successful 
season. 

Green Bay keeps slipping and has a 
new coach for 1971 in Dan Devine, but 
with aging quarterback Bart Starr and 
sporadic running by Donny Anderson, 
Jim Grabowski and Dave Hampton, the 
offense just isn’t potent enough to get 
close to the Lions or Vikings. Green Bay’s 
defensive secondary is getting old and if 
Willie Wood doesn’t have a solid year, 
the Packers could finish last behind Chi- 
cago. 

The Bears have a big question mark 
in Gale Sayers, who underwent his second 
knee operation in February. If Sayers 
recovers sufficiently, the Bears will nudge 
out Green Bay. Without a 100 per cent 
Sayers, Chicago fans will be in for a long, 
cold season. Even super star Dick Butkus, 
anchoring the defense, can’t help. 

Los Angeles will again reign in the 
West after San Francisco’s surprise 1970 
season. 

The Rams have a new coach in Tommy 
Prothro and lots of new faces, including 
the swift Travis Williams from Green 
Bay, to hypo the running game. And 
Roman Gabriel, the 1969 MVP in the 
league, will come back to lead the way, 
after an off-season. The defense again will 
be led by All-Pro.Deacon Jones. 

The 49ers got a superlative season out of 
36-year-old John Brodie, who captured 
the MVP award and numerous other 
trophies during the off-season. But Brodie 
can’t do it again and the 49er defense just 
isn’t up to the calibre of the top teams. 
Another problem is being in the same 
division with Los Angeles. 

The New Orleans Saints will have Archie 
Manning, the Ole Miss wonder boy and he 
will make things exciting for New Orleans 
fans but the swing is to youth and the 
Saints are still a couple of years away. 

Norm Van Brocklin claims the Falcons’ 
defense is nearly as good as any in pro 
football but the Atlanta coach still needs 
an offense. And with Bob Berry at quarter- 
back, the Falcons will not have enough. 
No. | choice, running back Joe Profit, will 
help the running game, but not enough. 
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NFC East 


NEW YORK GIANTS | 


CMMheir first defense is their offense,” 
says St. Louis quarterback Jim Hart, 
referring to the New York Giants. “And, 
that’s the best defense there is, I guess.” 
And for that reason, together with a 
Steadily improving conventional de- 
fense, the Giants, after seven years as also- 
rans will come out on top in the Eastern 
Conference. 

The leader of the offense is Fran Tarken- 
ton, who, in guiding the Giants to a 9-5 
mark and a near miss of the conference 
title in 1970, had the best season in his 
l1-year pro career. 

The other people who helped were Ron 
Johnson, the second year runner out of 
Michigan; Tucker Frederickson, bouncing 
back after two knee operations; Clifton 
McNeil, trade acquisition; and rookie tight 
end Bob Tucker, who came out of the 
minors to bolster the pass-catching corps. 

It all added up to the fourth best of- 
fense in the league and the second best 
passing unit over-all. Defensively, the 
Giants ranked 10th in the NFC and that 
was where Coach Alex Webster, going 
into his third full season as boss, zeroed 
in at the college draft. 

Webster's No. | choice was Rocky 
Thompson, a 9.3 sprinter from West 
Texas State, who expected to fill a wide 
receiver spot. Then the former fullback 
chose tackle Wayne Walton of Abilene 
Christian. After that, Webster went for 
defense, grabbing Ron Hornsby, a line- 
backer from Southeast Louisiana on the 
next round and defensive tackle David 
Tipton of Stanford No. 4. 

Tarkenton, passed for 2,777 yards and 
19 touchdowns. After a slow start in which 
the Giants lost their first three games, Fran 
came on and the New Yorkers won six in 
a row and became a challenger for the 
East crown. Only a 31-3 loss to Los An- 
geles in the final game of the season ended 
this dream, but 1971 is another year. 

And Johnson, who rushed for 1,027 
yards, the first Giant in history ever to go 
over the magic mark, should improve 
with the experience of last year. He also 
snared 47 passes for another 487 yards, 
making Tarkenton more dangerous for his 
scrambling running and easing the load 
for Frederickson, who ran for 375 tough 
yards. 

McNeil grabbed 50 passes for 764 yards 
while Tucker, who played in the Atlantic 
Coast League with Pottstown, Pa., before 
the Giants signed him, came away with 
40 catches for 571 yards and valuable 
blocking. 

The kicking of Pete Gogolak was im- 
pressive as the former Ivy Leaguer booted 
25 of 41 field goal attempts and had 107 
points. 
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Webster counts on the same backfield 
with depth in Joe Morrison and Bobby 
Duhon backing up the runners and Dick 
Shiner again behind Tarkenton. McNeil 
and Thompson should man the wide 
posts along with Don Herrmann and Dick 
Houston, 

The interior line remains intact with 
Larson at center, Willie Young, Rich 
Buzin at the tacklés and Pete Case and 
Doug Van Horn at the guards. Charlie 
Harper filled in ably for Case, who was 
injured and missed five games last year 
while the rookie Walton will also see 
plenty of action. 

The defensive backfield is set with Willie 
Williams and Scott Eaton at the corners 
and Spider Lockhart and Tom Longo at 
the safety spots. 

Jim Files, the No. | draft choice of 1969, 
filled the middle linebacker spot admir- 
ably and is set for many years to come. 
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Tucker Frederickson gained 375 yards last year, mostly on quick openers like this. 


The Giants will again rely on oldsters 
Matt Hazeltine and Ralph Heck on the 
outside but will be trying to fit in some of 
the youngsters along the way. 


Tipton and Ted Gregory, a defensive 
end out of Delaware will be given shots 
at the interior line where the Giants are 
weakest. Fred Dryer, another No. | choice 
out of San Diego in 1968 is set at one end 
but the other spot is wide open with 
veteran Bob Lurtsema and John Baker 
battling with rookies for the job. The 
tackles will be manned by Jim Kanicki 
and Jerry Shay, but Tipton will be given 
every opportunity there. 


The picture looks bright for New York, 
without a title since 1963. With the expe- 
rience of a Winning season and the blend- 
ing of veterans and top choices of the past 
three years, making good, this looks like 
the year they make it to the top. 


NFC East 


DALLAS 


COWBOYS 


CC UATe ll be back in the Super Bowl.” 
Those were the words spoken by 
middle linebacker Lee Roy Jordan, soon 
after Dallas had dropped a 16-13 decision 
to the Baltimore Colts last January for the 
Super Bowl V title. 

But if the Cowboys are to make it in 
1971, it will have to be on defense which 
was the fourth best in the entire National 
Football League last year. 

The Dallas offense again will be headed 
by quarterback Craig Morton, who al- 
though ranked fifth in the league statis- 
tics, didn’t shine in the playoff victories 
over Detroit and San Francisco. His 
passing in the Super Bowl was virtually 
non-existent, 

“I don’t believe the coaches will go all 
season with him (Morton) again unless 
he does better,” Jordan said. 

However Jordan pointed out the de- 
fense. “We're proud of our defense and we 
believe no one can score on us.” 

And in reeling off seven straight vic- 
tories to reach the Super Bowl, the Cow- 
boys. proved it in one stretch, allowing 
only 15 points and one touchdown in 
winning their final four regular-season 
games. 

It was the fifth consecutive season 
Dallas had reached the playoffs but for 
the first time it seemed the Cowboys had 
come of age under Coach Tom Landry 
and believed in themselves. 

“In the past the club was bothered by 
petty jealousies,” said Jordan, “This end- 
ed however last year.” 

The turning point in 1970 came when 
St. Louis crushed the Cowboys 38-0 in 
Dallas and the critics were saying the Cow- 
boys were dead, 

But the Cowboys proved their detrac- 
tors wrong by not losing again until the 
Super Bowl. 

But in 1971 they'll have to battle the 
New York Giants for the title and their 
quarterbacking remains a problem, may- 
be too much to overcome. 

Backing up Morton will be ex-Navy 
ace Roger Staubach, who saw limited 
service last season and didn’t see any ac- 
tion during the Cowboys’ winning string. 
And Dallas didn’t pick any important 
signal-callers in the draft. 

The running game remains their No. | 
threat again after leading the league with 
164 yards a game last year. Back is Duane 
Thomas, rookie of the year in the Na- 
tional Football Conference, who rushed 
for 803 yards, along with Walt Garrison, 
who gained 507 yards. Calvin Hill, 1969's 
rookie of the year, was beset by an injured 
heel but still ran for 577 yards, most of it 
early in the season, but Landry plans to 
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Speedster Bob Hayes scored 11 TDs last year. 


switch the versatile performer to tight end. 

Bob Hayes, the former Olympic sprint- 
er, heads the receivers. After coming out of 
Landry’s doghouse he caught 34 passes for 
889 yards and ten touchdowns. But Lance 
Rentzel, arrested on a morals charge, is 
questionable. Dennis Homan is the third 
long receiver, At tight end it'll be a battle 
among holdovers Pettis Norman, Mike 
Ditka and Hill. 

The offensive line appears set again 
with Ralph Neely and Tony Liscio at the 
tackles, guards John Niland, Blaine Nye 
and center Dave Manders. 

On defense, the acquisition of Herb Ad- 
derley from Green Bay at one cornerback 
and Mel Renfro at the other along wit 
the emergence of rookies Charley Water: 
and Cliff Harris at the safeties, made the 
pass defense respectable and No. 2 draft 
choice Isaac Thomas should help. 


The linebackers again will be Chuck 
Howley, the MVP in the Super Bowl, and 
Dave Edwards at the corners with Jordan 
manning the middle. This trio is probably 
the quickest of any group in the league. 

And the defensive line led by All-Pro 
tackle Bob Lilly will again give opposing 
quarterbacks fits. 

Jethro Pugh, the 6-6 260 pounder teams 
with Lilly at the other tackle with Ron East 
in reserve while at the ends holdovers 
George Andrie and Larry Cole hold off the 
outside running. No. | draft pick Tody 
Smith of Southern California will chal- 
lenge Andrie for the starting spot. 

So after a near miss last year the Cow- 
boys will move to a new ballpark, Texas 
Stadium, and maybe this could be their 
year...if they get by the Giants in their 
division. A 
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NFC East © 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


wo weeks before the college football 

draft George Allen took over as coach 
of the Washington Redskins and 
announced: 

“Our main goal for 1971 is improving 
the Redskins. I think we can improve the 
defense.” 

Do you think Allen, who quit or was 
fired from Los Angeles, which always 
had a tough defensive unit, knew some- 
thing? 

The day of the draft, Allen declared: 

“The future is now. We want to win 
in 1971.” 

And he went out and got himself half 
of the Rams’ defensive unit in a trade bid 
for instant success after the Skins fell to a 
6-8 mark and fourth place in the East in 
1970. ; 

Allen reclaimed his starters at Los An- 
geles in linebackers Myron Pottios, Jack 
Pardee and Maxie Baughn, three veterans; 
defensive tackle Diron Talbert and offen- 
sive guard John Wilbur and running back 
Jeff Jordan. 

In return, Allen gave up linebacker 
Marlin McKeever and the Skins’ No. | 
and No. 3 draft picks this year and five 
more picks—No. 3 through No. 7 in 1972. 

Allen then obtained the rights to former 
Green Bay receiver Boyd Dowler, who re- 
tired last year and was an assistant to 
Allen at L.A. 

With only a No. 2 choice among the 
high picks left for Allen, he chose wide 
receiver Cotton Speyrer of Texas and his 
next pick on the sixth round was offen- 
sive guard Conway Hayman of Delaware. 

But no matter, it is Allen’s belief that 
the offense, led by the passing of Sonny 
Jurgensen and the running of Larry Brown, 
No. | rusher in the league, and premier 
pass catcher Charlie Taylor, will get the 
points. It is defense which would make 
them a contender. 

But for 1971 it won’t be enough to over- 
come the New York Giants or Dallas 
Cowboys. 

The “new look” Skins’ of 1971 will be a 
far cry from the Washington team of 1970 
which had high hopes for a division 
title. Vince Lombardi had made them 
respectable for the first time in many 
years in 1969—his first year as coach. 
But Lombardi succumbed to cancer be- 
fore the 1970 season. Bill Austin took over 
and the Redskins never jelled. 

The Redskins were sixth over-all offen- 
sively last year with Jurgensen, No. 2 in 
passing and Brown, the top runner‘with 
1,125 yards but the defense ranked 12th. 
Jurgenson will be backed up by Billy Kil- 
mer, obtained from New Orleans in the 
off season. 
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Charlie Harraway teams with Brown 
at the other running post while Taylor, 
Walt Roberts and tight end Jerry Smith 
are as good a trio of pass catchers around. 
And Jerry Richter can fill in. 

The offensive line will have Wilbur and 
Ray Schoenke at the guards, and Walt 
Rock and Jim Snowden at the tackles 
along with last year’s fine rookie Paul 
Laaveg battling the pair of veterans along 
with center Len Hauss. 

The defensive backfield is solid with 
little Pat Fischer, in his 10th season, still 
one of the best at one cornerback spot and 
Ted Vactor or Mike Bass at the other. The 
safeties will be manned by Rickie Harris 
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Sonny Jurgensen's 59.9 completion percentage led all pro football passers last year. 


and Brig Owens while the linebackers 
should be two of the former LA trio and 
Chris Hanburger. 


Talbert will fill one of the tackle holes 
with Bill Brundige, last year’s fine rookie 
at one end. John Hoffman, Bruce Ander- 
son and Leo Carroll will fight it out for the 
other end spot while 13-year vet Floyd 
Peters will be at another tackle spot. 


The Redskins probably: won't win a title 
in their first year under Allen but they 
certainly won't be outclassed by anyone 
and should turn in some upsets and fill 
Robert F. Kennedy Stadium each Sun- 
day with some exciting football. A 


NFC East 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


he St. Louis Cardinals will have a new 

coach and a new psychology but it 
looks like the same old story for St. Louis 
fans—close but no cigar. 

Last year St. Louis rolled at an 8-2-1 
clip with three games left and appeared 
shoo-ins for the East Division title but fell 
on its face, dropping the last three games 
and finishing third. 

The result was that Charlie Winner was 
fired and Bob Hollway hired. 

The 45-year-old Hollway, a Minnesota 
assistant coach for four years, was in 
charge of the Vikings’ vaunted defense 
and promises the St. Louis Cardinals 
will be ready to play football this year. 
But so will New York, Dallas and Wash- 
ington, one of whom figure to beat out 
St. Louis for the East title. 

“I believe in sound football,” Hollway 
says. “But I also believe in bold football. 
We will strive for the big play and we will 
make the big play.” 

Last year St. Louis failed to make the 
big play when it counted and collapsed 
after playing brilliantly for 11 games, los- 
ing to Detroit, New York and Washington 
at the end. Again Hollway reiterates this 
won't happen. “I have a cold, calculated 
approach to football,” he says. “When the 
Cardinals take the field, they will be pre- 
pared, they will be disciplined, and they 
will be in condition.” 

Enough said. He has the material, al- 
though it may be getting a bit old. 

Offensively, St. Louis was second in 
the conference and fifth in defense. 

The passing game was adequate under 
Jim Hart, who passed for 2,575 yards and 
14 touchdowns. However he was inter- 
cepted 18 times and is still erratic. The 
running was balanced with MacArthur 
Lane coming up with a big year and gain- 
ing 977 yards, No. 3 in the entire NFL 
while Johnny Roland, coming off a knee 
operation, ran for 375 more and Cid Ed- 
wards produced 350 yards. The receiving 
department was headed by John Gilliam, 
who snared 45 tosses for 952 yards and 
Dave Williams, a top-notch wide receiver. 
Jackie Smith at tight end is one of the 
best. Rookies Mel Grey of Missouri and 
Jim Livesay of Richmond will beef up the 
threat. 

However the offensive line is getting 
on in years with Ernie McMillan, a 
Il-year vet at one tackle and Bob Rey- 
nolds, a nine-year oldtimer at the other 
and center Irv Goode, who’s been around 
for 10 years, teaming with youngsters 
Charles Hutchison and Mike Lahood at 
the guards. No. 2 draft choice Dan Dier- 
dorf of Michigan has a shot somewhere 
in the interior. 


Larry Wilson (8) throws back Leroy Kelly's TD attempt. Wilson heads Cards’ defense. 


Defensively, the Cards will again be 
tough, led by safety and perennial all- 
pro Larry Wilson. Teaming in the back- 
field with Wilson are Miller Farr, Roger 
Wehrli and Jerry Stovall. And the addi- 
tion of No. | draft choice Norm Thomp- 
son from Utah, should make it even 
tougher. 

At linebacker, the Cards have Don Par- 
ish, who made it as a rookie last year, 


Larry Stallings and Jamie Rivers with 
Rocky Rosema backing up. 


The defensive line appears set with 
Rolf Krueger, Cal Snowden and Chuck 
Walker at the ends, and Bob Rowe and 
Joe Schmiesing at the tackles. 


The Cardinals couldn’t make Charlie 
Winner a winner and don't figure to make 
Hollway one either. A 
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NFC East 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


t will be another long season for Phila- 

delphia Eagle fans but the perennial 
tailenders will at least have a new face at 
quarterback and if the boo birds can hold 
out for another losing season, the Eagles 
might be on the upgrade for the future. 

Philadelphia got rid of quarterback 
Norm Snead, after coming up with only 
one winning season in seven with him, and 
acquired 24-year-old Greg Barton from 
Detroit to handle the leadership of the 
offense. 

And the swing to youth should give No. 
1 draft pick Richard Harris, a defensive 
lineman from Grambling, plenty of time 
to gain experience. The No. 2 choice 
Henry Allison, an offensive guard from 
San Diego State, will help shore up the 
line and Happy Fella, the Texas place- 
kicker will get a big shot at making it 
after the poor kicking season Mark Mose- 
ley had. 

“We are very high on Barton,” said 
general manager Pete Retzlaff. “We feel 
he'll be able to come here and do the job 
we're looking for.” 

However, Barton a third-stringer for 
three years at Detroit, hasn’t had much 
NFL combat and didn’t throw a single 
pass for the Lions last year. 

“Barton’s only drawback could be the 
lack of experience,” said coach Jerry Wil- 
liams, in his third season as top man. 

Pete Liske, acquired from Denver, pro- 
vides quarterback insurance. 

However, it still won’t be enough to get 
the Eagles a winning season and Philadel- 
phia should finish last for the third straight 
season the NFC East. 

Harris, whose coach at Grambling ranks 
him with Willie Davis, Ernie Ladd and 
Buck Buchanan, others from the Louisiana 
school who made it big in the pros, has 
been described as “versatile, mobile and 
hostile.” 

Barton, at least will have a bevy of fine 
receivers to throw to, including Ben Haw- 
kins, Gary Ballman and Harold Jackson, 
each of whom went over the 600-yard 
mark in receiving last year. 

The running game will be bolstered by 
the return of Tom Woodeshick, one of 
the top ground gainers in the game, who 
broke a leg early in the regular season 
last year, along with Lee Bouggess who 
ran for 401 yards and caught 40 passes 
for another 401 yards and leading rusher 
Cyril Pinder, who gallopsed for 657 yards. 

The Eagles front line will have Allison 
and veteran Jim Skaggs at the guards, 
along with second year man Wade Key 
and Joe Carollo at the tackles and Mike 
Evans at center. 

gute defensive line will get a boost from 


the 6-44, 255-pound Harris, who will 
probably go at one end with Tim Rosso- 
vich, a four-year vet and a coming star 
at the other flank. 

Ernie Calloway, only 23, and 26-year- 
old Gary Pettigrew are at the tackles, 
giving the Eagles a youthful but formid- 
able defensive front-four alignment. 

The backfield will need shoring up with 
Nate Ramsey, a nine-year veteran out for 
the season after being shot critically dur- 
ing the winter and LeRoy Keyes, who 
missed the entire season, a question mark 
in the defensive alignment. 


Eagles hope for comeback by Tom Woodeshick, who gained only 254 yards rushing in 1970. 


Ron Medved, Ray Jones, Bill Bradley, 
Steve Preece and Richard Harvey and 
Ed Hayes along with four rookie draftees 
will battle for the wide-open starting 
spots in a weak defensive backfield. 

Davé Lloyd, Ron Porter and Adrian 
Young will be at the linebacking spots 
again. 

All in all it looks like the Eagles will 
struggle but get better as the season 
progresses. But can the fans or Leonard 
Tose, the owner, wait that long? A 


NFC Central 


DETROIT LIONS 


oe Schmidt says it all for the Detroit 

Lions proclaiming, “You can’t win in 
this league by just being good, you have 
to be the best.” 

Well, the Detroit Lions finished second 
best to Minnesota the past two seasons 
but in 1971 Schmidt and his Lions will 
achieve their goal and go all the way to 
win the NFC Central Division and Super 
Bowl VI. 

The Lions have a blend of youth, expe- 
rience and depth and as Schmidt pointed 
out before the college draft: 

“We've got the starters and no draftees 
will jump right in. We're trying to build 
up our bench and secondary strength.” 

In 1970 the Lions rolled to a 10-4 mark 
but made the playoffs with the best sec- 
ond-place mark in the NFC before losing 
to Dallas in the first round. But the 
youngsters have gained experience and 
there will be no stopping them now. 

First Schmidt switched from Bill Mun- 
son to Greg Landry as his starting quarter- 
back midway in the season and the added 
confidence made Landry one of the most 
consistent signal-callers in the league. 

Landry passed at a 61 percent comple- 
tion clip and is a bruising runner, to 
complement the vast talent in the Lions 
ground gaining corps, second best in 
the entire NFC. 

The runners are headed by Mel Farr, 
Altie Taylor and the late-blooming Steve 
Owens, the 1969 Heisman Trophy winner. 

The pass catching is in the capable 
hands of wide receivers Larry Walton, 
Olympic ace Earl McCullough and Chuck 
Hughes along with leading receiver and 
tight end Charlie Sanders. 

The fine offensive line will again be 
anchored by Rocky Freitas and Roger 
Shoals at the tackles and guards Chuck 
Walton and Bob Kowalkowski with Ed 
Flanagan at center. David Thompson, 
of Clemson, a No. 2 draft choice will add 
to the depth at either center or guard. 

The defense, ranked No. 2 in the confer- 
ence, needs very little help with Alex 
Karras, the 13-year-veteran leading the 
charge at tackle and Lem Barney. doing 
his thing at a defensive corner. 

Helping Karras will again be Larry 
Hand, Jim Mitchell and Joe Robb at the 
ends and Jerry Rush at the other tackle 
along with No. | draft choice Bob Bell 
of Cincinnati. 

The linebacking is in the capable hands 
of middle man Mike Lucci and corners 
Wayne Walker and Paul Naumoff with 
another No. 2 draft choice Charlie Wea- 
ver, selected from Southern California. 

Besides Barney, there is Dick LeBeau, 
one of pro football’s top interceptors, and 


Mel Farr ranked seventh among NFC rushers. 


Tommy Vaughn, Mike Weger and Wayne 
Rasmussen. 

Schmidt drafted for defense, feeling his 
offense was young enough and banking 
on the blossoming of Landry and said, 
“We'll be looking toward defense because 
of the age of some of our players but 
we're not looking for specific positions. 
We've really developed a lot in the past 
couple of years.” 

1971 will prove it. & 
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NFC Central 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


efense is the name of the game for the 
Minnesota Vikings but it won't be 
enough to overcome a sporadic offense 
sending the Vikings sliding to the runner- 
up spot in the NFC Central Division. 

The Vikings made only one trade in the 
off-season, acquiring quarterback Norm 
Snead from Philadelphia to backup Gary 
Cuozzo and in the draft went for running 
backs and a wide receiver as their top three 
choices; trying to improve the offense. 

Head Coach Bud Grant won't tamper 
with the defense, and there is no reason 
to, The awesome Vikings again led the 
league in that department, allowing only 
143 points while finishing with a 12-2 
mark. However the 1970 season came to 
an abrupt halt when San Francisco knock- 
ed off Minnesota 17-14 in a first round 
playoff game. 

And Grant needs help in some depart- 
ments. The running game has Clint Jones, 
Bill Brown and Dave Osborne, a formid- 
able trio but Brown is 33 while Jones and 
Osborne have been injury-prone. So Min- 
ny went for running back Leo Hayden of 
Ohio State on the first round for insur- 
ance. 

The Vikings ranked seventh in rushing 
and passing and ninth over-all in defense. 
Cuozzo did a capable job but only ranked 
the No. 10 passer in the league and man- 
aged only seven TD passes. 

Snead, a 10-year-veteran, can throw 
the ball and with a team like Minnesota, 
could turn out to be a fine relief pitcher, 
coming in to bail out Cuozzo on occasion. 

The pass catching is again headed by 
wide receiver Gene Washington, who 
caught 44 passes for 702 yards and four 
TDs. The other wide receivers are Bob 
Grim and John Henderson with John 
Beasley at tight end. Ed Hackett was 
drafted No. 3 out of Alcorn A&M yas a 
wide receiver along with No. 4 Vince 
Clemens out of Connecticut. 

The offensive line will be the same 
again headed by nine-year veteran Mick 
Tinglehoff at center and tackle Grady 
Alderman, in his IIth season at one 
tackle. The other tackle is Ron Yary 
while the guard spots are manned by Milt 
Sunde and Jim Vellone with Ed White a 
capable replacement. 

And then there’s Fred Cox, who last 
year set a record by kicking field goals 
in 31 consecutive games and another when 
he led the NFL in scoring with 125 points, 
the most ever by a kicker. 

But the defense is the story with the 
fearsome front four of Carl Eller, Alan 
Page, Jim Marshall and Gary Larsen, 
leading the charge. 

age” defensive unit allowed a league 


record low of 14 touchdowns last year 
and the opposition didn’t score more than 
20 points in any one game. 

The linebacking finds Wally Hilgen- 
berg, Lonnie Warwick and Roy Winston 
again at the starting spots with Mike 
McGill and Jim Hargrove in reserve. 

The defensive backfield remains the 
same with Bobby Bryant, Karl Kassulke, 
Paul Krause and Ed Sharockmen in the 


starting posts with strong backup men in 
Dale Hackbart, Charlie West and Ted 
Provost. 

The combination of Cuozzo-Snead and 
the additional running of Hayden will 
improve the offense and although Detroit 
will come out on top in the division, the 
Vikings should make the playoffs with 
the best record among the runnerups 
in the NFC. 


Big Carl Eller (81) has a firm grip on Dick Shiner. Eller keys Minnesota's Burne Gang. 
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NFC Central 
~~ GREEN BAY 
PACKERS 


hree straight third place finishes, fol- 

lowing three championship seasons led 
to the dismissal of Phil Bengston as head 
coach in favor of Dan Devine but 197] 
should be no different for the once-power- 
ful Green Bay Packers. 

Green Bay will again finish in third 
place in the Central Division, behind 
Detroit and Minnesota and Devine, a 
highly successful college coach at Mis- 
souri will be faced with a rebuilding job 
for the future. 

The Packers drafted Ohio State’s John 
Brockington No. | and another runner 
in No. 2 Virgil Robinson from Grambling, 
gaining the Robinson pick from Los 
Angeles in a trade which sent fleet Travis 
Williams to the Rams. In another shake- 
up, Green Bay sent quarterback Don 
Horn to Denver for defensive end Alden 
Roche, thus giving Bart Starr a clear 
call on the No. | signal-calling spot once 
again in his 17th season with the Packers. 

On defense the Packers went for Charles 
Hall, a defensive back from Pittsburgh 
on the third round and had two choices 
on the fifth round, picking defensive end 
Donnell Smith of Southern U. and Ohio 
State’s Jim Stillwagon. However the Buck- 
eye linebacker, decided to try his luck in 
Canada, signing with Toronto. 

Starr, plagued by injuries the past few 
years, will have to come off one of his 
worst years ever, ranking 12th among the 
conference quarterbacks in passing, com- 
pleting 160 passes for 1,645 yards with 
only eight TDs and 13 interceptions. 
Scott Hunter of Alabama, a southpaw 
passer, was drafted on the sixth round 
and will battle Frank Patrick, a second- 
year pro, for the understudy job. 

The running game appears strong with 
Donny Anderson fourth in conference 
rushing with 853 yards and Jim Grabow- 
ski also helping. 

Dave Hampton and Perry Williams give 
the Packers more depth in the running 
department but the pass receiving is 
weak with aging Carroll Dale, the 33- 
year-old wide receiver the best of the lot. 
Dale had 49 receptions for 849 yards but 
only 2 TDs last year. Anderson was the 
second top receiver while Roy Hilton 
nabbed 25 passes for 350 yards at tight 
end. Jack Clancy and John Spillis are 
the other holdover receivers. 

The line has Ken Bowman at center with 
Gale Gillingham and Bill Lueck at the 
guards and Francis Peay, Dick Himes 
and Bill Hayhoe at the tackles. 

The defensive line was bolstered by 
Notre Dame’s huge tackle Mike McCoy, 
having a fine season as a rookie along 
with Lionel Aldridge, Kevin Hardy and 
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Anderson (44) caught 36 passes in 1970. 


Bob Brown at the ends. Roche gives the 
Packers added depth at either end of 
tackle. The other starter is young Rich 
Moore at tackle. 

Fred Carr is one of the outstanding 
outside linebackers in pro football and 
teams with Dave Robinson, who missed 
most of 1970 with injuries, on the other 
flank. The middle is manned by the old 
pro Ray Nitschke. 

The reason why Green Bay was only 
ninth in defense was in the defensive 
backfield where Willie Wood and Bob 
Jeter were the only consistent perform- 
ers. Doug Hart will have to battle for 
one of the safety spots along with Al 
Matthews at a corner with rookie Hall. 

Devine, an excellent coach, will find 
out quickly that the change from the 
college ranks to the pros, will be a diffi- 
cult one for him in his first year in frigid 
Green Bay. 
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NFC Central 


he Chicago Bears still have Dick But- 

kus but the status of the superlative 
Gale Sayers remains a big question mark 
if the men from the Windy City are to 
improve their 1970 record. 

The Bears came a long way from their 
disastrous 1969 season when they won 
only one game, gaining. respectability 
again with a 6-8 finish to tie Green Bay 
for third place in the Central Division. 
But it appears that the Bears won't im- 
prove on that record. 

In Butkus, coach Jim Dooley has the 
premier linebacker in the business, an- 
choring the defense in the middle, but 
Butkus alone can’t do it for Chicago. 

And with a healthy Sayers in the line- 
up, the Bears could beat out Green Bay 
but the speedy ex-Kansas flyer, under- 
went his second knee operation in as 
many years in February and his status 
has to be in doubt. 

To compensate the Bears went for a 
pair of Missouri power runners in the 
draft, selecting Joe Moore No. | and 
James Harrison on the second round. 

Moore, a 6-1, 205-pounder was third 
in the nation in rushing in 1969, was 
idled midway in the 1970 season with a 
shoulder injury. 

Harrison is a 6’4!4”, 242-pound bruiser, 
who took over for Moore and carried for 
1,105 yards last year. Prior to last fall, he 
was the blocking back, who helped Moore 
pile up the yardage. 

The Bears also nabbed Charlie Ford, a 
Houston cornerback on the second round 
and grabbed Tony McGee, a defensive 
end from Bishop College on the fourth 
round, to shore up their defense, which 
was 11th in the league last year. 

With Jack Concannon doing most of 
the quarterbacking, the Bears were 13th 
offensively last year and Dooley is count- 
ing on a two-way battle for the starting 
job between Concannon and Bobby Doug- 
lass for the starting berth. Douglass, who 
had taken over the starting spot midway 
in the season, was injured and Concan- 
non closed out the season as the No. | 
man. Buddy Lee, a No. 7 choice from 
LSU, will be given a shot to stick as the 
third QB. 

Dick Gordon, who led the league in 
pass catching with 71 catches for 1,026 
yards and 13 TDs, heads up the receiving 
corps along with Jim Seymour and George 
Farmer, a pair of rookies last year. Tight 
end Bob Wallace, also will be coming back 
off knee surgery as is Craig Baynham, 
another running back. 

The interior offensive line will have 
holdovers Bob Hyland at center and 
Jim Cadile and Howard Mudd at the 
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guards along with tackles Wayne Mass, 
Randy Jackson and Jeff Curchin. 
Holdovers on defense include lineback- 
ers Doug Buffone and Lee Roy Caffey, 
tackles Frank Cornish, George Seals 
and Bill Staley and ends Harry Gunner, 
Ed O’Bradovich and Willie Holman. 
The secondary has safeties Phil Clark 


That big No. 51 is Dick Butkus, Chicago's 


and Dick Daniels while cornerbacks Ben- 
nie McRae and Ron Smith return. 

The mystery of the Bears revolves 
around the availability of Sayers and 
the quarterbacking spot along with the 
rookie runners coming through. The de- 
fense is adequate but the best Chicago 
can hope for is a third place finish. A 


huge monster in the middle on defense. 


NFC West 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 


sey ialie I have a lot to learn from the 
other pro coaches. But I’ll let you in on 
a little secret. They have to learn how I do 
it, too.”—Tommy Prothro, Jan. 2, 1971. 

And so Tommy Prothro, took over as 
head coach of the Los Angeles Rams 
after 16 years at Oregon State and UCLA, 
replacing George Allen. 

And Prothro will again put the Rams on 
top in 1971, after slipping to second place 
behind the San Francisco 49ers last year 
and failing to make the playoffs in the 
NFC West Division. 

“We won't have a complicated offense,” 
Prothro explained. “I would rather have 
my’ people do a few things excellently, 
than many things fairly well.” 

And he’ll have the horses to do things 
excellently in 1971. 

In 1970 the Rams finished 9-4-1 and 
were fifth offensively and No. 3 on de- 
fense. If anything Los Angeles should 
improve on those statistics. 

The defense is led by super stars David 
“Deacon” Jones and Merlin Olsen, lead- 
ing the pass rush along with Coy Bacon 
and Dick Evey. 

The linebacking corps will have a new- 
look after LA traded starters Maxie 
Baughn, Jack Pardee and Myron Pottios 
to Washington in exchange for lineback- 
er Marlin McKeever. But LA chose Isiah 
Robertson, an outstanding backer from 
Southern U., on the first round, a choice 
from the Redskins and still have Jack 
Reynolds, John Pergine and Jim Purnell 
to give them a proven trio. And the Rams’ 
own No. | choice, Jack Youngblood from 
Southern California, will give depth to the 
line at end or tackle. 

The veteran defensive backfield remains 
intact with Ed Meador, Jim Nettles, Ker- 
mit Alexander, Richie Petitbon and Alvin 
Haymond. 

Dave Elmendorf, an All-American safe- 
ty from Texas A&M was chosen No. 3 
to add depth. 

To bolster the offense, the Rams got 
speedster Travis Williams from Green 
Bay and drafted All-American Steve Wor- 
ster of Texas on the fourth round to go 
with the running of Les Josephson, Larry 
Smith and Willie Ellison. 

And Roman Gabriel, the NFL’s out- 
standing player in 1969, figures to have 
a better season after an off-year in 1970 
at quarterback. 

The passing department is solid with 
Jack Snow, who snared 51 tosses for 859 
yards last year heading the list along with 
Pat Studstill, Wendell Tucker, Bill Truax 
and Pat Curran. 


Protecting Gabriel up front in the line 
will be the quintet of poised pros, tackles 
Bob Brown and Charlie Cowan, guards 
Joe Scibelli and Tom Mack and center 
Ken Inman, 

Like Prothro said: “I’m new but the 


. pers. ss 


Roman Gabriel had an off year and still passed for more than 2,500 yards for L.A. 
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opposition will have to learn how I do 
it, too.” 

And the feeling here is that in 1971, 
Professor Prothro will teach the rest of 
the league and come up a winner in his 
first pro season. 
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NFC West 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


an Francisco has had a NFL franchise 

for 21 years now and it wasn’t until 
1970 that the 49ers came up a winner, 
capturing the West Division title behind 
the NFC’s most valuable, player, John 
Brodie. 

But the 49ers, after beating Minnesota, 
lost to the Dallas Cowboys for a Super 
Bowl berth and in 1971 things will revert 
back to normal as the 49ers finish second 
best. 

Brodie is back, and true he is coming off 
his most productive year, but he is 36 
and has been around pro ball for 16 years. 
Brodie will slip somewhat but the 49ers 
have one of the youngest teams around 
and if the Rams aren’t careful, San Fran- 
cisco will edge them for the conference. 

In 1970 Brodie completed 59 per cent 
of his passes, 223 of 378 for 2,941 yards, 
24 touchdowns and had only 10 inter- 
cepted, ranking as the top quarterback 
statistically and leading the 49ers to the 
most potent offense in the league. This 
carried them to the title and not the de- 
fense, which ranked 10th over-all. 

And in the draft, the only help defen- 
sively, came from top draft choice Tim 
Andérson, a defense back out of Ohio 
State. Otherwise the 49ers went for of- 
fense, choosing Nebraska’s Joe Orduna, 
a running back on the second round, of- 
fensive guard Ernie Janet of George 
Washington, wide receiver Sam Dicker- 
son of Southern California, center Willie 
Parker, North Texas State and running 
back Tony Harris of Toledo on their first 
six picks. 

But offense is what did it last year and 
must do it again. 

Helping Brodie are running backs Ken 
Willard, Doug Cunningham, Bill Tucker 
and Jimmy Thomas. Last year Willard 
bulled for 789 yards while Cunningham 
added 443. Willard and Cunningham were 
also high on Brodie’s list of pass receiv- 
ers. John Isenbarger might slip into a 
starting slot after last year’s rookie season. 

But Gene Washington, a three-year pro 
out of Stanford, was Brodie’s favorite 
target, snaring 53 passes for 1,100 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. Bob Windsor at tight 
end and Dick Witcher were the other 
starters. Ted Kwalick, slowed as a rookie 
by injuries, could nudge Windsor as a 
starter. 

And San Francisco’s offensive line only 
permitted Brodie to be tackled eight 
times, an NFL record. The quintet is led 
by veterans Forrest Blue at center, guards 
Elmer Collett and Woody Peoples and 
tackles Cas Banaszek and Len Rohde. A 
superlative line for pass blocking, the 
protection for runners will be ‘one of 
coach Dick Nolan's chief problems. 
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San Francisco's Gene Washington was third in the NFC with 53 catches and 1,100 yards. 


Bruce Taylor, the NFL’s rookie of the 
year in the NFC, made the pass defense 
respectable at one corner back post. The 
Boston University rookie also led the 
league in punt returns with a 12.0 yards 
average, giving the 49ers another explo- 
sive threat. 

Teaming with Taylor at the other cor- 
ner was veteran Jimmy Johnson, while 
Roosevelt Taylor and Johnny Fuller are 
the safeties with Mel Phillips in reserve. 

The linebacking unit of Ed Beard, Dave 
Wilcox and Frank Nunley leaves little to 


be desired with Jim Sniadecki and Skip 
Vanderbundt a pair of youngsters ready 
to stand in capably. 

Roland Lakes and Charlie Krueger at 
tackles head the defensive line with Ce- 
drick Hardman and Stan Hindman man- 
ning the ends. 

Brodie will not have the season he had 
and the defense doesn’t figure to get much 
better, so the 49ers will slip just a bit, 
enough to send the Rams into the play- 
offs ahead of San Francisco in a two- 
team battle for the division. A 


NFC West 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


Py oe Manning is equipped to become 

the heart of a pro team,” says one 
scout and New Orleans is counting on 
the Mississippi scrambler to get the Saints 
marching. 

“He’s also capable of transforming dis- 
aster into success,” the scout added, and 
that’s just what Archie will have to do as 
the New Orleans franchise comes off a 
dismal 2-1 1-1 season. 

But J. D. Roberts who took over from 
Tom Fears last year as head coach has little 
to lose and Manning, the No. | draft 
choice of the Saints, will get his baptism 
of pro’ball-under fire. . 

New Orleans sent Billy Kilmer to Wash- 
ington, virtually handing the 6-foot-3, 
205-pound Manning the job. 

In three years at Ole Miss, Manning 
poured out a Southeastern Conference 
record total offensive output of 5,576 
yards and in 1970 passed for 1,481 yards 
and 14 touchdowns although missing two 
games with a fractured left forearm. 

Roberts feels the Saints are two to three 
years away from becoming a winner and 
will go with young players such as tackle 
Sam Holden, picked on the second draft 
round. The 6-3, 258-pounder will move 
right into a starting slot while other 
draftees Bivian Lee of Prairie View and 
D'Artagnan Martin of Kentucky State, 
will get a good shot at starting berths at 
cornerback in a defense that ranked [3th 
and last in the conference last year. 

Other youngsters picked in a produc- 
tive draft, include running backs Carlos 
Bell of Houston, who played two years 
for,Richmond in the minor leagues and 
Michigan’s Don Moorhead, who played 
quarterback in college and Larry DiNar- 
do, Notre Dame’s All-American guard, 

The defensive secondary is young with 
rookies of last year Doug Wyatt, Hugo 
Hollas and Dalles Howell, gaining val- 
uable experience in a frustrating season. 

The kicking game is strong with Julian 
Fagan doing the punting and record- 
breaking field goal booter Tom Dempsey 
handling the extra points. Dempsey set 
an NFL mark with a°63-yard kick against 
Detroit in November, doing it in the 
final seconds to provide the Saints with 
one of their two victories. 

Manning will be backed up by Ed Har- 
gett and Steve Ramsey and the running 
should be improved with the return of 
running backs Tony Baker, Gary Lewis, 
Earl Gros, all recovering from injuries 
that caused them to miss most of last 
season’s play. Tom Barrington returns 
but Jim Otis was sent to Kansas City in 
the off-season. 

Others coming back from surgery are 


offensive tackle Don Talbert and defen- 
sive end Mike Tilleman. 

Danny Abramowitz, gives Manning an 
excellent receiver. The 6-1 flanker caught 
55 passes for 906 yards, second best in the 


_ league, behind Chicago's Dick Gordon. 


Al Dodd and Dave Parks round out an ex- 
cellent trio of pass catchers. 

With a healthy Talbert at one tackle 
spot and Holden at the other and Jake 
Kupp and Del Williams at the guards, the 
Saints will be improved but still lacking 
depth in the interior line. Veteran Jerry 
Sturm is at center. 


Defensively the linebackers are weak 
with Jackie Burkett, Bill Cody, Wayne 
Colman, Harry Jacobs and Mike Mor- 
gan battling for the three starting spots. 

Tilleman will beef up the defensive 
unit along with Dave Long and Willie 
Townes at end and Clovis Finney pos- 
sibly at the other tackle slot. 

It should be an exciting season with 
Manning at the helm and also frustrating 
with Roberts breaking in his rookies to 
blend with his limited veteran talent but 
the Saints will improve and beat out At- 
lanta for the third spot in the West. & 


Tom Dempsey follows through on his miracle 63-yard field goal against Detroit Lions. 


NFC West 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


ee our people can go out and play 

football with anybody in the game,” 
says Norm Van Brocklin, head coach of 
the Atlanta Falcons. 

Van Brocklin’s words are probably true 
but the Falcons, in their sixth year, will 
again go out and play and come up losers. 
They will finish last in the West, dropping 
behind New Orleans, San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. 

“By being a few good football players 
short in 1970 we didn’t operate at the 
efficiency I had hoped for,” Van Brock- 
lin says. 

“In 1971 I think we can improve in 
every phase of the game. We already have 
what I feel is soon to be a leading NFL 
defense.” 

The Falcons were fifth in the league 
last year in defense and chose as their No. 
1 draft pick fleet Joe Profit, a grass burner 
out of North East Louisiana, to beef up 
a weak running game. 

But with Bob Berry at quarterback, it 
doesn’t seem possible for Atlanta to im- 
prove too much offensively. The Falcons 
did take Duke quarterback Leo Hart on 
the third round but Van Brocklin says he 
will go with Berry all the way. 

“Berry is capable of doing the job if 
we can get him more offensive help. Hart 
is young and willing but will need work 
to develop.” 

Berry was ranked seventh among NFC 
quarterbacks last year, passing for 1,806 
yards and 16 TDs. The running attack led 
by Profit has to help and Paul Gibson 
should get better after a disappointing 
rookie season. Veteran Harmon Wages 
and Jim Butler, the leading Falcon rusher 
last year, 12th in the league, also return. 

Receivers include Paul Flatley and Todd 
Snyder at the wide spots, but speed wasn’t 
one of their assets and this could be pro- 
vided by No. 2 draft choice Ken Burrow 
of San Diego State. At tight end is Jim 
Mitchell, who as a rookie last year led the 
team in receiving with 44 catches for 650 
yards and seven touchdowns. He was 
selected the Falcons MVP by the players. 

The offensive line is one of Van Brock- 
lin’s prime problems, with George Kunz, 
Bill Sandeman and Bob Breitenstein at 
tackles, Dick Enderle, Gary Roberts and 
Andy Mauer battling for the two guard 
positions and Jeff Van Note at center. 

Van Brocklin enjoys talking about his 
defense most, especially premier middle 
linebacker, Tommy Nobis. 

“Nobis is one of the best in the game 
and teaming with Doug Hansen, the 
pair are coming into their own as top 
football players,” he says. 

This pair teams with Grady Allen 
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Atlanta's Tommy Nobis makes sure Gale Sayers goes no further with a waist-high tackle. 


while the defense line has Claude Hump- 
hrey, one of the best in the league, at one 
end and John Zook at the other. Tackle 
however is another weak link. Greg Lens 
is at one spot with Carlton Dabney and 
Glen Condren will probably be at the 
other with rookie Mike Potchad making 
a bid. 

The defensive backfield is set only at 
left corner with Ken Reaves. The other 


spots should go to Tom McCauley, Rudy 
Redmond and either veteran Grady Cav- 
ness or rookies Ray Brown or Tom Hayes. 

Van Brocklin went for speed and of- 
fense in the draft, taking 12 of the 18 
players for this reason. But it will be an- 
other losing season for the Falcons, who 
with a break or two, might nudge out 
New Orleans for third in the West. A 


EXPERT ANSWERS 
YOUR QUESTIONS 


~ ABOUT MUSCLES 


Our files show that thousands of readers like yourself 
want to build bulging muscles and achieve real physical 
power like their favorite athletic champions. How to go about 
it? We decided to ask an expert, Dave Prowse, 3-times British 
Weightlifting champion and leading fitness expert. Here are 


his answers. 


What does it take to build 
* muscles? 


A Basically, it takes exercise. 
* Almost any exercise will help 
to develop at least some of your 
muscles if you keep at it long 
enough and hard enough. 


Q Isn’t there an easier way? 
® 


Yes. There is one outstand- 

* ingly effective training method 

that is also fast and easy —the one 

I use and recommend—the new 
Bullworker system. 


Q What's that? 


A The Bullworker is a revolu- 
* tionary new muscle-building 
exerciser based on Isometrics, the 
science that increases strength up 
to four times faster than conven- 
tional methods. In my opinion, it’s 
the most advanced training system 
in the world today. Many lead- 
ing athletes use it: World-famous 
Heavyweight Boxer Muhammad 
Ali, World Heavyweight Judo 
Champion Wim Ruska, and Cyc- 
ling Champion Eddy Merckx, to 
name only a few. 


Q How long does Bullworker 
* training take? 


Jack Barclay, 
junior Mr. Europe 
shows the kind of 
results he achieved 
with Isometric 
Bullworker training. 


A Bullworker provides absolute- 
« ly the fastest kind of exercise 
possible. In fact, an introduction 
training program takes only 70 
seconds a day. No other system — 
weightlifting, pulleys, or strenuous 
calisthenics—can give you results 
so quickly and easily. On the con- 
trary, many old-fashioned meth- 
ods take hours of sweaty, boring 
work each day...and it's often 
months before you begin to see 
improvements. Busy professional 
athletes and champions don’t have 
time for that. Nobody does. 


Q How long does it take before 
" you begin getting results? 
A With the Bullworker, you can 
* actually begin to see and 
measure the positive results right 
from the very first day! Thanks to 
a built-in measuring device called 
the Powermeter. After every ex- 
ercise you just check the reading 
to see exactly how much your 
Strength has increased from the 
day before. There’s no guesswork 
involved. Isometric Bullworker 
training can increase your power 
at the amazing rate of up to 4% 
per week! That means a 50% in- 
crease in strength in the first three 
months alone. And I’ve known 
many young men who have gone 
on to double and even triple their 
strength. 


Q What do those figures mean in 
* visual terms? 


A They mean that in as little as 

= 14 days you can actually begin 
to see muscle growth in a mirior 
and verify it with a tape measure, 
Every week thereafter brings ever 
faster growth. 


Built-in Powermeter 
You can actually measure your 
musclepower g-r-0-w-i-n-g 
from the very first day. 
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Q But to get such impressive re- 
* sults, don't you have to work 
very hard? 


A Absolutely not. That’s the 
* outstanding advantage of Iso- 
metric training... it’s so amazingly 
easy! Each ‘“Static-power” Iso- 
metric exercise takes only 7 sec- 
onds, and you barely have to 
move. It’s not even necessary to 
disrobe. The Bullworker is so light 
and compact, it can be used at 
home, in the office, anywhere... 
even while watching TV! It's a 
great improvement over bulky, ex- 
pensive weights, bicycle machines, 
pulleys, etc. 


Dave Prowse, 3-time 
British Weightlifting 
champion, demonstrates 
a super-effective 
7-second exercise for 
building powerful 
biceps... using the 

new Bullworker with 
built-in powermeter. 


Q Can Bullworker training even 
* develop bodies which are weak 
and skinny, or fat and flabby? 


A Definitely! It’s been proven by 

* thousands of men of every 
shape, size and age all over the 
world. Bullworker training helps 
transform weak, thin arms into rip- 
pling, muscular pillars of strength, 
build broad, powerful shoulders, 
turn flat, shallow chests into deep, 
manly ones, forge loose stomach 
flab into steel-hard, well-defined 
muscle... build that “V” shape of 
a real athlete, develop sturdy, con- 
toured thighs and calves.... And 
all this in record time! 

What's more, I’ve known 
skinny, shy fellows who, after just 
a few short weeks with Bullworker, 
turned into real go-getters... every 
inch a man... bowling girls over 
with their dynamism, confidence, 
and new found power! You really 
have to see the remarkable effects 
of Bullworker for yourself to be- 
lieve them! 


Q How can our readers find out 
* more about the Bullworker, 
perhaps actually try it for them- 
selves? 
A I understand that the Bull- 
* worker distributor in the USA 
is now making it available—free 
—on a two week home-trial basis 
in order to introduce it to the gen- 
eral public. If your readers are in- 
terested in developing their bodies, 
in building muscles and strength 
faster than ever before possible, 
I suggest that they contact the US 
distributor for full details. 


© BULLWORKER SERVICE, 


250 West 57th Street, New York, New York 10019 
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grat’ OHAPE-UP! MUSCLE-UP! SHOP 


BUILD MUSCLES. GAIN WEIGHT. LOSE WEIGHT. EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 


MUSCLE UP 
& SHAPE-UP! 


PUT MUSCLE 
IN YOUR MUSCLES WITH ONE TWIST! 


Quickly add up to 2” on your arms, 
4” on your chest. Build rippling back 
muscles. Thick, broad shoulders. The 


power to lift girls over your head with one’ 


arm! One twist of the ‘‘007'"’ TWISTER 
and every muscle in your body ripples 
with new vigor and power. Builds strong 
muscles FAST!—muscles that make you 
an action-packed guy and a super- 
charged tiger with the girls! Easy-to-use. 
No adjustments. No assembly. Use it 
right out of the box for instant muscle- 
building fun! Made of chromed-steel 
tubing, the TWISTER is tough... dura- 
ble... like you'll be! Guaranteed to mus- 
cle you up or your money back. ORDER 
NOW! Only $9.98 


GUARANTEE: If after using the TWISTER 
3 days you're not convinced you can 
quickly twist it for cobra-like muscles in 
your arms...more muscles on your 
chest... broader shoulders .. . wider 
back...a he-man grip and dynamic 
power—then return it after 5 days for a 
full refund. Fair? So order the ‘‘007” 
TWISTER Now, while the limited supply 
lasts! This unusual offer may not be 
repeated again this year. 


FREE! Complete, 
= illustrated 


*007"" POWER TWISTER 

Manual. Also, illustrated 

conditioning course, 

= -: dealing with the new 

= aerobics training that 

oe muscularizes your body 

with athletic vigor, speed 

k and agility. Written by 

Joe Weider, Trainer of 

Champions. Yours FREE 

with your TWISTER. 
ORDER NOW! 

EXTRA BONUS GIFT: 3 
copies of Muscle Builder 
magazine, worth $1.80 

. yours FREE! 
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PRICED AT ONLY 


$9.98 


WITH COURSE 
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This ‘Killer 
Karate Krusher” 
gives you pulverizing 
hand power! 


Just 5 minutes a day for 30 days builds 
your hands into granite-hard battering- 
rams of power! Simply fit your fingers 
into the leather grippers, and with your 
very first squeeze, you'll instantly start 
building invincible new power into every 
tendon and ligament 
of your hands 
and fingers! 


MAYBE YOU oi i 
DON’T WANTTO 

BREAK A BRICK IN 

TWO WITH YOUR BARE FISTS OR RIP 
A PHONE BOOK IN HALF — BUT 
WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT IF YOU COULD? 


Here's a brand new way... a fantas- 
tically successful system that turns your 
hands into fearsome, devastating arse- 
nals of power! Based on centuries-old 
secrets of Japanese Killer Cults and a 
Space Age hand-building principle, my 
KILLER KARATE KRUSHER can make 
you into a two-fisted tank of power... 
able to take care of yourself... any- 
time ...anywhere...in all situations! 
You'll never again fear any man or turn 
away from any challenge. ORDER IT 
TODAY! Only $9.95 postpaid. 


MY GUARANTEE TO YOU: You'll own 
fearsome, ferocious, crippling arsenals 
of hand power—and become a ‘‘Terror- 
Fighter,” able to take care of yourself 
in every situation — IN 30 DAYS — or 
your money back! 

GREAT FOR SPORTS. TOO! 


FEAR NO MANI 
i 


My'"KillerKarate''Course 
- “The Deadly Art of 
Hand Fighting."’ Shows 


~ dozens of ways to dis- 
arm and counter-attack 
| any man, whatever his 
size! Yours FREE if you 
| order the KILLER KA- 
| RATE KRUSHER Now! 
PRICED AT ONLY 
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KARATE KRUSHER & COURSE 
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THE END or rx 
SKINNY BODY 


Drink on as much as 14 pounds in the 
next 14 days this delicious FUN way! 


BEFORE—James Parker at AFTER 14 days on tho 
a thin 158 pounds. Crash-Weight Plan, Jim 
weighed 175 pounds. 


GAINS 14 POUNDS IN 14 DAYS! 


HEY YOU SKINNY GUYS! Thousands are doing it 
every day. WHY NOT YOU? Here's a totally new 
breed of nutritional “wildcat” drink that’s guaran- 
teed to put an end to your hungry-lookin nf muscle- 
poor body ... through a new, scientifical yale 
milkshake- tasting drink. Crash-Weight Formula +7 
Pian puts meat on your frame. Fleshes out sed 
narrow, shallow chest, skinny arms and spindly Sas. 
Nobody likes a bag of bones! With my proven Cra: 
Weight Plan you just drink 4 milk-shake-delicious 
glasses with your regular meals and take in an 
extra 3500 calories daily, ..to help you pile on 
the weight FAST! (It's the calories that count when 
you want to put on some handsome weight!) The 
nice thing about my wal ht-gain plan is that it’s so 
easy to take. No complicated exercises to do. No 
bloating, heavy-as-lead foods to force into your sys- 
tem. The Formula +7 Plan does all the work. . . you 
just sit around, take it easy, be as lazy as ‘ou want 
—and in a few days you'll see measurable weight 
gains pile up! Check the coupon for the Plan and 
flavor you want to use to put an end to your skinny 
body. Guaranteed to put weight on you or your 
money back. 


To add up to 14 pounds in 
the next 14 days you need: 


@ 14-day supply of Crash-Weight Formula #7 
@ 14-day supply of Appetite-Stimulating tablets, and 


Weight-Gaining Course. A 

48-page illustrated guide 

crammed with step-by- step 
instructions in weight-gaining basics. PLUS 3 co 


of Mr, America magazine, worth $1.80...yours REE! 
7-day supply: $8.00 © 14-day supply: $14.98 


(Your choice of Chocolate or Vanilla flavor) 


PRICED AT ONLY 


3.00 = 


FOR A WEEK'S 
SUPPLY & COURSE 


HERE FOR MASCULINE VIRILITY! 


CREATE A NEW, EXCITING AND FUN-G 


ING YOU IS SHOWN RIGHT HERE! 


NEW 
“SLIM- 
ARD” 


Trims 
Inches Off 
Your Middle, 
Waist, Hips 
and Lower Back 
While You Wear It 
Without Exercising! 


Meet my pupil, Irvin Kozewski, age 46. He has a 
48” chest, 30” waist, weighs 190 pounds. He's 
won more than 50 trophies for “Most Muscular 
Waist," in various “Mr. America” contests. Says 
Irving, “You wouldn't think that a guy like me 
could wear the SLIM-GARD, but I do, Every day if 
possible. It keeps my waist and middle trim and 
muscular while | wear it. | swear by it. You chub 
by guys will, too!” 


SLIM-GARD is the newest, space age way to 
tone up and trim down your torso. All you do is 
wear it and it takes inches off your waist. It's 
fantastic the way it works! SLIM-GARD acts like a 
waist supporter. It hugs your body, keeping warm 
air in, cold air out and inducing immediate per- 
Spiration. Wear it on the golf course, tennis court, 
at home, or when you jog. SLIM-GARD won't tear 
at hairs... you won't even know you're wearing 
it. Stretches to approximately 6”. Made from the 
finest, most resistant neoprene rubber. Easy to slip 
on and off. Has heavy-duty zipper. SLIM-GARD 
won't tear, rip, or come apart. Available in Small 
(22-30 waist); Medium (30-35); Large (35-42). 
ORDER NOW! Only $11.95 


FREE! 


NEW AER ee TRAINING” 
EXERCISE ROUTINE 


Combining a slimming, muscle- strengthening 
and heart-arteries-lung el eda routine to 
help create a more vigorous you... inside and 
out! 

Follow this enjoyable, easy plan in the privacy 
of your own room. Slims and strengthens your 
body in just 15 minutes a day. Stimulates your 
body to use and distribute your food intake more 
efficiently—to keep you from gaining weight. 
Helps you melt off fat where you eesti it. 
Reshapes your body to 
youthful lines. Stimulates 
your body to use and dis- 
tribute more oxygen so 
thatyourheart, arteriesand 
lungs are strengthened. 

See results within 2 
weeks! Tested by thou- 
sands with outstanding re- 
sults! This program is 
guaranteed to improve 
your well-being, fitness 
and vigor in just weeks. 


‘AEROBICS ‘CIRCUIT 
EXERCISE ROUTINE 


SLIM-GARD 
& COURSE ONLY 


And most important, it’s 

an easy-to-follow program 

you can-stick-to-for-the- 
rest-of-your-life! a 


HSS 3 POUNDS IN A FEW WEEKS! 


AFTER a few short weeks 
on the Weight- ieee 
rieceh he was 35 | 
lighter and seco 


BEFORE—Gerry Murra 
was overweight, sic 
and disgusted arith life. 


LOSE UP TO A-POUND-A-DAY ...14 POUNDS 
IN 14 DAYS Without Losing Strength & Vigor 


The Only “Weight Loss'’ Plan that Really Does 
Something To Shape You Up... Keep You Vigorous 
And Athletic- Looking While Losing Weight! 

Your skin won't collapse or sag or develop the 
deep and wavy lines and wrinkles that give you an 
aged appearance. This is the only plan that puts 
vigor, power, muscles and masculinity into your 
body while it slims you. You'll look ang feel younger 
while losing weight safely. Weight Lo: E 
UP PLAN is a revolutionary new nrotela: enriched 
weight-loss plan. Unlike other reducing plans that 


make you lose vigor, health and youthfulness, this 
remarkable drink provides you with a nutritional 


SPECIAL 
OFFER: 


USE THIS SHAPE-UP.. 
JOE WEIDER 


Dept. 358-71P4 


~ 25 Maple Street 
Norwood, N.J. 07648 


Dear Joe: 
Thanks for letting me know about your 


“Shape-Up".. .“Muscle-Up” courses and 
products. Please send me the items checked 
below, along with my FREE gifts. | under- 
stand all your products carry a full money- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
back guarantee... 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


no “ifs”... .“ands’’... or 
“buts.” 
| enclose check or 
money orderfor$......... 
NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 
city STATE ZIP 


balance of natural-organic proteins, vitamins, min- 
erals... along with controlled fats and carbohy- 
drates. Follow the plan, drink nutritious, milkshake- 
flavored RX7, follow the Carbo-Gram “Countdown" 
Diet and the few simple exercises that come with 
it. You are guaranteed that within 30 days you'll 
look more vigorous, be more athletic-looking and 
more youthful than at any other time itt your life. 
es ARE ee IT DAILY...WHY NOT 
YOU... WHY NOT . TODAY? 


Sang “Aerobics / Circuit-Training”’ 
Exercise Routine. Same course as 
described in the “SLIM: GARD ad, 


with emphasis on 
waist, hips and 
small of the back 
reduction. PLUS 
FREE: 3 copies of 
Mr. America maga- 
zine... worth $1.80 
.. yours FREE! 


12-Day Supply 


$11.95 


(Your choice of Vanilla 
or Chocolate flavor) 


© 2-weeks’ supply of “RX7" with course. 
© Plus SLIM-GARD 
@ and 3 FREE issues of Mr. America. 


raente 19.95 


. MUSCLE-UP COUPON! 


“007" TWISTER, Free course & 3 


1 CT] copies of Muscle Builder magazine 
only $9 95 


KILLER KARATE KRUSHER & Free 
y] C] “Killer Karate" course only $9.95 


CRASH-WEIGHT FORMULA #7 PLAN 
with Free course (check one): 


C] 7-Day Supply ...... only$ §.00 


_ only $14.98 


Check flavor desired: (] cooretaee 
O Vanilla 


SLIM-GARD & Free ‘Circuit Train- 
ing’’ course & 3 copies of Mr. 
America ...,...-.... only$11.95 
Check waist size: 1) eet (22-30 
(© Medium (30-35) 
C) Large (35-42) 


WEIGHT-LOSS RX7 Plan with Free 
5 CL] “shape: Up" course, 2 weeks’ suuply 
Dili) Seat meee $11.95 


Check flavor desired: 1 Chocolate 
5 Vanilla 


14-Day Suppy 


SPECIAL OFFER: 2 weeks of RX7 
6 Plan, Free ‘‘Shape-Up” course and 
Slim-Gard. $24,00 value only $19.95 
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AFC 
PREVIEW 


By Ken Rappoport 


Bow’ gaudy braggadocio haunts 
the American Football Conference once 
again—golden arm, green jersey, snow 
white shoes and the quickest hair in pro 
football. 

You remember Joe Namath, the mod 
menace? 

A Namath by any other name would 
not be as sweet for the New York Jets. 
After spending most of last year in 
street clothes with a busted right wrist, 
Broadway Joe now is mended and hopes 
to lend his dazzling-quick release to a Jet 
takeoff into the AFC’s higher strata. 

The Jets also have another thing going 
for them—the schedule. It can’t be as 
tough as last year when they wound up 
playing four teams who made the playoffs. 

Baltimore, the Super Bowl champion 
with nothing more to prove, with never- 
theless be the key roadblock on the Jets’ 
runway for the Eastern Division title. 
The Colts, victims of a brash, free-lipped 
Namath and Co. in Super Bowl III, 
doused the Jet fire last year with two 
crushing revenge victories. 

The Colts, in order to land in Super 
Bowl VI, not only will have to fight 
their way past the toughest bullies in the 
AFC—but must overcome tradition as 
well as the staggering playoff system. 

There has been a new AFC champion 
every year going back to 1965, when 
Buffalo repeated. And, of course, a min- 
imum of injuries is a must to get any team 
through the torturous season which in- 
cludes a division title clinching and two 
playoff games prior to the championship 
match with the National Conference win- 
ner. 

The sound of distant drums comes from 
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the Oakland and Kansas City camps, the 
other most likely pretenders to Baltimore’s 
crown. The Chiefs bolstered their gang- 
buster defense and if quarterback Len 
Dawson performs as expected, they'll be 
hard to scuttle in the Western Division 
race. The Raiders hope for a healthy 
Daryle Lamonica and another Hollywood- 
style year from backup quarterback 
George Blanda. 

Cincinnati’s Kids are tough enough to 
rattle the brittle Central Division block 
with one of the best young quarterback 
combos in football—Greg Cook and Vir- 
gil Carter—and Paul Brown’s artful coach- 
ing. 

Of course, scheduling will have a lot to 
do with that division's results. The Ben- 
gals won last year with a softie card in 
which they played teams with a combined 
record of 58 victories, 85 defeats and 10 
ties. 

The offense-minded AFC nailed 10 col- 
lege quarterbacks in this year’s draft and 
made 10 of 13 first round picks offensive 
players in an apparent effort to juice up 
the scoring. 

Four new coaches surface this year— 
Boston’s John Mazur; Cleveland’s Nick 
Skorich; Houston’s Ed Hughes and San 
Diego’s returning Sid Gillman. 


The picks: 

Eastern Western Central 
Division Division Division 
New York Kansas City Cincinnati 
Baltimore Oakland Pittsburgh 
Miami San Diego Cleveland 
Buffalo Denver Houston 
Boston 
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AFC East 


NEW YORK JETS 


he New York Jets won a grand total 

of four games in 1970-71. 

Not bad, considering the offensive back- 
field was in limbo. 

But now quarterback Joe Namath and 
running stars Matt Snell and Emerson 
Boozer hope to be back in uniform after 
disabling injuries, adding fuel to the Jets’ 
tank. 

New York got a lot of bad breaks last 
year and the biggest one of all was Na- 
math’s wrist—you know, the one that 
controls the quickest release in football. 
Snell, perhaps the AFC’s best power run- 
ner, and Boozer, among the early rushing 
leaders, also bit the dust—pitching over 
like misfired Jets. 

Their complete recuperation might 
mean another trip to the Super Bowl this 
season for the Jets, perhaps the most 
“together” club in the AFC. 

“With Namath and Snell back, they 
could be the best of them all,” concedes 
someone from the enemy camp, General 
Manager Jim Finks of the Minnesota 
Vikings. 

Ah, but that’s not all. The Jets also have 
some pretty good reserves waiting in the 
wings should Snell and Boozer trip again 
—pile-driving George Nock and Lee 
White—not to mention their No. | college 
draft pick, John Riggins of Kansas. 

And Al Woodall is no slouch as No. 2 
quarterback, either. He impressed last 
season by calling victories over two NFL 
powerhouses, the Los Angeles Rams and 
the Vikings. Coach Weeb Ewbank called 
attention to his faith in Woodall by not 
selecting a quarterback in this year’s draft. 

Wait, it gets better. The Jets have a 
corps of pass-catchers who can burst out 
any given game. The receiving corps, for 
instance, is in such good company with 
Don Maynard, George Sauer, Pete Lam- 
mons, Ed Bell, Gary Arthur and Rich 
Caster that New York only fished one 
wide receiver and a tight end out of the 
college pool. 

Rookies may also find it hard to find a 
home in the offensive line which includes 
Winston Hill, Randy Rasmussen, John 
Schmitt, Dave Herman, Roger Finnie 
and Dave Foley, although the team could 
use some backup insurance. 

The offense, which wound up No. 6 
in last year’s statistics as the Jets crashed 
to third place in the Eastern Division, 
couldn’t match. the defense. As a matter 
of fact, neither could the other 12 teams 
in the conference. With the AFC’s lead- 
ing defenders back, the rich got richer. 
In the draft, the Jets tapped eight defen- 
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Al 
sive players—four backs, one linebacker, 
two ends and a tackle. 

New York’s tight-wad giveaway of 261.1 
yards rushing and passing a game was due, 
in no small part, to the development of a 
new secondary including Gus Holloman, 
Steve Tannen, Earlie Thomas and W. K. 


Hicks. Al Atkinson, the Jets’ defensive 
captain with a justified reputation as a 


he ee i SE ks Pn - 


Atkinson of the Jets stops Oakland's Charley Smith in his tracks—no gain. 
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rangy and fierce tackler, buttresses the 
short fielders, flanked by two tough cook- 
ies—Larry Grantham and Ralph Baker. 

Gerry Philibin, Steven Thompson, 
Mark Lomas, John Elliott and Verlon 
Biggs go into the making of the defensive 
line, sometimes dubbed the “Green Mean- 
ies.” 

It just doesn’t pay to be nice. A 
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AFC East 


BALTIMORE COLTS 


hose two, well-known Geritol giants, 

Johnny Unitas and Earl Morrall, have 
been whistling footballs down the wind 
for a combined 30 years. 

What does that tell you about the 
Baltimore Colts? 

A little older, yes. A little wiser, uh, 
huh, A little over the hill? Maybe. 

That’s what they said last year about 
Baltimore roughnecks—but they went 
on to win the American Football Con- 
ference title, then scored 10 points in 
eight minutes to take a nervous 16-13 vic- 
tory over Dallas in Super Bowl V. 

Don’t think the crown lies easy. The 
Colts will have to battle a flock of pre- 
tenders, as well as fight advancing age 
at critical positions, and the Super Syn- 
drome that teams don’t repeat. 

Virtually the same cast will have to do 
it again for the Colts, who as champions 
had to wait their turn in this year's col- 
lege draft. They did manage to pick up 
some quarterback insurance, though, in 
Texas A&l’s Karl Douglas and some 
runners to juice up their ground game. 


Just exactly what does Baltimore need. 


to repeat? Mostly, it depends on Unitas 
and Morrall. 

At 38, and recovering from an off 
season Achilles tendon injury, Unitas must 
rate as a question mark at best. 

Morrall waits in the wings while Johnny 
U. tries to bounce back again. If Unitas 
can’t pull it off, there’s always Morrall, a 
37-year-old pass master, to bail out Balti- 
more—as he did in last year’s Super Bowl. 
Young strong-arm Sam Havrilak, des- 
cribed by some as their heir apparent, 
studiously waits his turn. Now Douglas 
has been added to the cast too. 

While pass-oriented Baltimore relies 
on the arms of Unitas and Co. and a 
clatch of golden receivers in Eddie Hin- 
ton, Roy Jefferson, Ray Perkins and Jim 
O’Brien, the Colts’ running game is prac- 
tically negligible. Norm Bulaich, a second- 
year sledgehammer with only fair speed, 
keys their overland attack. Tom Nowatz- 
ke, no big running threat, is an outstand- 
ing blocker who triggers Bulaich’s power 
sweeps. 

The Colts finished second in passing 
and next-to-last in rushing last year in 
the AFC and meant to do something 
about that latter category in the draft. 
They bagged four runners, including No. 
1 pick Don McCauley of North Carolina 
and Arkansas’ mile-a-minute jackrabbit, 
Bill Burnett. 

Bob Vogel, Glenn Ressler, Bill Curry, 
John Williams and Dan Sullivan should 
all be back on the offensive line to make 
life easier for their runners and tight end 


John Mackey, although a step slower, is 
always there to catch the Unitas-Morrall 
short bullets. 

Billy Ray Smith, a standout defensive 
lineman for years, has retired and sopho- 
more Jim Bailey will replace him. He'll 
join veterans Bubba Smith, Roy Hilton 
and Fred Miller, expected back after 
knee surgery. Big Bubba, an enraged bull 
when aroused, is a looming defensive 


figure in Coach Don McCafferty’s zone 
defense, along with ball-hawk Jerry Lo- 
gan, who patrols the outer limits like 
radar. Ray May and Ted Hendricks are 
the other linebackers and the rest of the 
secondary includes Charlie Stukes, Jim 
Duncan and Rich Volk. 

And, of course, there’s always Jim 
O’Brien to kick last-second, Super Bowl- 
winning field goals. a 


Norm Bulaich was Baltimore's best runner with 426 yards gained in his rookie year. 
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AFC East 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


hen talking pro football draft picks, 

the Miami Dolphins must be consid- 
ered up there on the all-time list of star- 
gazers. 

Larry Csonka, Mercury Morris, Jim 
Kiick and Bob Griese, right? 

Wrong—Don Shula. 

For while Csonka, Morris, Kiick and 
Griese have reached stardom, there’s no 
telling where the Dolphs would be with- 
out their tough, new coach. 

Of course Miami had to pay dearly for 
Shula, just as if he were a Heisman Tro- 
phy winner. Miami was found guilty of 
“tampering” to get the Colts’ acid-tem- 
pered leader last season and as a result, 
lost its first round pick year year. 

But a lot of teams would have traded 
their No. | choice for what Shula’s done 
for Miami. He reversed a 1969 team that 
won only four of 14 games into a 104 
club which nailed the wild-card fourth 
spot in the AFC playoffs last year. 

The 21-14 playoff loss to Oakland 
stoked the predictable Shula fire. 

“We came out here to win, not just for 
the sake of saying we made the playoffs,” 
he snapped. 

Shula’s hard-nosed persistence paid off 
in the coming of age of Csonka, Morris, 
Kiick and Griese—four of the brightest 
stars in Miami’s baby brigade. 

While the “C” in the name is silent, 
Csonka made big noises with his jack- 
hammer runs to wind up second in rush- 
ing and pace the AFC’s No. 1 running 
game. Kiick finished 10th and Morris 
averaged seven yards a carry, doubling 
as one of the league’s most explosive 
kickoff return artists. 

Shula also stuck with Griese during 
hard times and watched him bloom from 
an ugly-duck quarterback. The watch- 
charm scrambler from Purdue had the 
AFC’s best completion percentage, 58 
percent. He finished the season with a 
flourish after a bitterly-frustrating period 
when the Dolphins went !1 quarters with- 
out scoring and lost three straight games. 
The No. 2 quarterback, John Stofa, waited 
for a turn that hardly ever came. 

_ The Dolphins thus appear to have no 
offensive worries if the Big Four stays 
healthy. Along with their heck-for-leather 
running game, Griese has some of the 
best pass-catchers in the business in Paul 
Warfield, Howard Twilley, Willie Rich- 
ardson, and Karl Noonan. The Dolphins 
also bought some insurance by adding 
three more receivers from the colleges— 
Otto Stowe of Iowa State, David Vaughn 
of Memphis State and Chris Myers of 
Kenyon. 
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It's up, up and away for Miami's Jim Kiick, who rushed 658 yards for Dolphins in 1970. 


Shula should be so lucky with his of- 
fensive and defensive lines. 

Because of injuries, most of the offen- 
sive starters didn’t come up to expecta- 
tions last season. But the word this time 
is potential. 

Linemen Larry Little, Maxie Williams, 
Tom Gould and Bob Demarco hope to 
be as good as new after injury-disabling 
years. Also back is Carl Maulk, a rookie 
obtained from Baltimore in desperation, 
who played center most of the second 
half of 1979. 


The defense, better against the rush 
than the pass, also is primed for the youth 
movement. The young secondary includes 
second-year men Doug Swift, Mike Kolen, 
Curtis Johnson, Jake Scott and Tim Foley. 


Excluding veteran middle linebacker 
Nick Buonaconti, the other six secondary 


people had a total of four years experience 
in one of the Dolphins’ games last year. 

The years all belonged to strong safety 
Dick Anderson. A 
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AFC East 


BUFFALO BILLS 


he cold doesn’t bother Dennis Shaw 

in Buffalo’s northern outpost. And, 
for that matter, neither does the heat of 
a National Football League game. 

“He did everything that people thought 
Terry Bradshaw would do in his rookie 
season,” said an admirer, placing Shaw 
in the good company of Pittsburgh’s 
golden, young quarterback. 

He did that—and more. 

He held out longer than any other 
draftee, then spanked life into shufflin’ 
Buffalo as soon as he came on the scene 
in the third game. The cocky, 23-year-old 
San Diego State star put his money where 
his mouth was and promptly led the brit- 
tle Bills to an upset, 34-21 victory over 
the New York Jets and another assertive 
quarterback, Joe Namath. 

When the 1970 season was over, Buffalo 
had a 3-10-1 mark and slumbered in fourth 
place in the AFC Eastern Division, but it 
wasn’t Shaw’s fault. 

He hummed the football for 2,507 
yards, just nine less than Oakland’s Daryle 
Lamonica, the AFC leader. Only La- 
monica completed more passes, beating 
Shaw by one: 179-178. Dennis the Men- 
ace also was second to Miami's Bob 
Griese in average yards gained per pass, 
7.81 to 8.24. And Shaw’s completion 
percentage of 55.5 ripped the club mark 
by a smashing five points. 

Shaw was just warming up, he said. 

“It was just a rehearsal for next sea- 
son,” he admitted with immodest can- 
dor, “when we're going to be a winner.” 

Uh, huh, maybe. But it won’t be easy. 
Buffalo’s troubles begin right in its own 
division, the Eastern thing, you know, 
with the Super Bowl winner. And not 
only will the Bills have to contend with 
Baltimore, but with the New York Jets 
and newly-annointed power Miami as 
well. ¢ 

Let’s look at the bright side, though. 
There’s Marlin Briscoe, the AFC’s lead- 
ing receiver of 1970 and pass-catching 
wizard Haven Moses. And there’s O. J. 
Simpson, if he can stay out of sick bay. 
The Bills finally expect to give their 
injury-riddled star runner the kind of 
protection he got at Southern California 
with an offensive line that includes bully- 
boys Jim Reilly, Richard Cheek, Howard 
Kindig, Joe O’Donnell, Paul Costa and 
Frank Marchlewski. 

Coach John Rauch figures the expe- 
rienced blockers will provide the impetus 
for a Simpson breakout, thus opening 
Shaw to a more paralyzing passing at- 
tack. When Simpson suffered another of 


his costly injuries last year, the Bills un- 
covered a fine young running back, Greg 
Jones. Wayne Patrick, also surefooted 
and quick, is expected to come back from 
injury and help out matters. 

Buffalo acquired defensive back Alvin 
Wyatt in an off-season trade with Oak- 
land, adding manpower to an already bull- 


0.J. Simpson missed half the season with a knee injury b 


ish defense. For all their ineffectiveness 
last season, the Bills ranked fourth in 
total defense. Bob James, one of the fast- 
est and most deadly tacklers in the game, 
provides some mayhem in the defensive 
backfield along with Butch Byrd, John 
Pitts, Pete Richardson, Paul Guidry and 
Edgar Chandler. A 


ut still led Buffalo rushing. 
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AFC East 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


Prete Boston fans are hitching their 
wagon to a star this happy new year. 
Happy? Well, it can’t get worse, it can 
only get better. 

The 1970-71 Patriots were last in win- 
ning percentage, last in offense, next-to- 
last in defense—and first in the college 
draft. 

Hello, Diamond Jim Plunkett. 

The Pats won’t have an overnight 
winner, but getting Stanford’s Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterback is a move 
in the right direction. The key word in 
Boston’s scheme of things this year: Help! 

Boston needs help on the offensive line, 
the defensive line, at the linebacker and 
pass-catching positions, as well as a kicker- 
punter or two. They had four quarter- 
backs on the roster and made Plunkett 
their No. | pick in the college-draft. But 
others were added, too. 

. The newly-dubbed “New England” Pa- 
triots, a sad 2-12 last year in the East, 
named defensive tackle Julius Adams of 
Texas Southern; Notre Dame linebacker 
Tim Kelly; defensive back Tim Beamer of 
Johnson C. Smith and tight end Dave 
Hardt of Kentucky among their top draft 
picks in hopes of fleshing out their wea- 
ponless arsenal. 

Boston turned down several tempting 
offers and hung onto its No. | draft pick, 
who joins Joe Kapp, Mike Taliaferro, 
Kim Hammond and Brian Dowling in 
one of pro football’s biggest corps of 
quarterbacks. 

Carl Garrett, once Boston’s future hope 
as rookie of the year, is reportedly in dis- 
favor with the Patriots’ hierarchy and the 
once-dashing runner may find his place 
taken by Odell Lawson, a young, jack- 
hammer-bursting back. Then there’s Jim 
Nance, the club’s lifetime-leading ground 
gainer. But he may have to try harder for 
a job this year after a sub-par season, 
fighting off R. C. Gamble and a runner 
added in the draft—Tulsa’s Josh Ashton. 

Boston also is reportedly disenchanted 
with pass-catcher Ron Sellers, the one- 


time No. | draft pick who slides in and . 


out of injuries like a yo-yo. Charley Fra- 
zier and Bill Radamaker, a pair of return- 
ing receivers, are joined this year by 
Hardt, Nebraska’s Don Schneiss, Alfred 
Sykes of Florida A&M and Massachu- 
setts’ Nick McGarry. 

That’s the bright side. It gets worse. 

The Patriots were practically helpless 
against the rush last year, letting the other 
guys average over 148 yards a game, and 
wound up No. 12 in the AFC in total 
defense with a 314-yard-a-game give- 
away. Phil Olsen, a 260-pound defensive 
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end from Utah State and an untouchable 
on the squad, had to sit out last season 
after surgery. His presence this year could 
improve that defensive record. Jim Hunt, 
Houston Antwine, and Ron Berger are 
back to battle for their jobs on that de- 
fensive line. 

Along with Beamer, Boston nabbed two 
other defensive backs in the draft—Lewis 
Swain of Alabama A&M and Jim Zik- 
mund of Kearny State. They'll try to 
crack the lineup which includes John 


Bramlett, Ed Philpott, Jim Cheyunski, 
Cat Ballou and Bob Olson. 

Most of the offensive line positions are 
up for grabs, as the college kids join John 
Morris, Len St. Jean, Tom Neville, Mike 
Motler, Tom Funchess and newly-ac- 
quired Jim Schmedding in this madcap 
jockeying for positions. 

“It will be great to play in Boston,” 
Plunkett said when the Pats announced 
him as their No. | choice. 

We'll see. Aa 
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Powerful Jim Nance was hobbled by injuries and gained only 522 yards last season. 
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AFC West 


KANSAS CITY 


big, bruising runner was top priority 

for the Kansas City Chiefs—so this 
year in the college draft they grabbed a 
“wide receiver first. 

They were neck-deep in dazzling defen- 
sive backs, so, naturally, they got six 
more from the colleges. 

Ours is not to wonder why, just assume 
Coach Hank Stram knows what he’s do- 
ing. His penchant for picking talent over 
position has long worked wonders, in- 
cluding the world championship two sea- 
sons ago. 

Last year, Stram’s philosophy suffered 
dramatically when the Chiefs made line- 
backer Clyde Werner their second round 
draft choice despite a gaggle of good men 
at the position—including the omnipres- 
ent Willie Lanier, Bobby Bell and Jim 
Lynch. This year, that super trio is back in 
business, complemented by a radar-track- 
ing secondary including Jim Marsalis, 
Johnny Robinson, Jim Kearney and Em- 
mett Thomas. 

With depth and* power at most every 
position, what Chiefs honestly need in 
1971 is a short-yardage thunderbolt to 
team with mercury-footed Ed Podolak in 
the backfield. Podolak stepped in after 
Star runner Mike Garrett was traded to 
San Diego, and provided punch as both 
a backfield ace and punt return artist. 
Fullback Wendell Hayes added blocking 
last season, but not the power running 
the Chiefs wanted. 

Just prior to the 1971 draft, Stram dealt 
for New Orleans’ Jim Otis, the former 
Ohio State running star, then character- 
istically went for the best talent available 
in the college assortment. The No. | choice 
was Elmo Wright, Houston University’s 
great wide receiver who dances in the end 
zone after each touchdown catch. 

The position-deep Stram theory ex- 
tends all around. Len Dawson, architect 
of the Super Bowl triumph over Minne- 
sota, is back on the last year of his four- 
year contract. He missed only one game 
last season and appeared to have licked 
his knee problems as the Chiefs finished 
with a 7-5-2 record. Three-year veteran 
Mike Livingston is the backup man with 
a freakish record of never having lost 
any of his eight starts. Stram also picked 
Southern Methodist’s Chuck Hixson to 
fit somewhere into the quarterback 
scheme along with Johnny Huarte. 

In getting Wright, Stram hopes to juice 
up a passing game that finished next-to- 
last in 1970-71. Otis Taylor, the graceful 
wide receiver, wants his job back this 
year with Gloster Richardson and Frank 
Pitts likely contenders. The Chiefs also 


It's ready, aim, fire for Chiefs’ Len Dawson. 


plucked tight end David Robinson of 
Jacksonville, Ala., State to join Morris 
Stroud and those two, over-30 veterans, 
Billy Cannon and Fred Arbanis, for the 
short receiver positions. 

The Chiefs have tackles Jim Tyrer and 
Dave Hill, guards Ed Budde and Mo 
Moorman and center Jack Rudnay in 
one of the league’s mightiest offensive 
lines. 

If Aaron Brown comes back from in- 
juries, the Chiefs also will have one of the 
most feared defensive ends in football 
glowering down the opposing quarter- 
back’s throat. The rest of the front four 
includes some pretty testy gentlemen with 
years of experience—Jerry Mays, Curley 
Culp, and Buck Buchanan. 

Jan Stenerud, pro football’s golden 
foot, kicks the field goals. He led the 
AFC with 30 last year. 

Funny Stram didn’t draft any’ more 
field goal kickers. 
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AFC West 


(Jusstox: What has two arms and flies? 
Answer: The Oakland Raiders with 
Daryle Lamonica, George Blanda and 
the zingiest passing game in the AFC. 

Nobody was surprised when the Oak- 
land raiding party topped the league 
in passing last year and banked honors 
for the fourth season running in total 
offense. 

It wasn’t why they did it, but how, 
that raised the eyebrows. 

Lamonica, for years one of football’s 
golden quarterbacks, had a torturous 
season of pain and was not up to physi- 
cal par although among the statistical 
leaders. 

He let George do it sometimes. And, 
boy, did he do it! 

The 43-year-old tacit tactician manipu- 
lated five straight victories in the closing 
minutes with the dashing aplomb of a 
motion picture leading man. 

First question for 1971: What can this 
dynamic pair do for an encore? 

Lamonica, who threw for over 2,500 
yards and 22 touchdowns in 1970, visited 
doctors during the off-season to help cure 
recurring knee-and-shoulder _ aches. 
Blanda will be 44, trying to repeat an- 
other Mission Impossible season. 

With Lamonica and Blanda a two- 
some, No. 3 quarterback Ken Stabler 
was an injured spectator in 1970. He'll 
be back for another peek in 1971. 

If the Raiders’ Magnificent Flying 
Machine stays in high gear this year, it’ll 
have lots of other good working parts in 
some jet-propelled receivers. They in- 
clude Fred Biletnikoff, Warren Wells, 
shot-quick sophomore Ray Chester and 
Rod Sherman—plus two picked up in the 
college draft, Stanford’s Bob Moore and 
Charles Hill of Sam Houston. 

Not only that, but Oakland has a 
simply smashing running game headed 
by Hewritt Dixon, a 230-pound projec- 
tile who was the AFC’s No. 3 rusher in 
1970. Charlie Smith teams with Dixon 
to give the Raiders formidable ground 
punch and a couple of jackrabbits wait 
in the wings in Marv Hubbard and Pete 
Banazak. Clarence Davis, Southern Cali- 
fornia’s ace runner picked high in the 
draft, will get a look, too. 

Gene Upshaw, the young bull consid- 
ered one of the best pulling guards on the 
sweep, shores up a solid offensive line 
delicately balanced with youth and ex- 
perience. Stacked with veteran Jim Otto, 
the guy with the “00” on his jersey, are 
Upshaw and Jim Harvey, and tackles 
Harry Schuh, Bob Svihus or Art Shell. 
They were watchdogs protecting the 
passer last season. 
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So everything is beautiful except, per- 
haps, the defense and that may be The 
Problem. 

Ben Davidson, once the most feared 
attacker at end, must come back from a 
so-so year. Young Tony Cline, called a 
“consistent performer” by Coach John 
Madden, hopes for another crack at one 
of the end positions and linemen Carleton 
Oats, Tom Keating and Al Dotson will 
be battling off a bucket of young blood 
netted from the college ranks. 

Dave Grayson, all-AFL for years at 


strong safety, announced his retirement, 
posing more problems. That leaves an- 
other aging star at cornerback, Willie 
Brown, along with Nehemiah Wilson, 
Kent McCloughan and Jim Warren’ 
among the defensive backfield hopefuls. 
Gus Otto, Dan Connors and Bill Laskey 
are among the returning linebackers. 

Including Jack Tatum, Ohio State’s 
fine cornerback who was the team’s No. 
1 draft pick, Madden collected 11 defen- 
sive players from the colleges. 

He must be trying to say something. & 


Hewritt Dixon bursts through Washington's line. Dixon gained 861 yards last season. 
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AFC WEST 


Ree Lance Alworth has dropped his 
suit, runner Mike Garrett has dropped 
his plans to leave—and new Coach Sid 
Gillman is about to drop the boom. 

They're putting the charge back into 
the San Diego Chargers this season. 

Although San Diego is berthed with a 
couple of roughnecks, Oakland and Kan- 
sas City, in the AFC’s two-fisted Western 
Division, everything is beautiful merely 
because of new developments. 

Alworth, the club’s top receiver and 
No: 7 among pro football’s all-time lead- 
ers, decided to stick with the Chargers 
after a private settlement of his $5.6 
million antitrust suit against the team 
and the National Football League. 

“I wanted to be remembered as a darn 
good football player, rather than a guy 
who sued football,” said Alworth in ex- 
plaining his about-face. 

Just as surprising was Garrett’s decision 
to stay with the team rather than seek a 
new career in baseball, as he had prev- 
iously announced. ; 

“Football is the practical thing for me 
to do,” Garrett said. 

Gillman, a martinet, returns to a job 
he held for 10 seasons before a hiatus in 
the front office. 

“What this team needs is a guy with a 
steel boot,” said one player after a defeat 
in San Diego’s lukewarm 5-6-3 year in 
1970-71. 

They'll get it with Gillman, who’s still 
tough at 59. Only trouble is, Gillman can’t 
carry the ball for them. And that, precise- 
ly, is what the Chargers need among lesser 
considerations: a walloping running at- 
tack. 

With spring-footed Dick Post injury- 
ravaged most of 1970, unheralded Brad 

ubbert stepped in and did a commend- 
able job. But the running game was con- 
spicuously quiet last season, even with 
occasional brilliance from Garrett, a mid- 
season steal from Kansas City, Gene 
Foster and Jeff Queen. Garrett will no 
doubt be more help this year, playing 
from the beginning. Leon Burns, the 
club’s No. | draft pick from Long Beach 
State, could be the breakaway threat 
Gillman’s searching for. 

The Chargers also were torn between 
two quarterbacks in 1970-71, John Had] 
and newcomer Marty Domres. Virtually 
platooned the first part of the year, Hadl 
won the job back late in the season and 
is expected to be Gillman’s choice again 
this time around provided he recovers 
completely from the fractured skull he 
suffered in an off-season riding accident. 

With Alworth back in the Chargers’ 
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plans, he and Gary Garrison must rate 
as their top receivers and long-range tar- 
gets if Hadl can get the bomb to them. 
Two youngsters touted as future star pass- 
catchers, Walker Gillette and Billy Parks, 
should see some action, too. 

The Chargers need something to pep 
up their offense, which ranked seventh 
in 1970. As a matter of fact, their defense 
isn’t so hot, either. That wound up 10th 
in the 13-team league. 

Walt Sweeney, a perennial all-star guard 
who doubles on special team events with 
a quickness usually foreign to a man of 
his 6-foot-4, 256-pound stature, hovers 


San Diego hopes for increased mileage from Dick Post, who gained only 225 yards in 1970. 


over an offensive line including Terry 
Owens, Bill Lenkaitis, Russ Washington 
and Sam Gruneisen. Ron Billingsley, 
Gene Ferguson, Steve DeLong, and Joe 
Owens stabilize the defensive line; Bob 
Babich, Pete Barnes, Bob Bruggers and 
Rick Redman are among the club’s line- 
backers and Joe Beauchamp has found a 
home at cornerback along with defensive 
backfield starters Bob Howard, Jim Tol- 
bert and Jim Hill. 

Speedy Duncan runs with the wind on 
kickoff returns and, oh, yes, when the 
Chargers kick—which is often—they have 
top punter in Dennis Partee. A 
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AFC West 


t’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 

for Lou Saban, who did his holiday 
shopping early this year. Don Horn was 
on the market in Green Bay and the Den- 
ver coach snapped him up for peanuts. 

Now the Broncos finally feel they have 
The Quarterback they’ve been looking 
for all these years. 

Saban has had quarterback problems 
for seasons and Steve Tensi’s premature 
retirement after last season was just an- 
other kick in the slats for the Denver 
doormats. 

Horn, a backup man to Bart Starr for 
four years, nevertheless holds Green Bay’s 
single-game passing mark and could lend 
some jazz to the Broncos’ aerial attack. 
They need it. Pete Liske, a Canadian Foot- 
ball League refugee, and young Al Pas- 
trana both had shots at the No. | job last 
year, but weren’t consistent during a 
5-8-1 season. 

That left running back Floyd Little as 
the Broncos’ first and only offensive threat. 
Little, the AFC’s leading rusher in 1970- 
71 with 901 yards, created enough sparks 
with his piston-punching legs to make 
Denver’s rushing show respectable. 


However, the club offered a pale-by- 
comparison passing attack that skittered 
the Broncos to No. 10 in the team of- 
fense statistics. Thus, along with the ac- 
quisition of Horn, Denver nabbed quar- 
terback Craig Blackford of Evansville 
in the college draft this year and Saban 
looks forward to better things. 

With Little carrying most of the dyna- 
mite, it’s not surprising that not too many 
other runners see the ball. Young bull 
Bobby Anderson spells Little and broad- 
shouldered Willis Crenshaw is the 
blocking fullback. 


Unfortunately, Denver didn’t have the 
pass-catchers last season to complement 
that big Little running game. The Bronco 
hopefuls of Al Denson, Mike Haffner, 
John Embree, Bill Van’ Heusen, Jim Whe- 
lan and rookie Jerry Hendren didn’t turn 
out as planned and moved in and out of 
the lineup at various places like a mis- 
placed jigsaw puzzle. Only Denson was 
reliable, leading the team with 47 catches. 

The Broncos thus went big for outside 
receivers, sweeping three out of this year’s 
college bushel—Dwight Harrison of Tex- 
as A&l, Carlos Harris of Idaho State, and 
Mississippi's Floyd Franks. 


Denver also acquired some college 
help for the offensive line, another prob- 
lem. Seems they didn’t give the passer 
enough time to breathe last year. Center 
Larry Kaminski, probably as consistent 
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‘as any on that line, is back along with 
tackles Sam Brunell and Mike Current 
and guards Bob Young and George Goed- 
deke. The Broncos made Southern Cali- 
fornia’s rugged tackle, Marv Montgom- 
ery, their No. | choice this year. 

Rich Jackson, the all-pro end, Dave 
Costa, Paul Smith and Pete Duranko are 
four pushy linemen who helped make 
the Broncos third in defense in 1970-71. 
However, more speed would be welcome 
at the linebacker positions with the return 
of veterans Fred Forsberg, Carl Cunning- 
ham, Dave Washington, Chip Myrtle and 


Denver's Floyd Little blossomed into a star, winning AFC rushing title with 901 yards. 


Bill Butler. Veteran cornerbacks Bill 
Thompson and Booker Edgerson are com- 
ing off knee-disabling injuries and might 
or might not be able to give 100 percent. 
Cornell Gordon is back after an up-and- 
down season along with free safeties Paul 
Martha and George Saimes. 

Along with Little, the Broncs had an- 
other leader last year but in a rather un- 
distinguished category—Billy Van Heu- 
sen led the league in most punts with 87. 

Either they were throwing it away or 
coughing it up, which could easily be the 


case again this season. A 


AFC Central 


CINCINNATI 


he word is out among American Foot- 

ball Conference teams: Get Carter. 
But quarterback Virgil Carter is not a 
very accessible target and that will be one 
of the problems facing the Cincinnati 
Bengals’ opponents this year, 

To compound the misery for the oppo- 
sition, another first rate passer, Greg 
Cook, is recovering from an off-season 
operation and the Cincinnati Kid will be 
hustling to get his job back, 

Something else. Young and talented 
Sam Wyche also fits somewhere into the 
picture, 

The Bengals appeared to be dead-as-a- 
doormat when Cook, a dazzling rookie 
in 1969-70, was lost last year. But young, 
strong-arm Wyche started with occasion- 
al brilliance before Carter came on the 
scene. The Chicago Bears’ reject started 
the Cincinnati fire in the last half of the 
season to help the expansionists win their 
first title, the Central Division crown. 

Carter led the young Bengals to seven 
Straight victories after a 1-6 start, and 
even topped the league in one passing 
Statistic; lowest interception percentage, 
3.2. 

There’s more to Carter than his pass- 
ing. He can run. Not scramble, run. 
When he rushed for 110 yards against 
Cleveland in 1970, it was the first time 
in four years that a quarterback had 
cracked the 100-yard barrier in the Na- 
tional Football League. The feat, inci- 
dentally, had never been accomplished 
before in the old American Football 
League. 

Now contending for that No. | job is 
Cook, a first-year marvel who topped the 
AFC in passing as a rookie; and, as if 
Cincinnati didn’t have enough depth at 
that position, the Bengals nailed another 
quarterback in the college draft—Ken 
Anderson of Augustana. 

The Bengals apparently figured their 
offense had enough dynamite, for they 
only picked up two runners and two re- 
ceivers among their 197! draft picks. 
Virgil’s verve sparked a strong running 
game that wound up second to confer- 
ence-topping Miami in 1970-71. Jesse 
Phillips and Paul Robinson carry the 
brunt of the attack with Robinson dou- 
ble-dealing as a receiver, along with 
Speedy Thomas, who's as good as his 
name. 

Another prong in the Bengals’ forceful 
offense is Horst Muhlmann, the West 
German kicker who was the first Bengal 
to score over 100 points in a season (108). 
He had the high last year for most points 
in a game, 19. 


Virgil Carter led Bengals to Division title. 


Cincinnati has another statistical champ 
to go along with Carter—Dave Lewis, 
who topped the AFC last year with a 
46.2-yard average on 79 punts. 

Lamar Parish’s good hands latched onto 
five enemy passes for a club record in 
interceptions, but he needs help in the 
AFC’s poorest passing defense. The 
Bengals hope to shore up the defense 
with some fine college prospects obtained 
in their defense-oriented draft. Arthur 
May, a defensive end from Tuskegee, 
was among the high picks. 

The rookies will join veterans Ron Car- 
penter, Mike Reid, Steve Chomyszak and 
Royce Berry on the defensive line and 
Fletcher Smith in the backfield. 

Cincinnati’s porous offensive line isn’t 
in the greatest of shape, either. Bob John- 
son, the club’s first round draft choice in 
1968, is the center. The line forms at the 
right for the other positions. 
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AFC Central 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


huck Noll is determined to, make one 

of his two young quarterbacks No. | 
this year and the Pittsburgh coach can’t 
miss either way. 

The man will be named Terry, in any 
event. 

Terry Bradshaw and Terry Hanratty 
sound alike, do almost everything to- 
gether off the field, but despite their par- 
alleled athletic prowess, unfortunately, 
can’t play together. 

It’s good—or bad for the Steelers— 
depending on how you look at it. 

The problem is one a lot of coaches 
would like to wrestle with, but Noll was 
actually torn between two good-looking 
athletes who shared the action last year 
right down the line. Not being able to 
settle on any one man, Noll wound up 
with two part-timers in his roulette sys- 
tem and the Steelers finished a lackluster 
No. 8 in the AFC’s passing statistics 
in 1970-71. 

While Hanratty and Bradshaw con- 
tinued to room together and stayed the 
best of friends, the fierce rivalry con- 
tinued on the field, but didn’t help the 
team any. It’s not surprising, then, that 
Noll wants to hand the job to one leader 
who can provide a lift from last year’s 
dull 5-9 mark and third-place finish in the 
sorry Central Division. 


Whichever strong arm assumes the first- 
string posture, he’ll have a gaudy array of 
pass-catching accomplices to deal with— 
including nimble-footed Fred Lewis, the 
club’s No. | draft choice from Grambling. 
Pittsburgh has a stable of fine young re- 
ceivers, but Lewis is ticketed to provide 
the Steelers with one of their most wide 
open offenses in years. His ability to 
catch passes or run adds pizzazz to the 
offense with youngsters Dave Smith, Ron 
Shaklin, Hubie Bryant, Dennis Hughes, 
and Bob Adams able to run with the wind 
and latch onto the long and short Han- 
ratty-Bradshaw bullets. 


Even at that, the Steelers took five more 
receivers in the college draft. 

A wide open passing game also opens 
daylight for the running attack. The ad- 
dition of Jim Evenson, a_ 1,000-yard 
rusher in each of three Canadian Foot- 
ball League campaigns, gives Pittsburgh 
potential for improving its No. 11 finish 
in offense last season. Evenson joins 
Preston Pearson, John Fuqua, Warren 
Bankston and Steve Davis in the over- 
crowded backfield. 

Center Ray Mansfield, a permanent 
fixture in the middle of the offensive line, 
should stick around for another season 
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Terry Bradshaw (12) found tough sledding in his first season for Pittsburgh Steelers. 


after playing more than 100 straight 
games. John Brown and Mike Haggerty, 
two veteran tackles who started every 
game last year, and Bruce Van Dyke, 
John Kolb and Rick Sharp will get some 
compeition on that offensive line from 
the newcomers. 

Tackle Joe Greene. as mean as ever, 
stabilizes a rip-roaring defensive line 
that includes tackle Chuck Hinton and 
ends Lloyd Voss and Ben McGee. 

Where the Steelers went for help in the 


college draft were the linebacking and 
secondary positions. Jack Ham, the spi- 
der-like Penn State linebacker, was the 
No. 2 pick, and the Steelers also fingered 
Mississippi's Fred Brister and Louisiana 
State’s Mike Anderson to play along with 
a linebacking corps of Andy Russell, 
Chuck Allen and Gerry Hillebrand. Four 
rookie hopefuls were added to a defensive 
backfield of Ocie Austin, Chuck Beatty, 
Lee Calland, Mel Blount, John Rowser 
and CJarence Oliver. A 
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AFC Central 


he Cleveland Browns finished high on 

the list in offense in the American Foot- 
ball Conference last year. Guess where 
they could use some help this season? 

That’s right—the offense. 

For despite the Browns’ second-place 
windup behind offense-leading Oakland, 
their usually formidable running game 
ranked a lukewarm No. 8. And that was 
one of the reasons for their 7-7 record in 
the weak Central Division. 

That’s not all. Quarterback Bill Nelsen 
is bedeviled by bad knees and young 
Mike Phipps may be called on for the 
starting assignment. Another solid back- 
up man wouldn’t hurt. 

One thing more. Despite two good tight 
ends in Chip Glass and Milt Morin, the 
Browns could use a grease lightning re- 
ceiver to catch the long bomb...and for 
that matter, someone to throw it, too. 

A little more help on the offensive line 
wouldn't hurt to give the quarterback 
more assistance and to aide Leroy Kelly’s 
crackerjack running talents. Kelly is the 
star and, if he manages to stay out of 
bandages this time, must be considered 
the most dangerous single force on of- 
fense. Kelly survived four seasons with 
barely a scratch, missing but three plays 
due to an injured finger and a lost shoe. 
But then the injuries started to catch up 
all at once. Two years ago, he pulled a 
leg muscle in the opener and didn’t really 
hit his stride until the fifth game. Last 
year, two sprained ankles kept him out of 
action on several occasions. 

But Kelly, a runner in the Cleveland 
transition of backfield aces, joined the 
exclusive 5,000-yard career rushing club 
last year, and could:be part of a jazzed-up 
ground game along with Bo Scott. The 
Browns dipped into.the college draft grab 
bag and came up with two more electrify- 
ing runners in Bo Cornell of Washington 
and Larry Zelina of Ohio State. 

The Browns have a potential offensive 
line starin tackle Bob McKay, a first round 
draft choice two years ago. Whether or 
not he’s recovered from a college injury 
will help the Browns to fit the line puzzle 
together. Guards John Demarie and Gene 
Hickerson, a veteran in his 30s, center 
Fred Hoaglin and tackles Dick Schafrath 
and Joe Taffoni are back along with a 
batch of college applicants. 

Except for a reasonably strong line in- 
cluding Joe Jones, Walter Johnson, Jerry 
Sherk and Jack Gregory, the rest of the 
Browns’ defense was suspect in 1970-71. 
So it was no surprise that new Coach Nick 
Skorich went for Clarence Scott of Kan- 
sas as the No. | college draft pick. He’s 


quick, excellent one-on-one defensive 
back. 

Some fast cornerbacks could help the 
Browns improve last season’s mark. 
Erich Barnes is a question mark and Ben 
Davis could supply service if he is fully 
recovered from two knee operations. 

A good middle linebacker would solve 


the big defensive headache. Veteran Jim 


Houston was shifted to the middle last 
year, but didn’t survive the experiment 
and shuttled back to the left side. Bob 
Matheson was given some time there, 
and finally Dale Lindsey wound up as the 
most dependable middle linebacker of 
the trio—but also sheared off too much 
poundage during the grind, winding up 
wasp-waisted. A 


It's a touchdown for Cleveland as Leroy Kelly barrels into the end zone for six points. 


AFC Central 


HOUSTON OILERS 


ally Lemm threw in the towel, because, 
he admitted, it wasn’t any more fun 
coaching the Houston Oilers. 

It won't be any picnic for his successor, 
either. 

But that doesn’t mean Ed Hughes isn’t 
trying to have a ball. In fact, one of his 
first duties as coach this year as a free- 
wheeling shopping spree—in which he 
made some trades and dipped into the 
college grab bag. 

Not long after Hughes joined Houston, 
he shipped career rushing leader Hoyle 
Granger to New Orleans along with de- 
fensive end Charlie Blossom and offen- 
sive tackle Terry Stoebel. The Oilers 
landed Ken Burroughs, a big, swift wide 
receiver, and Dave Rowe, a 6-foot-7, 
280-pound defensive tackle, for their 
new-look mod squad. In addition, Hous- 
ton got tight end Willie Frazier from 
San Diego for guard Doug Wilkerson, the 
Oilers’ No. | draft pick two years ago. 

“The Oilers will change considerably,” 
said Hughes. 

It’s not such a bad idea, considering 
how they finished last year under Lemm 
—a 3-10-1 record in the weak-sister Cen- 
tral Division. 

Injuries, bane of the pro football team, 
appeared to be the Oilers’ Enemy No. 1 
last season. Among the pained Oilers 
were Granger, wide receiver Charlie Join- 
er, quarterback Charley Johnson, middle 
linebacker Lloyd Wainscott and running 
backs Roy Hopkins and Woodie Camp- 
bell. 

It was no secret Lemm was sold on 
Johnson, who earlier played for him and 
was obtained from St. Louis. There were 
flashes of Johnson brilliance, but not 
enough to quench the fans’ thirst for a 
classic quarterback in the mold of George 
Blanda, the former Houston star. Bob 
Naponic, a 1969 pick from Illinois, was 
flushed out of the taxi squad to fill in 
along with Jerry Rhome, but neither 
provided the needed pizzazz. 

So it was understandable when Hughes 
made quarterbacks his first two draft 
picks this year—Dan Pastorini of Santa 
Clara and Lynn Dickey of Kansas State. 
The Oilers also tapped three runners, two 
receivers, two guards, two tackles, two 
linebackers, two defensive backs and one 
defensive end in the college draft. 

They'll need every one, if the squad 
stays as questionable as last year. 

Granger’s departure leaves last year’s 
rookie sensation Joe Dawkins as the 
backfield running ace. Grambling’s Willie 
Armstrong, Andy Hopkins of Stephen 
F. Austin and Maryland State’s Moses 


72 


Denton will be looking for the other run- 
ning jobs along with returning veterans 
Hopkins, Campbell, Mike Richardson and 
Tom Smiley. They hope to lend more 
jazz to a total offense that wound up 10th 
last season. 

Frazier joins all-conference tight end 
Alvin Reed and Joiner, hoping to pro- 
vide more air power to the passing game. 

Wainscott probably will be back for 
another shot at a linebacking corps con- 
sisting of Olen Underwood, Garland Boy- 
ette, George Webster and Ron Pritchard. 
The newly-acquired Rowe will have to 
give his all for a sagging defense that 
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Rangy George Webster spearheads Houston's defense—brightest spot for the Oilers. 
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wound up deadly last in 1970-71, cough- 
ing up 314 yards rushing and passing a 
game. The rookies, no doubt, will get an 
extremely fair appraisal on the defensive 
line along with veterans Pat Holmes, 
Willie Parker, Tom Domres and Elvin 
Bethea, in the secondary with Leroy Mit- 
chell, Zeke Moore, Ken Houston and 
Johnny Peacock and on the offensive 
line with Walt Suggs, Bobby Maples, 
Elbert Drungo, Glen Hines and Tom 
Regner. 

Spike Jones, no relation to the musician, 
does the punting. He’s one of the few high 
notes. A 
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Baines and Dallas battled 

Bu: way into the Super 
Bowl, leaving behind a trail of 
strewn hopes held by teams like 
San Francisco, Detroit, Minne- 
sota, Oakland and others. There 
has been much criticism of the 
game the Colts and Cowboys 
played but regardless of what 
you thought of the quality of 
the football, you must admit 
that a game-winning field goal 
with only seconds left to play 
was an exciting way to end pro 
football’s most exciting specta- 
cle. Here in pictures is the story 
of the game climaxed by Jim 
O’Brien’s historic kick. 


76 


The sputtering Dallas attack 
was directed by Craig Morton 
(14 above) but it never 

really got off the ground. On 
the ground was the way the 
Colts scored their tying TD 
with Tom Nowatzke (34 below) 
taking it into the end zone. 


Super Sunday was a day for the 
defenses. Dallas was led by 
linebacker Chuck Howley (54 above) 
named game's most valuable player. 
The offense rarely had a chance 

to move. Below Rich Volk has a 

firm grasp on Dallas’ Reggie Rucker. 
Right Mel Renfro is about to 
separate Baltimore's Ed Hinton 

from the football. Many of the 
game's turnovers were caused by 
solid, hard-nosed defense. 
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The Super Bow! Trophy is 
named for the late Vince 
Lombardi and here Commissioner 
Pete Rozelle presents the 
silverware to Mrs. Lombardi 

who then turned it over to 

the Baltimore Colts. 
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The road to Baltimore's big 
victory was paved with happy 
scenes like these. First, John 
Mackey thrusts football over 
his head after scoring early 
TD. Then Jim O'Brien soars 
into the arms of his mates 
after his game-winning kick. 


OFFICIAL PRO-BALL PRACTICE JERSEY 
Official pro-football practice jersey with 
team name on front. Looks sharp—feels 
great. Available in youth sizes (S, M & L) 
or adult sizes (S, M & L). Teams available 
are Rams, G.B., Dallas, Minnesota, Jets, 
Colts and Kansas City. Specify team desired. 
No. 130—Youth Sizes $2.98 per team 
No. 131—Adult Sizes 


PRO-FOOTBALL PLAYING CARDS 
te For the real pro-football fan, 
here's a regular deck of 52 
playing cards that features 
your favorite team in an action 
pose, All 26 teams available. 
Each deck contains one team. 
Specify team desired. 
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| = NFL FOOT LOCKER 
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OFFICIAL NFL SPORT BLANKET 
Lightweight, waterproof blanket. Full 
56” x 56”. Available in all 26 teams 
with individual color and ensignia. 


.... $3.50 per team w0108 


each team | 


14” DEEP 

Now, store all your sport 
merchandise in your very 
own foot locker emblaz- 
oned with your favorite 
NFL team emblem and 
colors. Holds all your 
equipment and really gives 
you that ‘‘Locker Room'’ 
feeling. Specify team. 

No. 502 ..................$6, 


Lynbrook, N.Y. 115 


Item = 


Based on material used by the astro- Name 
nauts for warmth and lightness. Per- Address _ 
fect for all outdoor events. City & State 


...$ 8.98 per team 


FOOTBALL CLOCK 
Beautifully detailed clock 
with simulated 
finish, Easy to read numer- 
als with red sweep second 
hand. Special pocket con- 
ceals excess cord. Packaged 
with lettering kit so you can 
inscribe your favorite team. 
No. 121 desk model..$11.98 
No, 122 wall model..§ 8.98 
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Royal Advertising cap 


Rush me the team(s) listed below. | understand | must be delighted or my 
money will be refunded. 


Please add 50¢ to total order for postage and handling. 


PRO-FOOTBALL PRODUCTS 
All 26 Teams Available 


OFFICIAL 3-DIMENSIONAL 
PRO-FOOTBALL PLAQUE 


Authentic design and emblem of your 
favorite pro-football team framed and ready 
to hang. Made of high-impact plastic to 
give sharp color and authentic detail. Each 
plaque framed and ready to hang. Each 
plaque is a full 8%“ x 734" and is a 
popular item for den, family room or TV 
room. All teams available except Minnesota 
and Detroit. 

No. 117 
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DICK BUTKUS 


continued from page 16 


At 6-3 and a solid 245 pounds. Dick’s 
physical prowess is awesome. Now in his 
seventh year in the NFL, he has mastered 
the art of pass coverage (“that was the 
most difficult thing’) and reading de- 
fenses. His sharp football mind and 
quick reactions are, of course, the key 
to everything. (“Dick has the feeling 
the whole football field is his.” says 
teammate Mudd.) 

“We always find time to watch Dick,” 
Sayers laughs, “especially when he’s 
working oyer the center on punts. Last 
year, in an exhibition game against Buf- 
falo, the center was afraid to snap the 
ball. Dick really Jet him have it. A 
couple of times the guy centered the 
ball over the punter’s head.” 

Butkus has known plenty of pain, but 
injuries have rarely stopped him. “He 
could be out on his feet and he'll never 
say a word,” says coach Dooley. 

“Dick has great pride in wanting to 
be the best,” explains Abe Gibron, Chi- 
cago’s defensive line coach. “He works 
hard to excel in every phase of his posi- 


tion, and he’s underrated in some of 
them. He could be a great center, a great 
lineman .. . he’s just a great football 
player. the best I’ve seen in 20 years.” 

There is no attempt here to compare 
Butkus with others in the middle line- 
backing elite because the Bears are 
hardly an impartial jury. Suffice it to 
say, to a man, the yeterans on his team 
believe he is the best. And they have 
played with and against the like of Bill 
George, Joe Schmidt, Ray Nitschke and 
Tommy Nobis. 

Perhaps even more revealing is the 
testimony of Pittsburgh Steeler quarter- 
back Terry Hanratty, who received a go- 
ing-over from Nitschke and then, the fol- 
lowing Sunday, was subjected to an as- 
sault by Butkus. Dick was credited with 
15 tackles and 10 assists and, after the 
game, Hanratty volunteered: 

“Until today, | was a Ray Nitschke 
man. Butkus is my man now .. . and 
forever.” A 


PRO FOOTBALL'S FBI 


continued from page 33 


“Another time the line shifted on a 
Miami game, and it turned out that tight 
end Doug Moreau had been injured. The 


Dolphins didn’t have any depth behind 
him, so if he didn’t play it would make 
a significant difference. 

“Earlier in the season, the line on a 
New York-Denver game went from 13 
points to off-the-board in Los Angeles. 
We checked and found there was a 
rumor out there that Joe Namath was 
injured. But Namath hadn’t been in- 
jured, so the Friday night before the 
game we let some reporters in on the 
rumor. They wrote about it, and when 
the story came out the game went back 
on the board.” 

It is not surprising for a game to be 
taken off or never put on the boards. 
But each time it happens, a check is 
required to determine the cause. 

“So far we haven’t had it happen 
without a legitimate explanation,” Dan- 
ahy offers. “If we do, then we have a 
big investigation on our hands. 

“In 1968, before I came here, Kansas 
City was off the boards for several weeks. 
The Commissioner’s office conducted a 
big and very penetrating investigation, 
interviewing sources all over the-country, 
and found out that Kansas City was just 
a yery erratic club. Any good sports- 
writer could have told us that in the 


PRO FOOTBALL'S FBI 


continued from page 79 


first place, but we had to check it out. 

“Actually, our best allies in trying to 
.find out why there’s been a change in a 
point spread, or in checking anything 
unusual, are the bookies. They basically 
want the game honest—unless they’re 
in on the fix. If they spot something 
strange, they’re going to try and find an 
explanation. Often they'll come to us. 
They don’t want to be taken. 

The NFL doesn’t want its players 
betting on games and has a rule that 
warns against it. Both Paul Hornung and 
Alex Karras were ruled out of bounds 
for that very thing in 1963, and were 
suspended for one season. 

Hornung, the Golden Boy of the Green 
Bay Packers, was found to have wagered 
sums of between $100 and $500 on doz- 
ens of games from 1956 to 1961. 

Karras, a member of the Detroit 
Lions and considered by many to be the 
best defensive lineman in the league at 
the time, was “convicted” of betting $50 
to $100 on at least six occasions be- 
tween 1958 and 1962, 

At the time of the suspensions, Com- 
missioner Rozelle stressed that neither 
player had “given less than his best in 
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Here is a handsome, full color 
pains of all 26 Pro-Football 
eams and 30 of your favorite 
stars, excitingly reproduced in a 
large 24" x 36” size, suitable for hanging on any wall. 
These exciting souvenirs are done in official team colors, 
and are reproductions of action paintings showing your 
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playing any game” and that there was 
no evidence that either player “has ever 
bet against his own team.” 

The investigation of Hornung and Kar- 
ras, conducted by league treasurer Aus- 
tin Gunsel, who then handled security 
operations, also disclosed that the players 
had associated with gamblers and known 
hoodlums, 

Just as it is concerned about betting, 
pro football is concerned that players 
do not associate with, or be taken in by, 
the wrong kind of people. That’s why the 
security men constantly check on player 
associations. 

“We've had several associations where 
it was a question of a player not know- 
ing the true character of the person in- 
volved,” Danahy says. “In the instances 
where we've learned about it, we’ve in- 
formed the player and he’s avoided the 
person thereafter. 

“Players are like honey; they attract 
flies. We constantly warn them about 
this, pointing out as forcefully as we can 
that the gambler is looking for an edge. 
One way he can gain that edge is by 
getting inside information. 

“He’s going to do it by approaching 
players. For example, there are three or 
four places in New York where the play- 
ers get together. These are legitimate 
and clean restaurants. 
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Coach Your Team 

Now you can be Pootball Coach for AFC, 
WFC, or college teams. You get three 
choices for "Big Time’ football fun. Play 
athome. Play solitelre(all by yourself) 
or play éxciting games with « live-op- 
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Negamco Football reproduces realistic football In your living room, 
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pase receiving...along with kicking, kick returns, interceptions, and 
all other football plays. Adding to the excitement, the most realistic 
penalty, fumble, and injury provisions are included, Negamico's ex- 
clusive timing syatemscreates game ending tenaton! 


You receive playing-field game box, all game parts, and your choice 
of 13 NFC teams, 13 AFC teams, or 90 college teams or any combin~ 
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“The gambler doesn’t have a big sign 
or a ‘G’ painted on his forehead. He 
looks like any other guy, and he can go 
anywhere and develop a friendship just 
like you or me. He begins by buying a 
drink or two, and soon the players have 
seen him around five or six times. 

“Now he’s their buddy and they get 
to talking pro football. It’s only natural. 
Unwittingly, they drop information. 
They’re talking shop amongst themselves 
and they forget the guy is there. Some- 
one will say something like, ‘Did you 
see so and so was out till 4 in the morn- 
ing with that broad?’ Now the guy knows 
that one of the players on the team is 
messing around, and that some of the 
other players are angry about it. 

“It doesn’t even haye to be a guy 
who cultivates their friendship, Maybe 
the waitress’ brother is a bookie and she 
hears their conversation and repeats it. 

“T warn the players about loose con- 
yersation in public places. I tell them 
to be friendly, to take the guy’s drink, 
but not to talk football. Or if they do, 
talk in generalities or talk about the 
other teams—and even then. don’t be too 
accurate.” 

The most famous “association” case 
in recent years, of course, was the Joe 
Namath situation. The New York City 
police, making routine checks of various 


alleged underworld figures, learned that 
many of them were frequenting Bach- 
elors III, an East Side night spot owned 
by Joe and his friend, Ray Abruzzese. 

The information reached Danahy’s 
office, and the rest is history. Rozelle 
told Namath he’d have to sell his share 
of the bistro or he couldn’t play. Namath 
retired rather than sell, then unretired 
six weeks later and sold. 

Joe insisted all along he had done 
nothing wrong, and no one in the pro 
football front-office ever said he did. 

“People of bad repute were frequent- 
ing Bachelors III,” Danahy says. “Na- 
math wasn’t involved personally, but he 
was the owner.” 

The situation points up an interesting 
irony. Namath wasn’t permitted to main- 
tain ownership in the restaurant because 
of the problems such associations might 
create, The security men, on the other 
hand, seek out and maintain similar as- 
sociations for the problems they might 
help to solve. 

“T rely very strongly on my under- 
world contacts,” Danahy admits. ““They’re 
my bread and butter.” A 


DON KLOSTERMAN 


continued from page 38 


Seth Cartwright, who signed with the 
Jets) didn’t take their pills and a Kan- 
sas City scout, Lloyd Wells. spirited them 
out the window of their motel at 3:30 in 
the morning. 

Two big ones that got away were Mike 
Curtis—now a top Colt linebacker—and 
Gale Sayers. “I spent three years on 
Sayers, but I lost him because of the 
great job Buddy Young did for the 
NFL,” Klosterman relates. 

Young, an executive with the NFL, is 
high in his praise of Klosterman, too. 

“One-on-one, he’s awfully darn tough,” 
Young says in recalling the days of the 
war. “Don knows people. knows what it 
takes to win and how to get people who 
are winners.” 

Klosterman’s rise comes as no surprise 
to Young, for they were briefly team- 
mates with the old Dallas Texans, who 
subsequently became the Colts. “Right 
away I knew the guy would ascend the 
ladder of success. I truly expected. him 
to end up in the game as a top-notch ex- 
ecutive,” Buddy says. 

The 12th of 15 children, Klosterman 
had been an outstanding athlete at Loy- 
ola of Los Angeles. He led the nation 
in 1951 when he set half a dozen NCAA 
passing records. The Browns drafted him 
No. 1, but he couldn’t beat out Otto Gra- 
ham and George Ratterman and he 
was sent on to Dallas and then to the 
Rams, where Bob Waterfield and Norm 
Van Brocklin were the incumbents. He 
couldn't supplant them, either, and, after 
two years of service, he gave the Rams 
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Now... you can score a touchdown 
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new NFL TEAM BOOSTER PAK, 
chock full of Pro Football’s most ex- 
citing toys . . . designed to thrill and 
delight any kid . . . from 6 to 60! 


The PRO FOOTBALL BOOSTER PAK 
is filled with such little pro delights 
as: 

%& MINIATURE TEAM HELMET... 
that’s a PENCIL SHARPENER too! 


* 7 inch BOBBLE HEAD DOLL in the 
actual team uniform colors, so au- 
thentic he almost looks alive! 


%* 9 inch TEAM PENNANT complete 
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bedroom wall! and last but not 
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% 5 Inch TEAM FOOTBALL to keep 
as a treasure or toss around with 
the other little pro football fans 
(Dad included)! 
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fill out the coupon below and be- 
come the football hero of the year 
with your children. Complete Money 
Back Guarantee, of course. 
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Exclusive 


Atlas Film 


8MM NFL FOOTBALL FILMS 


Highlights and stars in action of each of 
the following teams as listed below. Full 
50’ of 8MM film available. Exciting and 
specifically designed for the home movie 
market. Teams available are Colts, Vik- 
ings, Jets, Washington & Oakland, Only 
$2.50 + 35¢ shipping charges for each 
team. Specify team when ordering, Send 
cash, check or money order or order 
C.0,.D. ($1 deposit). Money Back Guar. 
Royal Advertising Corp., Dept.PF-2 Lynbrook, N.Y. 


MAJOR LEAGUE 
BASEBALL HELMET 


ONLY 


$250 


ALL MAJOR LEAGUE 
TEAMS AVAILABLE 


Exact souvenior baseball helmet of all major 
league baseball teams. Injection molded of 
shatterproof plastic with authentic team colors 
and insignia, these baseball helmets will really 
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—teels sharp. One size fits all head sizes. All 
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charges per team. Full money back guarantee if 
not delighted 


ROYAL ADVERTISING CORP. 


Dept. PF-3 Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 
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i MODOCRYLIC an Dyke at once! Simply check the 
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your hair and leave the matching to 
our expert. MAIL COUPON NOW! 
Adheres securely . . . off and on in 
seconds . . . can be worn as is or 
trimmed to just the style you want § 
To Order give hair color [> Blonde: 
A) Black; 77 Light Brown; ™ Medium §j 
Brown; [) Dark Brown; [7] Grey; 
1 Silver? [1 Aubura or send hair 
sample. ™ Mustache $2; (7) Deluxe 
Mustache $5; [7] Sideburns $3; [> De- 
luxe Sideburns $5; -) Van Dyke $3; 
| Deluxe Van Dyke $5; (7 All Three 
S 36; CAI Three Deluxe $10 (I save S5) | 
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DON KLOSTERMAN 


continued from page 81 


one more brief try and then went up to 
Canada. 

A 106-yard pass is Kosterman’s rec- 
ord memory of Calgary, but it was there 
that his life changed. and almost ended. 

Tt was March of 1957 and Klosterman 
was skiing near Banff in the Canadian 
Rockies. As he whizzed around a tight 
turn on the narrow trail at 45 miles an 
hour, he spotted a girl slowly working 
her way down the hill. The choices were 
hitting her, hitting a huge rock to the 
right of the trail or taking a 30-foot 
drop-off to the left. 

Don went over the hill and hit a tree. 
fracturing two lumbar vertebrae and 
damaging the sheath of his spinal cord. 
As they carried him down the hill on a 
stretcher, the words he mumbled were 
football signals. 

Tt was the end of Klosterman’s foot- 
ball career. of course, and doctors told 
him he would never walk again. How- 
ever, the determined ex-quarterhack re- 
fused to accept the diagnosis. He vowed 
he would walk again and he did. even 
though he still has no feeling from the 
waist down. 

First he re-taught himself to walk. 
then play golf, with the aid of braces. 
Then he discarded them, too. After 18 
months in the hospital and eight opera- 
tions, the first steps he took came when 
he walked down the aisle for his wed- 
ding. Walking. that’s Kosterman’s real 
miracle, A 


HOTTEST FEUDS 


continued from page 29 


ments he made just prior to the announce- 
ment that he would not be retained. 

“Why should the Rams consider any- 
one else to coach?” he asked rhetorically, 
ina virtual plea for the job. “We have one 
of the best records in the NFL. We have 
put so much energy into building a win- 
ner... every bit of strength and blood. 
Like anyone else you hate to pull up 
stakes, you hate to keep moving around 
from place to place.” 

And Allen wasn’t pleased when the 
Rams notified him by telephone that they 
were no longer interested in his services. 

“It was a cold conversation,” he re- 
members, “no gratitude, no appreciation.” 

Allen had no difficulty finding a job 
after he was let go by the Rams, signing 
with Washington—and immediately 
reached out for weapons with which to 
bolster the Redskins. The weapons he 
reached for were Rams. 

In the space of just 24 hours Allen ac- 
quired seven members of the Rams in 
trades, and more than a ball game will 
be at stake when the teams collide before 
a national television audience, 

And you can bet that Pete Rozelle will 
be watching, 5200 fines at the ready. A 
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Sports Illustrated 


TIME & LIFE Building 
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QUESTION MARK 
QUARTERBACKS? 


Len Dawson of Kansas City 
and Jack Concannon of 
Chicago could be called just 
that. Not that Dawson had a 
poor season last year. He 
completed 141 of 262 
aerials, but the 36 year old 
finished 11th in the NFL 
and slumped a bit from the 
1969 campaign when he 
led the Chiefs to the Super 
Bowl title. Concannon came 
on strong for the Bears the 
last mid-season and wound 
up 19th in passing after 
completing 194 of 385 
passes. There is some 
doubt, though, that he can 
produce over the long haul. 
In the action here, 
Dawson (left) is getting 
ready to throw against the 
New York Jets while 
Concannon (11, below) 
attempts to elude a St. 
Louis Cardinal defender. 
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PRO FOOTBALL'S 
HOTTEST FEUDS 


Sonny Jurgensen 


Merlin Olsen 


